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INTRODUCTION

his book is an introduction to Japanese history,

culture, and society from 1185—the beginning
of the Kamakura period—through the end of the
Edo (Tokugawa) period in 1868. This nearly 700-
year time span is commonly referred to as Japan’s
medieval and early modern period. Military rulers,
celebrated warriors, religious leaders, wealthy mer-
chants, protesting peasants, cultural innovators, and
others shaped medieval and early modern Japan, and
it is the products of their ideas and material practices
that constitutes much of what we take to be tradi-
tional aspects of Japanese culture.

Beginning with government by military rulers
known as shoguns in 1185, the medieval and early
modern eras in Japan were largely shaped by the war-
rior class. Warrior values and sensibilities were espe-
cially evident in the medieval period (1185-1615). In
1615, the Tokugawa military government headquar-
tered in the city of Edo (present-day Tokyo) was
founded. This marked the start of the early modern
period, a time in which Japanese culture changed dra-
matically as cities grew, merchants thrived, and the
warrior class lost its dominance. By the end of the
Edo period, Japan’ insular feudal society and military
government became increasingly ineffectual in its
ability to rule a modernizing society that had devel-
oped a consumer-oriented economy and thriving
urban culture. External pressures to engage in for-
eign trade served to heighten the crisis for the Toku-

gawa military government. These and other events
lead to the end of warrior rule in 1868.

"This volume introduces readers to significant peo-
ple and events—cultural, social, and political—as well
as everyday experience and elements of material cul-
ture important in medieval and early modern Japan. It
utilizes recent scholarly research that yields details of
everyday life, education, science, and other aspects of
feudal Japanese culture. The aim of this book is to
frame images of feudal Japan that reveal at least some
of the complexity of life in medieval and early modern
Japan, such as the social and economic hierarchies, the
power struggles, the cultural innovations, and the reli-
gious worldviews. Often, this time period in Japanese
history is depicted in a monochromatic fashion that
focuses almost solely on the warrior class. While the
significance of the samurai is not denied here, the goal
is to demonstrate that there were social and political
struggles occurring both between and within social
classes that refute any assumption that Japan was sim-
ply a static warrior society in this period.

"This book covers an extensive time span and must
therefore be selective in the material covered and the
depth of its discussion, but it nevertheless secks to
move beyond superficial characterizations of Japan-
ese culture. For example, Japanese culture is often
discussed from the perspective of the warrior and
aristocratic upper classes. However, life at the village
level also impacted medieval and early modern cul-
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ture in Japan. For instance, as tea preparation and
the objects related to its practice became central aes-
thetic concerns for the upper classes in the 16th cen-
tury, austere peasant dwellings and utilitarian storage
jars inspired production of intentionally unassuming
tea ceramics and simple huts for tea gatherings. In
short, humble objects were elevated to new aesthetic
heights as the wealthy looked to the disenfranchised
classes for artistic inspiration. Thus, this volume pro-
vides insight into the everyday experience of peas-
ants, farmers, shopkeepers, and others at the
periphery of power, thereby enhancing the familiar
narrative of Japanese feudal society.

USE OF JAPANESE
TERMINOLOGY

Wherever possible English translations or approxima-
tions of specialized Japanese terminology have been
provided along with the romanized Japanese term.
Many Japanese historical and cultural terms do not
have a standard English translation, so readers should
be aware of this when conducting further research in
other books and articles on a particular topic.

Romanization

Japanese words are romanized according to the Hep-
burn system, the standard followed in most scholarly
publications on Japan written in English. Chinese
words are romanized according to the pinyin system.
Additionally, the following conventions are observed
for Japanese words:

* Japanese words that have the syllable-ending » in
the middle of a word are romanized using an apos-
trophe after the z in order to distinguish this usage
from the 7 found at the start of a syllable. Thus,
the word kanyu (ka-nyu; “joining” or “entry”) is
distinguished from the word kan’yu (ka-n-yu;
“invitation” or “persuasion”).

* A syllable-ending # is romanized as m before the
sounds &, p, or m in order to more accurately con-
vey the usual pronunciation of such words. Thus,
for example, the term for the Pure Land Buddhist
chant is written nembutsu instead of nenbutsu.

Pronunciation

Japanese words consist of five vowel sounds that
stand alone as syllables or can be combined with con-
sonants to form other syllables. Pronunciation of a
word, therefore, always depends on the five vowel-
syllable sounds. The five vowel-syllable sounds and
their variations with added consonants are:

a (as in father)
i (as in week)
u (as in too)

e (as in bay)

o (as in so)

Consonants are added to these vowel-syllables to
create new syllabic combinations. Thus, for exam-
ple, & + a yields the syllable k4, with the same 2 sound
as the standalone syllable 4. Japanese consonants are
pronounced similarly to English ones with the
exception of the Japanese 7 (as in the syllable ra)
which is pronounced between the English » and /
sounds. The Japanese g sound (as in the syllable ge) is
always pronounced as a hard g, as in gate (as opposed
to the soft g of genius). Some Japanese words are pro-
nounced with a long vowel sound, typically 0 and «.
Such double vowels are often romanized using a
macron over the vowel, as in the long vowel sounds g
and 7. These vowel sounds are the same as those that
are short except that the pronunciation time is
approximately doubled. There are other ways that
are sometimes used to indicate the long vowel sound,
such as writing a double oo. Because this is an issue
primarily of concern to those who know or are learn-
ing Japanese, and since this book does not assume
any prior knowledge of the Japanese language,
macrons and other indications of long vowel sounds
are not used in this volume.
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Personal Names

Japanese, Chinese, and Korean personal names are
written in traditional East Asian order: surname first,
given name(s) second. Subsequent use follows the
Japanese convention of referring to at least some his-
torical figures by their given name. Thus, for exam-
ple the famous warrior Toyotomi Hideyoshi is
referred to by his full name when first introduced in
a chapter or section and as Hideyoshi thereafter.

DATES

Dates for events in the medieval and early modern
period vary in both English language and Japanese
sources depending on the method used to convert
traditional Japanese lunar calendar years into those
based on the Western solar calendar. Readers
engaged in further research on medieval and early
modern Japan should be aware that they will
encounter date discrepancies between sources.

JAPANESE
HISTORICAL PERIODS

"This book uses the following dates for Japanese his-
torical periods:

Ancient Japan 300-1185
Kofun period ca. 300-552
Asuka period 552-645
Hakuho period 645-710
Nara period 710-794
Heian period 794-1185

Medieval Japan

Kamakura period

Muromachi period
Northern and Southern
Courts (Nambokucho)
Warring States (Sengoku)
period

Azuchi-Momoyama period

Early Modern Japan
Edo period

Modern Japan
Meiji period
"Taisho period
Showa period
Heisei period

INTRODUCTION

1185-1615

1185-1333
1333-1573

1336-1392

1467-1568
1573-1615

1615-1868
1615-1868

1868-

1868-1912
1912-1926
1926-1989
1989—
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HISTORICAL SURVEY

Introduction

Japan’s medieval and early modern periods encom-
pass nearly 700 years. Life in Japan changed signifi-
cantly between the inception of medieval warrior
rule in 1185, and the imperial restoration in 1868.
Nonetheless, there are continuities that unify this
long span of Japanese history. As the medieval period
began, military clans dominated politics and society,
wealth and status were hereditary, and landowners
controlled the feudal economy. By the end of the
early modern era, warrior families had lost the right
to bear arms. They served as administrators of
impoverished regional domains, though they ranked
in the upper echelons of a centralized government
that instituted peace after attaining power through
military might. While the superior rank of the war-
rior classes remained an important constant from the
12th to the 19th centuries, interdependent changes
in politics, religion, economic climate, culture, and
daily life—to name a few—characterized medieval
and early modern times in Japan.

The transition from an embattled feudal culture
to a unified, peaceable Japan poised to emerge in
industry and world affairs was especially rapid during
the 300 years prior to 1868—the early modern
period. Faced with the inevitability of new technolo-
gies and international commerce, Japan’s feudal sys-
tem, by now comprising hostile provincial domains
that relied upon disenfranchised laborers and legions
of military retainers, became ineffective. A bustling
urban culture emerged, nurtured by the newfound
wealth and sophisticated tastes of merchant city
dwellers. The brief historical survey presented below
charts continuities and changes in cultural, eco-
nomic, political, and social contexts that shaped life
during Japan’s medieval and early modern periods.

ANOTE ON TERMINOLOGY
AND DATING

Before summarizing this history, clarification is
needed regarding terms, dates, and other conven-

tions used by historians of Japan. For example, the
names given to historical eras in Japanese and in
English may differ. The words “medieval” and
“early modern” were first used to describe eras in
European history and may mislead readers who con-
nect these terms with circumstances and dates in
medieval Europe that are not necessarily applicable
to Japanese history. In Japanese scholarship, the era
designated medieval in this volume is commonly
termed chusei (literally “middle period”), and kinsei
(literally “recent period”) is frequently used to
describe the era identified here as “early modern.”
Yet medieval and early modern are convenient
terms, since they are more familiar than chusei and
kinsei. Thus, these terms are used here under advise-
ment, and distinctions between medieval and/or
early modern phenomena in Japan as compared with
Europe will be noted as necessary.

“Feudalism” is another term that merits consid-
eration. In histories concerning the Middle Ages in
Europe, feudalism denotes a system of land owner-
ship whereby tenants would work land owned by
proprietors called vassals in exchange for protection.
Aristocratic landowners assigned land parcels to vas-
sals with the understanding that loyal vassals would
be honored with land transfers from the lord they
served. Similarities do exist between the Japanese
feudal structure and European feudalism, since both
relied upon a warrior class versed in military tech-
nologies for protection and administration, and both
forms of feudalism center on the service and pledge
of honor wvassals provided to their lords, the
landowners. While similar in principle, in practice
Japan’s feudal society varied somewhat from the
European feudal condition. Vassals in Japan were
appointed, not as proprietors of owned land parcels,
but rather as stewards acting on behalf of aristocrats,
temple officials, or figures of high rank in the mili-
tary government, who remained the landowners
although residing far from the land itself. With no
tangible reward for administrating land on behalf of
aristocrats, priests, or others of high position,
provincial vassals in Japan could benefit from their
role only if they exercised military muscle in order
to acquire or defend land. In turn, these militaristic
means led to unrest in the provinces, and eventually
to challenges to regional landowners as well as
Japan’s supreme military leader, the shogun. Though
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necessarily brief, this glimpse of theory and practice
in Japanese and European feudalism highlights some
aspects of feudal conditions in these two cultures.
Since the tenor of feudal society informed subse-
quent socioeconomic developments, readers may
find further comparisons of European and Japanese
teudalism useful.

Having considered historical terminology, guide-
lines for designating Japanese historical periods also
require explanation. While most scholars of Japan-
ese history agree upon names used to identify vari-
ous periods, the dates specified for each era can vary
a great deal. Generally, the years 1185-1615 are des-
ignated as Japan’s medieval era, identified as such
due to the advent of rule by the warrior class, feudal
system of land allocation and administration, and
characteristic political unrest. Historians identify
the period 1615-1868 as the early modern age, cit-
ing socioeconomic developments, a longstanding
peace, and emergence of a prosperous urban culture.
Broad categorization of the medieval period en-
compasses the Kamakura (typically 1185-1333) and
the Muromachi periods (often, but not always,
1333-1600). As with any system defined by land-
mark historical events, dating for Japanese eras
reveals particular perspectives. For instance, some
scholars label the period from 1338 to 1573 the
Ashikaga period instead of the Muromachi period.
Ashikaga refers to the Ashikaga family, who served
as shoguns during this time, while Muromachi is the
district of Kyoto, from where the Ashikaga family
ruled. In some schemes for denoting periods, the
Muromachi/Ashikaga era also includes subperiods:
the Northern and Southern Courts and the Warring
States. Other schemes treat these subperiods as his-
torical eras of their own. The system employed here
has been selected because it allows clearer focus on
nuances of Japanese history obscured by the more
limited—and static—era specifications Kamakura,
Muromachi, and Edo. Further, the dating schema
below generally corresponds to nomenclature and
organization of eras used in major reference materi-
als about Japan.

Japanese histories often provide a chronology
demarcated not by broad historical periods, but
rather by imperial reign names. Dates for eras may
also differ because of emphasis in certain academic
disciplines on particular epochs noted for cultural

importance over political or military import. While
the table below is intended as a guideline to signifi-
cant events that altered life in Japan, overall this vol-
ume primarily distinguishes between the medieval
and early modern periods as characterized by a
majority of authorities in Japan and abroad.

Medieval Japan 1185-1615
Kamakura period 1185-1333
Muromachi period 1333-1573
Northern and Southern Courts

(Nambokucho) 1336-1392
Warring States (Sengoku)

period 1467-1568
Azuchi-Momoyama period 1573-1615
Early Modern Japan 1615-1868
Edo period 1615-1868

Medieval Japan (1185-1615)

KAMAKURA PERIOD (1185-1333)

Most historians consider the Kamakura period the
dawn of medieval Japan. In the late 12th century,
following a slow erosion of power begun at least 100
years earlier, the authority of the Kyoto-based impe-
rial family and the court aristocrats (kuge), who ruled
as regents of the throne, were eclipsed as a military
government, the bakufu, (literally, “tent govern-
ment”; commonly referred to in English by the term
“shogunate”) was established in Kamakura, near
present-day Tokyo. As in other Japanese periods, the
designated center of political power has been
adopted as the name for this historical era.

While the emperor and imperial family retained
their ceremonial roles as figurcheads, real power was
exercised by the military rulers based in Kamakura.
Both civil and military affairs were managed by the
warrior (bushi) class. Although in theory the warrior
class shared political control of Japan with the Kyoto
aristocracy, the warriors were the de facto rulers of
Japan, and their military regime was sanctioned by
the imperial court. The first military ruler, the
shogun, was appointed by the court in 1192. The

HisTORICAL CONTEXT
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Kamakura shogunate established a precedent where-
by emperors were accorded formal respect tempered
by directives enforcing compliance with the sho-
gun’s policies as well as constant surveillance.
Nonetheless, the Kamakura shogunate did not pre-
vail when challenged by Emperor Go-Daigo, who
overthrew the bakufu and briefly restored imperial
rule in 1333.

Establishment of Warrior Rule A decentralized,
ineffective system of land allocation and manage-
ment by vassals, established in the final century of
the Heian period (794-1185) by aristocrats who pre-
ferred life at court to administrative positions in the
remote provinces, contributed to the decline of
court authority. In Japan’s agricultural economy,
political power and economic status depended in
part on landholdings. Beginning in the Nara period
(eighth century), a complex network of public and
private land parcels, including tax-exempt plots held
by imperial families, court nobles, monasteries and
shrines, existed throughout the provinces. Privately
held estates called shoen were an enviable source of
wealth and power as land availability decreased and
aristocrats neglected administration of their provin-
cial lands.

In the Heian period, aristocratic reluctance to
oversee estates led indirectly to uprisings challeng-
ing the authority of the imperial court. These dis-
turbances originated in local warrior alliances
formed in provincial domains. A decisive challenge
to such provincial alliances came when Minamoto
no Yoritomo (1147-99) was granted court authority
in 1185 to appoint military agents (shugo) in the
provinces and military stewards (jizo) on estates, thus
ensuring cooperation with, and order among, his
vassals (gokenin). Shugo were given limited authority
to oversee vassals. Among shugo responsibilities were
the registration of meritorious warriors as gokenin
and punishment of certain crimes. At first, jito were
chiefly responsible for maintaining smooth manage-
ment of shoen lands. Over time, the growing power
of the jito resulted in a loss of rights among shoen
proprietors and a corresponding increase in warrior
jurisdiction over land, agricultural and artisan pro-
duction, and farm laborers. Eventually, the shogu-
nate began to recognize that bonds with wealthy
provincial landholding families had to be forged to

ensure that even shogun-appointed agents were safe
from the constant threat of challenges by neighbor-
ing domains.

Over time, the warriors who had first been
employed by the imperial court to quell provincial
uprisings became the new political and social elite,
restoring centralized power and enforcing peace
until invaders from China intervened. After five
years of brutal battles, the Minamoto family de-
feated the Taira family in the Gempei War
(1180-85). Shortly thereafter, the Kamakura sho-
gunate was established by Yoritomo who gradually
managed to consolidate power over various areas
of Japan. He became Japan’ official ruler when
Emperor Go-Shirakawa (1127-92) died and Yorit-
omo was appointed seii taishogun (“barbarian-
subduing great general,” usually abbreviated as
“shogun”). Shogun was the highest imperially des-
ignated rank for a warrior, and consequently Yorit-
omo became Japan’s supreme military figure, and
head of the warrior government in Kamakura. The
shogunate ruled Japan officially with only two brief
exceptions until governance by members of the
warrior classes ceased in 1868. Thus warrior rule
represents a vital link between medieval and early
modern Japan.

Hojo Regency The power and authority of the
Minamoto family derived in part from allegiances
forged with other dominant warrior families.
Among these, the Hojo family was especially impor-
tant. Yoritomo had relied on his connections with
the Hojo to successfully accomplish his quest to
defeat the Taira in the Gempei War. Yoritomo had
close ties with Hojo Tokimasa (1138-1215) and
married his daughter, Hojo Masako (1157-1225).
Yoritomo was assisted by the Hojo family—espe-
cially Tokimasa—in setting up his rule at Kamakura.

At Yoritomo’s death in 1199, real bakufu power
fell to the Hojo family serving as hereditary regents
(shikken) to the shoguns. The Hojo family held a low
social rank and therefore they could not become
shoguns themselves. However, as regents, they were
able to exert control over the government by choos-
ing shoguns from among the aristocratic Fujiwara
family or from the imperial family. While appointed
shoguns may have been superior in social rank, the
office of regent, held by members of the Hojo family
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until 1333, became the true ruling position from this
point on, since the emperor followed the regent’s
directives. It was Hojo regents who oversaw the sig-
nificant events of the Kamakura period, including
the Jokyu Disturbance and the Mongol invasions.
The Hojo family came to power as a result of
their victories over their rivals following the power
struggle that occurred after Yoritomo’s death. Fur-
ther, as noted above, Yoritomo was married to
Masako, a Hojo woman. Masako’s father, Hojo
"Tokimasa, became regent to the shogun in 1203.
There were challenges to Hojo power. In 1221,
the retired emperor Go-Toba (1180-1239), sup-
ported by other court aristocrats, made an unsuc-
cessful attempt to overthrow the Hojo in an incident
known as the Jokyu Disturbance (fokyu no ben).
Yoritomo’s death in 1199 and the assassination of the
third shogun, Minamoto Sanetomo, in 1219, desta-
bilized shogunal authority and created a window of
opportunity for imperial family members and court
nobles to attempt to seize back actual ruling power.
Go-"Toba issued a decree in 1221 calling for the
overthrow of the Hojo regent Yoshitoki. To quell
this attempt, Hojo forces led by Yasutoki—Yoshi-
toki’s son—occupied Kyoto and suppressed imperial
resistance. The current emperor, Chukyo, was
deposed, and retired emperors Go-Toba and Jun-
toku were exiled. In Chukyo’ place, the shogunate
installed Go-Horikawa as emperor (r. 1221-32). As a
result of this disturbance, the shogunate established
a presence in Kyoto to supervise court activities—
especially any activity that might lead to another
plot against the shogunate—and to administrate
lands in western Japan. This new institution, the
Rokuhara tendai, acted as special administrators to
the shogun. Moreover, lands owned by the defeated
aristocrats were confiscated and loyal vassals were
appointed jito for these estates as a reward for serv-
ing the shogunate. These activities assured an
enhanced political status for the shogun who was
now recognized as ruler of most of the country.
Other political changes were instituted by the
Hojo. In 1225, Yasutoki created a Council of State
(Hyojoshu) that consisted of his main retainers and
advisers. In 1232, the Council of State promulgated
the Joei Code (foei shikimoku), a 51-article legal code
that articulated Hojo judicial and legislative prac-
tices and the conduct of the military government in

administering the country. In 1249, a judicial court
(bikitsuke) was established to further refine the legal
process.

Mongol Invasions During the Kamakura period,
in addition to the constant domestic intrigues
involving Kyoto aristocrats and rival warrior families
vying for power, Japan sustained a significant threat
from beyond its shores. The Mongols, who had
taken control of China, made two attempts to invade
and conquer Japan. Kublai Khan (1215-94), grand-
son of Genghis Khan, founded the Yuan dynasty in
1271 and became the first Mongol emperor of
China. Making the northern city Dadu (modern
Beijing) his capital, he turned his attention to Japan,
demanding in a letter sent to the “King of Japan” in
1268 that the Japanese pay tribute to the Yuan
dynasty. This and subsequent missives were ignored
by the Japanese government. As a result, Kublai
Khan made his first attempt to invade Japan in 1274.
He dispatched an army reportedly numbering
40,000 warriors to Kyushu. Soon after a successful
landing, much of the Mongol army and its fleet of
ships were destroyed by a typhoon. Those troops
that survived retreated back to southern Korea,
where the invasion had originated.

Undeterred, in 1275 Kublai Khan renewed his
demands that the Japanese pay tribute to his empire.
Despite reiterating his message on several occasions,
his demands were again ignored. This time, the
shogunate anticipated a second invasion. They forti-
fied coastal defenses and built a wall around Hakata
Bay in Kyushu at considerable cost to the Kyushu
vassals. In 1281, the second invasion occurred. This
time, two large armies were dispatched. After a brief
occupation, a typhoon once again destroyed much of
the invading army and navy. And once again, the
Mongols were forced to retreat to the continent.
The typhoons that destroyed the Mongols on these
two occasions came to be known as “divine winds”
(kamikaze). The Japanese believed that the Shinto
gods (kami) had furnished divine protection for the
archipelago.

Victory over the Mongols was attained at the cost
of economic hardship and political ramifications.
Despite the confirmation of divine favor, Japanese
coastal defenses remained on guard for many years
thereafter but no subsequent invasions occurred. In
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a response similar to the aftermath of the Jokyu Dis-
turbance, the shogunate appointed deputies (tandai)
in Kyushu and in the western provinces of Honshu
to oversee defense efforts. Although the Japanese
prevailed in battling the Mongols, the shogunate
assumed considerable liabilities. Both financial and
human losses were sustained in efforts to reinforce
and defend the country. As reserves were depleted,
the economic and political might of the Kamakura
bakufu was thereby weakened. Many jito became
insolvent. Such economic strains also damaged the
relationship between Hojo family rulers and their
vassals. Embroiled in renewed domestic instability,
Japanese relations with China were not reinstated
until the 14th century.

Decline of the Kamakura Shogunate Preexist-
ing political and economic strains were exacerbated
by the Mongol invasions and hastened the decline of
Kamakura shogunal authority. Central events and
circumstances included the continued disintegration
of the land administration and estate (shoen) system,
weakened ties between Kamakura bakufu and
regional officials, economic costs to the bakufu for
maintaining defense in anticipation of further Mon-
gol invasions, the inability to sufficiently reward
those who assisted the bakufu in defending Japan
during the two invasion attempts, the ineffectual
leadership of Hojo regents, and disputes within the
imperial family over lines of imperial succession.

The gokenin sutfered great hardship in the after-
math of the Mongol invasions. They were economi-
cally strapped after expending their resources to
defend Japan against the Mongol invaders. Further,
the mechanisms for enjoying the spoils of war were
absent in the case of the Mongol invasions. Internal
warfare in Japan usually resulted in the victors tak-
ing the lands of the defeated. Loyal vassals were
rewarded with these lands as a way to repay military
service. In the case of the Mongol invasions, neither
land nor other wealth was available to the gokenin.
The net result was often debt for vassals loyal to the
Kamakura shogunate.

Economic conditions were also a cause of
decline. Landowners who borrowed money to help
meet mounting expenses had to forfeit their land
in lieu of repayment if they could not meet the
loan terms, including high interest rates. As nobles,

shrines, and temples lost control of land assets,
including the revenues farmers and artisans paid
annually as taxes to landholders, labor and goods
produced by these lowest classes were more likely to
enter the marketplace. Since many farmers and arti-
sans could barely subsist on yields left over after
meeting tax obligations, diversion of their products
to markets fostered economic growth. However, the
lack of protection for farmers and artisans working
on publicly held land or plots they had obtained
through loan foreclosure led to political uncertainty
and economic instability as the military, clerics, and
nobles—the most educated, highest-ranking mem-
bers of society—became insolvent.

Another concern with great impact on warrior
society was the dearth of land. Increasing numbers
of warriors required land in return for their service
to and support of the shogunate, but a limited quan-
tity of available land had to be distributed among the
burgeoning warrior houses. To alleviate the prob-
lem, land inheritance was restricted, usually to the
eldest son. The result was that inherited land slated
to be divided among many heirs became the prop-
erty of a lone descendant, and family members who
would have acquired land dispensations in the past
were forced to defer instead to a single family head.

Even in instances where land could be provided in
return for service or loyalty to the shogun, other
problems arose. Allegiance to the Kamakura bakufu
eroded when warriors faithful to the shogunate were
sent to distant areas of Japan to oversee land parcels.
Further, families with powerful provincial domains—
such as the Ashikaga—began to challenge the Hojo
family for control. As loyalty toward the Hojo
regents declined, rebellions occurred, and the
regents had an increasingly difficult time suppress-
ing insurgents. Rather than renewing their alle-
giance to the Hojo, provincial warrior families
entered into partnerships with other local landhold-
ers. These regional powers often ignored Hojo laws
and instead created their own rules and procedures,
sometimes revolting against the shoen jiro. Such
unstable politics and financial insolvency eventually
led to the collapse of the bakufu, although there were
other contributing factors, as enumerated above.

A final dispute—this time over imperial suc-
cession—implicated the Hojo and became the
opportunity for members of the imperial family

HANDBOOK TO LIFE IN MEDIEVAL AND EARLY MODERN JAPAN

6



to wrest power away from the bakufu and reinstate
actual imperial rule, if only for a brief time. In 1275,
a dispute arose over which of two of Emperor Go-
Saga’s sons would succeed him on the throne. Go-
Saga died without choosing between the two rivals,
with the result that two lines of imperial succession
(senior and junior) were formed. The Hojo arbi-
trated this dispute by enacting a compromise calling
for alternate succession between the two lines. In
1318, Prince Takaharu of the junior line became the
emperor Go-Daigo (r. 1318-39). In 1326, Go-Daigo
ignored the Hojo compromise by naming his son as
the next in line of succession instead of agreeing to
passing rule off to the senior line. The Hojo proved
ineffectual in dealing with the protests that Go-
Daigo’s actions provoked, becoming stalemated in a
standoff with Go-Daigo that lasted for five years.
Finally, the bakufu threatened Go-Daigo militarily
and the emperor fled Kyoto. The shogunate ban-
ished him to Oki Island in 1332 but he escaped exile.

Go-Daigo’ cause was championed by powerful
military houses displeased with Hojo rule. He joined
forces with former Hojo vassals Ashikaga Takauji
(1305-58) and Nitta Yoshisada (1301-38) to over-
throw the Hojo regents in 1333. In Kyoto, forces led
by Ashikaga Takauji attacked the Kyoto headquar-
ters of the Hojo while Nitta Yoshisada commanded
an army that assaulted the bakufu in Kamakura. This
decisive action effectively ended the Kamakura
shogunate.

MUROMACHI PERIOD (1333-1573)

The Kemmu Restoration and the Northern and
Southern Courts Victorious over the Kamakura
bakufu, Emperor Go-Daigo returned to Kyoto to
recover the throne, thereby inaugurating the Kem-
mu Restoration (1333-36). Go-Daigo took a num-
ber of reform actions to maintain the court as the
central authority, trying to assure that imperial rule
would go unchallenged. To ensure control of Kyoto
warriors (samurai), Go-Daigo set up a guard station
(rmusha-dokoro) for overseeing samurai affairs. He
also placed members of the imperial family in
provincial leadership roles. As in the Kamakura era,
a singular form of government did not prevail, and
military chiefs posed challenges to Go-Daigo’s
vision of direct imperial rule.

Warriors who had aided Go-Daigo in over-
throwing the Kamakura bakufu did not relish the
restored emperor’s reforms, convinced that he had
deprived them of the power and authority they had
earned in exchange for their military support. Fur-
ther, like the Hojo in the wake of the Mongol inva-
sions, Emperor Go-Daigo had insufficient resources
to distribute as rewards to his retainers. Additional
dissatisfaction arose as samurai were taxed so that
renovations could be made to the imperial palace.
Sensing weaknesses in the emperor’s authority,
Ashikaga Takauji revolted against Go-Daigo, occu-
pying Kyoto decisively in 1336 after an initial fail-
ure. Takauji forced the emperor to retreat, though
Go-Daigo rallied, thanks to pro-imperial forces,
and set up a rival court at a safe distance from the
capital. After this retreat, Takauji enthroned Go-
Daigo’s rival, Emperor Komyo, who was from the
senior imperial line. Emperor Komyo immediately
appointed Takauji as shogun. In the meantime, Go-
Daigo, representing the junior line of succession,
claimed the legitimate right to the throne from his
court at Yoshino, in the mountainous Kii peninsula
south of Kyoto.

The period of the Northern and Southern
Courts (1336-92) lasted for nearly 60 years. The
Northern Court, or senior line, was supported by
the Ashikaga family and situated at Kyoto. The
Southern Court, or junior line, was located at
Yoshino and supported by followers of Go-Daigo.
Both claimed to be the legitimate imperial line. It
was not until 1392 that Ashikaga Yoshimitsu
(1358-1408), Takauji’s grandson and third Ashikaga
shogun, was able to reconcile the two courts and
reinstate imperial succession through the Northern
Court line.

Establishment of the Muromachi Bakufu Ashi-
kaga Takauji assumed the title shogun in 1338 and
established the Muromachi bakufu in Kyoto, retain-
ing the major governmental and administrative
offices of the Kamakura bakufu. In 1378, his grand-
son, Ashikaga Yoshimitsu (1358-1408; r. 1368-94),
moved the bakufu headquarters to Kyoto’s Muro-
machi district, an area then on the northwest out-
skirts of the city, for which the Ashikaga shogunate
is named.
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As in the Kamakura era, land ownership, military
reserves, and the tenor of regional politics largely
determined the power and fortunes of the shogu-
nate. Loyalty and alliances with provincial military
governors (shugo), powertful vassals, and family fac-
tions were critical, because the Ashikaga shogunate
lacked significant landholdings and military might.
"Takauji was careful to install his most trusted vassals,
now considered lords (later called daimyo) in their
own right, in the highest posts. These high-ranking
lords also served as military governors in regions
bordering Kyoto. Their proximity to the capital
enabled close monitoring of their movements and
their superior rank heightened their loyalty to the
shogunate. Vassals were also situated in Kyushu, the
far north, and in eastern Japan. The government of
such outlying areas could vary greatly. Some re-
gional lords did not even live on their domains, and
some held territories as large as several provinces, or
in many far-flung areas that they could not manage
simultaneously.

As succession continued in the Ashikaga line,
personal ties obligating daimyo to the shogunate
weakened, and some regional lords became essen-
tially independent of the central government. Even-
tually the baskufu took steps to stabilize the
precarious lack of control over provincial affairs. In
1367 the post of deputy shogun (kanrei) was created,
and the third Ashikaga shogun, Yoshimitsu, made
judicious use of representatives of the three main
military families, Hosokawa, Shiba, and Hatake-
yama, alternating their appointments in that capac-
ity. These kanrei and other agents of the shogun
worked to suppress and even eliminate powertful
shugo and lords who impeded bakufu authority—for
example, assisting Yoshimitsu in crushing the
Yamana family in 1391 and ousting Ouchi Yoshihiro
in 1399.

Yoshimitsu also fostered positive strides in Japan-
ese politics, society, and culture, brokering the uni-
fication of the Northern and Southern Courts,
reducing the fearsome raids of Japanese pirates
(wako), and reestablishing trade with China% Ming
dynasty. Further, Yoshimitsu indulged in lavish
patronage of the arts, including his monastic retreat,
the Temple of the Golden Pavilion (Kinkakuji, also
called Rokuonji) situated in Kyoto’s Kitayama dis-

trict. Covered inside and out with gold leaf, the
structure evoked a glittering tribute to the glory and
splendor of the shogun. Considering these accom-
plishments, it is not surprising that Yoshimitsu’s
reign is deemed the pinnacle of Muromachi bakufu
authority and prestige. After his death in 1408, there
was a noticeable decline in Ashikaga leadership, and
provincial chiefs such as lords and governors quickly
filled the power void created as the bakufu attended
to their military campaigns.

Onin War Civil war erupted in the area around
Kyoto during the tenure of the eighth shogun,
Ashikaga Yoshimasa (1436-90; r. 1449-76). The
Onin War (1467-77), bearing the name of the reign
era when the conflict began, was brought about by
economic decline, famine, and disputes over succes-
sion practices for both regional military governor
(shugo) positions and the shogunate. General eco-
nomic deterioration was pushed further than before
by the final unraveling of the shoen system. Power no
longer resided with agents of the shogunate, or
obligations owed to the shogun; rather, authority
depended upon steadfast vassals, securely held lands,
fortifications such as castles, tactical acumen, and
military skills.

Concerns over shogunal succession resulted from
the fact that Yoshimasa had produced no heir to fol-
low him as shogun. Yoshimasa decided that his
younger brother should become the next shogun,
but when that brother fathered a son, a power strug-
gle ensued within the Ashikaga family. Ashikaga
administrators and shugo also entered the dispute.
The Onin War started in 1467 when the forces of
Hosokawa Katsumoto fought with those of Yamana
Sozen (or Mochitoyo). Hosokawa’s army was sup-
ported by both the emperor and the shogun. The
Yamana army was assisted by the powerful Ouchi
daimyo family. Fighting was concentrated in the
Kyoto area and the capital was largely destroyed
during the 10 years of the war. By the time hostilities
ended in the capital in 1477, warfare had spread to
the provinces, where it continued.

Opposition to the shogunate grew in the region
around Kyoto, compounded by uprisings in the
Kanto region and elsewhere. Revolts of significant
scope began to occur on a nearly annual basis as the
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shogunate became less concerned with suppressing
such disturbances. Regional lords long dependent
upon bakufu clout to dissuade their most assertive
vassals from rebelling could no longer assume that
their domains were protected by loyalty. Irrefutable
vassal command over provincial concerns amid
Ashikaga weakness became more apparent after the
sixth shogun, Ashikaga Yoshinori (1394-1441; r.
1429-41) was assassinated in 1441 by an affronted
shugo. In circumstances even more threatening to
the Ashikaga regime, certain daimyo and shugo had
consolidated their power in domains that functioned
effectively without need for a centralized govern-
ment. In uncertain economic times, dramatic
changes in land administration and ownership thus
contributed to numerous circumstances that ef-
fected the breakdown of the Ashikaga shogunate.

The decisive collapse of Ashikaga authority in
1467 unleashed internecine struggles for land con-
trol previously deterred by vassal and daimyo oblig-
ations to the shogun. Regional lords, who became
accustomed to shugo collecting rents, taxes, and
even claims to land in domains they administrated,
realized that the estates and revenues had passed
out of owner control. The results could be finan-
cially and politically devastating for daimyo. In the
15th century, one court family reported that it was
divested of 14 out of its 23 estates by local shugo and
gokenin. Shugo succession, which had shifted from
the shogunate to hereditary and local control, was a
major factor in the formation of such powerful
domains with complete disregard for official bakufu
protocols.

Significant economic hardship persisted in Japan
trom the middle of the 15th century until the official
end of the Muromachi shogunate in 1573. Scant
Ashikaga assets had long been insufficient to cover
expenditures, and the shogunate continued to
neglect provincial and economic matters, ensuring
its own demise. The burden of regular taxes imposed
on farmers and merchants worsened as emergency
measures taxed houses and rice fields. A famine in the
mid-15th century and a series of weather-related cat-
astrophes increased the spread of poverty.

Yoshimasa tried to ease economic strains by issu-
ing debt cancellation edicts (tokuseirei) but this failed
to alleviate the problem. Inadequate as a ruler, he

compounded the problem by filling his time with
cultural rather than political pursuits. Instead of
addressing the significant problems of his day, he
effectively retired from the world, cloistered in an
elegant detached palace, the Temple of the Silver
Pavilion (Ginkakuji) in Kyoto’s Higashiyama dis-
trict. As a result of such inattention to affairs of state,
Ashikaga power was eclipsed by Ashikaga adminis-
trators, most notably those from the Hosokawa fam-
ily. Their retainers, the Miyoshi family, usurped the
Hosokawa in the 16th century, and, finally, the
Miyoshi were superseded by the Matsunaga family.

The countryside was in disarray and farming vil-
lages banded together to defend themselves. The
leaders of these affiliated villages were local samurai
who sometimes took advantage of the civil unrest to
proclaim themselves the heads of domains. The
most powerful of these domain lords even chal-
lenged the power and authority of the established
shugo. Besides producing extensive civil unrest, the
prolonged warfare resulted in a significant loss of
income for both Kyoto aristocrats and Buddhist
temples, whose income generated by outlying
estates was interrupted. As a result many aristocrats
fled Kyoto for the provinces, sometimes secking
security in the castle towns protected by local
daimyo.

There was one benefit to the internecine strug-
gles instituted by the Onin War. Tightly controlled
daimyo and shugo domains actually fostered increas-
es in economic production as these landholders were
more likely to institute capital improvements that
would increase production, such as irrigation, or
advocating commerce to enhance laborer incomes.

"Technically, the shogunate survived the war and
its own weak political leadership, although vassals
with great military skill and resources exerted real
power. These vassals usually possessed land, and in
the mid-15th century, began to construct fortress-
like castles to defend their territories. Ultimately,
these experienced, resourceful vassals challenged the
shugo, often overthrowing the military governors
and even annexing their domains. These powerful
vassals came to be known as sengokwu daimyo during
the Muromachi era. Approximately 250 daimyo
domains are estimated to have existed by the early
16th century.
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Warring States (Sengoku) Period (1467-1568)
The Warring States period refers to the 100-year
era that began with the Onin War, a time marked by
ongoing warfare between domain lords. Many of the
circumstances of the period have been chronicled
above in the events leading up to and following the
Onin War. Continued political instability and the
spread of warfare into the provinces were reinforced
by continuities with the events surrounding the
Onin War. The failure of the shogunate to maintain
central control resulted in the growing power and
independence of local warrior families. Those in
control of the shoen often assumed power from their
lords. The old shugo system, especially in the Kyoto
region, was replaced by the daimyo, domain lords.
The phenomenon known as gekokujo—*“those below
overthrowing those above”—also occurred when
main families were overthrown by branch families,
and on occasion, peasant uprisings.

For much of the Warring States period, pro-
vincial daimyo wielded considerable power with
little interference by the bakufu. Powerful daimyo
such as the Date, Imagawa, and Ouchi families
controlled farming villages and gained retainers
trom influential local families. To assist in domain
administration, legal matters, and dispute settle-
ment, provincial daimyo issued local laws (bunko-
kubo).

European Contacts As daimyo waged war against
each other and attempted to increase their territory
and authority, the governing power of the emperor
and shogun remained ineffectual. Soon a new chal-
lenge confronted the Japanese—encounters with
Europeans. The Portuguese arrived first: in 1543
Portuguese sailors were shipwrecked on Tane-
gashima off the coast of southern Kyushu. The Por-
tuguese taught the Japanese how to make muskets, a
technology new to Japan, which changed how
daimyo fought battles and constructed fortifications.
The Portuguese were followed by Spanish, English,
and Dutch traders and missionaries. Europeans
referred to Japan as Xipangu, a term derived from
tales of Marco Polo’s travels.

Among the missionaries active in Japan, the most
notable was the Spanish Jesuit Francis Xavier who
arrived in Kagoshima in 1549, thereby inaugurating
what has come to be called Japan’s “Christian Cen-

tury.” Although Francis Xavier resided in Japan for
less than three years, Jesuit and other missionaries
worked in Japan until they were expelled by the
Tokugawa shogunate in the first half of the 17th
century. Some Kyushu daimyo converted to Chris-
tianity and forced their vassals to do the same to try
to gain trade with Europe. These daimyo promoted
Christianity in hopes of acquiring, among other
things, military equipment and technology.

AZUCHI-MOMOYAMA PERIOD
(1573-1615)

The Azuchi-Momoyama period takes its name from
two castles built by warrior-rulers in the second half
of the 16th century. Azuchi Castle was built by Oda
Nobunaga on the shores of Lake Biwa near Kyoto.
Toyotomi Hideyoshi built his castle, Momoyama
(Peach Mountain), at Fushimi on what was then the
outskirts of Kyoto. This era is also sometimes
referred to as the Shokuho period.

Unification of Japan By the 1560s, the extended
period of political disorder and civil war was ending.
A process of national unification began to occur as
the result of the military and political shrewdness of
three central figures: the warriors Oda Nobunaga
(1534-82), 'Toyotomi Hideyoshi (1536-98), and
Tokugawa Ieyasu (1542-1616). Beginning with
Nobunaga, these three gradually defeated and
annexed smaller daimyo, leading eventually to com-
plete control over Japan by the Tokugawa shogu-
nate.

Nobunaga was aware that any possibility of uni-
tying Japan under his control meant not only defeat-
ing rival daimyo, but also controlling the imperial
court at Kyoto. To this end, Nobunaga marched on
Kyoto, occupying the city in 1568. He also waged
war on rival warriors and powerful Buddhist temples
such as the Tendai Buddhist monastery complex on
Mt. Hiei, northeast of the capital, which he
destroyed in 1571. As Nobunaga seized land, he
gave out domains to his loyal commanders, thereby
securing control over these lands.

In 1582, Nobunaga was assassinated by his vassal,
Akechi Mitsuhide. Toyotomi Hideyoshi, one of
Nobunaga’ generals, became Nobunaga’s successor.
Of peasant background, Hideyoshi had become a
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trusted commander to Nobunaga. Hideyoshi con-
tinued the process of national unification. By 1590,
most of Japan was under his control. On two different
occasions—in 1592 and in 1597—he sent his armies
to subjugate Korea in the first stage of what turned
out to be a failed plan to conquer China. Hideyoshi
also established a fixed social hierarchy consisting of
warriors, farmers, artisans, and merchants that was
to become institutionalized in the subsequent Edo
period.

For all of Hideyoshi’s military and political savvy,
he failed to adequately provide for the succession of
power to his son, Hideyori, who was still a young
child when Hideyoshi died in 1598. Prior to his
death, Hideyoshi arranged for five of his senior min-
isters (tairo)—all powerful daimyo—to protect
Hideyori’s interests until he came of age. Soon after
Hideyoshi’s death, however, rivalries between the
five emerged. Tokugawa leyasu, a Nobunaga ally
trom an earlier battle in 1560 led the faction against
those who supported Hideyori’s right to succeed his
father. The matter was settled in 1600 at the Battle
of Sekigahara. Ieyasu’s decisive victory cemented his
control over national affairs. In order to secure his
position, Ieyasu had himself appointed shogun in
1603 and established the Tokugawa shogunate (also
referred to as the Tokugawa bakufu).

After the Battle of Sekigahara, Ieyasu made sure
to secure his control over the daimyo, both those
whom he was allied with and those he viewed as his
rivals. In effect, Ieyasu manipulated the daimyo sys-
tem to his own benefit. Depending on the daimyo,
he reduced their landholdings or removed them
altogether. He sometimes kept the land he confis-
cated for his own domains; still other land he gifted
to relatives and Tokugawa family retainers. Hideyori
was reduced by Ieyasu to a minor daimyo residing at
his father Hideyoshis Osaka Castle.

Eschewing day-to-day governance, leyasu
stepped down as shogun in 1605 after only two years
and gave the position to his son Hidetada. Ieyasu
worked behind the scenes to strengthen the shogu-
nate and to solidify its power and authority. leyasu
destroyed the final threats to his regime in 1615
when he marched on Osaka Castle and there
defeated rivals Hideyori and his Toyotomi family
supporters. With any military threat effectively sup-
pressed, Ieyasu issued laws that codified Tokugawa

control over the daimyo and the imperial court.
These laws were the Laws for the Military Houses
(Buke Shobatto) and the Laws for the Imperial and
Court Officials (Kinchu Narabi ni Kuge Shobatto).
Ieyasu died in 1616 having established control over
the entire country and having set up rules for
orderly succession of Tokugawa political power.

Early Modern Japan
(1615-1868)

EDO PERIOD (1615-1868)

Early modern Japan marks the unification of the
country under the Tokugawa military government
and some 250 years of peace, the longest such period
in Japan’s history. This was possible because of the
strict control and political administration of the
Tokugawa shogunate. The Edo period was distin-
guished by strong central rule under the shoguns
and strong local rule under the daimyo who
reported to the shogun. Warriors were in control of
all aspects of government. This, coupled with
Japan’s seclusion policy against influence from for-
eign nations, helped create a distinctive Japanese
culture. It was also a time of important social and
economic transformations, including the rise of
cities, the development of a strong merchant class,
and the expression of urban popular culture.

Early modern Japan is synonymous with the
Edo period. The Edo period derives its name
from the city Edo (present-day Tokyo) where the
Tokugawa shogunate established its headquarters.
This period is sometimes dated from 1600 to
reflect the significance of the decisive victory of the
Tokugawa at the Battle of Sekigahara. Alternately,
the Edo period is sometimes dated from 1603, the
year that Tokugawa Ieyasu became shogun. Finally,
some date the Edo period from 1616, the year of
Ieyasu’s death. The Edo period ended in 1867 with
the resignation of the last Tokugawa shogun, or
according to others, in 1868 when the imperial
restoration (Meiji Restoration) was proclaimed and
the city of Edo was renamed Tokyo (“Eastern Cap-
ital”), replacing Kyoto as the official capital of

Japan.
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Bakuban System of Government leyasu set in
motion a political structure referred to as the
bakuban system by modern historians. The term
bakuban combines the terms bakufu and han (mean-
ing “daimyo domain”) and refers to the modes of
government, economy, and society central to life in
the Edo period. leyasu’s immediate successors,
Hidetada (second Tokugawa shogun) and Iemitsu
(third Tokugawa shogun) further refined the
bakuban system that was meant to maintain Toku-
gawa power and control over Japan.

The Tokugawa shogunate utilized several meth-
ods for consolidating their political power and
authority and for suppressing the possibility of chal-
lenges to their rule from such sectors as the daimyo
and the imperial court. In order to control the
daimyo, Ieyasu transferred potentially hostile
daimyo to strategically unimportant geographic
locations. He confiscated or otherwise reduced the
domain holdings of others. To further assure that
these daimyo would not pose a threat, he kept them
occupied with road building and other public works
projects that kept them financially drained, since the
daimyo were expected to provide the funds and
other resources for the bakufu’s projects. These poli-
cies continued into the 17th century. Particularly
effective was the bakufu practice of placing relatives
and retainers as daimyo heads of domains in politi-
cally and militarily strategic districts such as Kanto
and Kinki. In so doing, the Tokugawa were able to
buffer themselves from the influence and potential
military threats from so-called “outside lords”
(tozama). In similar fashion, the bakufu secured
strategic land under their own control as well as the
economically and politically important cities of
Kyoto, Osaka, and Nagasaki. While the bakufu con-
trolled the political administration of the country,
there was also a system of domain administration
(bansei) controlled by the daimyo, whose regional
authority could be quite strong.

The Tokugawa shogunate found still other ways
to induce adherence to their rule. Conspicuous was
the system of alternate attendance (sankin kotai) by
the daimyo at Edo. Established in the 1630s, this
system required daimyo to set up residences at Edo
and to appear before the shogun every other year.
Though largely ceremonial, this system had a strate-
gic feature: daimyo families were forced to live per-

manently in Edo as hostages, a clear incentive for
the daimyo to obey the shogunate. This system also
held in check rival daimyo because of the great
expense they had to bear as a result of having to
maintain two separate administrative locations and
the cost of traveling to Edo every other year.
Besides the daimyo, the bakufu was concerned
about the imperial family and the aristocrats in
Kyoto. The Tokugawa promulgated a legal code
expressly directed at the activities of the imperial
family and aristocrats that placed them in a role sub-
servient to the interests of the shogunate. The
shogunate also enforced a four-class hierarchical
social system, originated by Toyotomi Hideyoshi,
consisting of warriors, farmers, artisans, and mer-
chants in this order of importance. Marriage was
restricted to members of the same social class. This
system of hierarchical relationships was influenced
by Confucian notions of master-disciple relations.
The rigid control exerted by the Tokugawa
shogunate over the country, and the peace it pro-
vided, was the foundation for the development of
cities as thriving commercial centers. The increasing
wealth of the merchant class produced new literary,
artistic, and other cultural expressions that fit with
their sensibilities and values. At the same time, this
also produced tensions between warriors and mer-
chants as the merchant class was ascending despite
their lower placement in the formal social hierarchy.

National Seclusion The Tokugawa shogunate
embarked on a policy of national seclusion (sakoku)
as a means to control trade and to suppress Chris-
tianity. leyasu, for one, had been interested in the
possibility of trade with the Dutch and the English,
but trade and Christian missionary activity were
closely connected and Ieyasu came to distrust the
political intentions of the missionaries. The shogu-
nate issued a series of anti-Christian directives and
by 1639 Christianity was completely banned and
trade radically curtailed and controlled. The only
trade allowed with Europe was with the Dutch,
whose activities were confined to Dejima, an island
in Nagasaki harbor. National seclusion remained the
national policy until the middle of the 19th century.

One of the effects of the national seclusion policy
on life in the Edo period was the regulation estab-
lished in the 1630s that required all families to regis-
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ter at a local Buddhist temple. Each year temples
had to certify that none of their registered parish-
ioners were Christians. The temple registry system
was thus another means of social control.

Bakumatsu: The End of the Bakufu Although
the basic governance structure of the Edo period
was set by the middle of the 16th century and lasted
until the mid-19th century, there were significant
political, social, economic, and other changes that
strained the bakuban system and led to an increas-
ingly ineffective government and the collapse of the
Tokugawa bakufu.

By the middle of the 18th century, financial diffi-
culties beset both the shogunate and the daimyo.
Wealth was now concentrated in the urban mer-
chant class. Both peasant uprisings and samurai dis-
content became more and more prevalent. Attempts
at fiscal and social reforms were made, but they were
never effective. The plight of farmers, already heav-
ily taxed by the shogunate and the daimyo, was
worsened by a series of famines. The prosperity of
the merchants came to stand in stark contrast to the
economic hardships of farmers and samurai.

In addition to these internal threats to Tokugawa
rule, increasing contacts with uninvited American,
European, and Russian ships impinged on the secu-
rity of the Tokugawa. Although there had been spo-
radic encounters and confrontations with foreign
ships prior to the middle of the 19th century, it was
the arrival of Commodore Matthew Perry in 1853 in
command of several U.S. warships and the demand
that Japan open her ports to trade that set in motion
the events that would end the Tokugawa shogunate.
The bakufu was initially indecisive on whether to
allow or ban foreigners but eventually bowed to the
demands, pressures, and threats of the United States
and other foreign powers and opened some ports to
foreigners. Japan’s long seclusion was ended. The
shogunate also signed treaties with the United States
and other countries against the wishes of the imper-
ial authorities. The shogunate’s assertion that it was
loyal to the emperor was rendered suspect, and this
unilateral action fueled significant anti-Tokugawa
sentiment.

Many daimyo were against the opening of Japan
to foreign influence and advocated the expulsion of
the Americans and Europeans. Support grew for

loyalty to the emperor even among some of the
shogunate’s closest allies. Those opposed to the
"Tokugawa shogunate and their policy of embracing
foreign trade rallied behind the slogan of “Revere
the emperor! Expel the barbarians!” (sonno joi). By
1860, activist samurai turned their wrath against the
foreign “barbarians” into attacks against Japanese
officials who publicly supported the Tokugawa gov-
ernment’s foreign policy. The assassination in 1860
of Ii Naosuke, a great elder (wiro) of the Tokugawa
shogunate and supporter of foreign trade and diplo-
macy, is just one example of the intense acrimony
this issue engendered. The shogunate was effectively
caught between the internal antiforeign movement
and the external demands of foreigners.

The 1860s witnessed increasing anti-bakufu
activities among daimyo and imperial loyalists.
Despite some attempts by daimyo to forcefully pre-
vent the entrance of foreign ships into Japanese
ports, it was soon apparent that foreign military
technology was superior to that of the Japanese
when foreign ships engaged in naval bombardments
against Japanese positions.

Discontent over the shogunate’s handling of
national and foreign affairs came to a flashpoint
when the Choshu domain (in present-day Yam-
aguchi prefecture) allied with the nearby Satsuma
domain in 1866 to lead a movement to oust the
shogun and restore the emperor at the head of a new
government. Although the Tokugawa mobilized the
shogunal army to resist the daimyo, these forces
were defeated by the daimyo troops. In 1867, the
shogun Yoshinobu resigned under threat of further
military confrontations with Choshu and Satsuma.
Yoshinobu thought that he would be given an
important role in any new government, but when
this did not happen he dispatched his army against
Kyoto only to be defeated by Choshu-Satsuma
forces who declared themselves an imperial army
fighting for the emperor. Choshu, Satsuma, and
other daimyo sent troops against Edo, but the
shogunal troops surrendered without a fight. The
Tokugawa shogunate was abolished, and early in
1868, the Choshu-Satsuma faction declared a
restoration of imperial rule (osei fukko). Emperor
Mutsuhito—still a boy—replaced the shogun as
leader of Japan. With this, the era of the Meiji
Restoration was inaugurated, titled after Mutsuhito’s

HANDBOOK TO LIFE IN MEDIEVAL AND EARLY MODERN JAPAN

14



reign name of Meiji (“Enlightened Rule”). The
emperor moved to Edo to take up residence at
Tokugawa castle and Edo was renamed Tokyo
(“Eastern Capital”). The work of transforming
Japan from a society ruled by warriors into a modern
state was thus begun, directed by leaders of Choshu,
Satsuma, and court officials who had given their
allegiance to the emperor over the shogun.

TABLE OF EVENTS

Kamakura Period (1185-1333)

1185 Minamoto defeat Taira at Battle of
Dannoura; end of the Gempei War;
death of child emperor Antoku
Minamoto Yoritomo establishes con-
stable and steward system

1180s Buddhist monk Saigyo compiles his
poetry into a three-part collection
known as the Sankashu (“Mountain
Hut”)

1189 Warrior Minamoto Yoshitsune
forced to commit suicide

1191 Buddhist monk Eisai introduces
Rinzai school of Zen Buddhism from
China

1192 Minamoto Yoritomo appointed
shogun by Emperor Go-"Toba; estab-
lishes the Kamakura shogunate

1199 Death of Yoritomo; Hojo family
assumes control of the warrior gov-
ernment (bakufu)

Minamoto Yoriie appointed shogun

1203 Hojo Tokimasa becomes regent
(shikken) to the shogun; exercises
actual governmental power

1205 Minamoto Sanetomo appointed
shogun
Hojo Yoshitoki becomes regent to
the shogun
Fujiwara no Teika compiles Shin
Kokinshu

1210 Genshin’s Ojoyoshu printed

HisTORICAL CONTEXT

1212

1215

ca. 1218

1219

1221

1224

1226

1227

1232

1244

1246

1253

1262

1272

1274
1281

15

Death of Buddhist priest Honen
(1133-1212), founder of Pure Land
school (Jodo-shu) of Buddhism
Kamo no Chomei completes the
essay Hojoki (“"Ten-Foot-Square
Hut”)

Death of Buddhist priest Eisai
(1141-1215), founder of Rinzai
school of Zen Buddhism

Earliest versions of the Tale of the
Heike (Heike monogatari)

Sanetomo assassinated

End of line of Minamoto shoguns;
Hojo assume control over the bakufu
Jokyu (Shokyu) Disturbance: retired
emperor Go-"Toba attempts to exer-
cise real power

Ascendancy of Hojo family regents
Hojo Yasutoki becomes regent to the
shogun

Shinran founds True Pure Land
(Jodo-shinshu) school of Buddhism
Fujiwara no Yoritsune appointed
shogun; first regent-shogun

Dogen introduces Soto school of
Zen Buddhism from China

Hojo Yasutoki issues Joei Law Code
(Foei shikimoku; “Formulary for
Shogun’ Decision of Suits”)
Minamoto Yoritsugu appointed
shogun

Dogen establishes Eiheiji in
Echizen

Hojo Tokiyori becomes regent to
the shogun

Nichiren school of Japanese Bud-
dhism established

Death of Buddhist priest Dogen
(1200-53), founder of Soto school of
Zen Buddhism

Death of Buddhist priest Shinran
(1173-1262), founder of True Pure
Land school (Jodo-shinshu) of
Buddhism

Beginning of imperial succession
disputes

First Mongol invasion

Second Mongol invasion



1282

1289

1297

ca. 1307

1308

1311

1318

1324

1325

ca. 1330

1330s

1331-1336

1333

Death of Buddhist priest Nichiren
(1222-82), founder of Nichiren (or
Lotus) school of Buddhism

Death of Buddhist priest Ippen
(1239-89), founder of Ji-shu
(“Time”) school of Buddhism
Bakufu issues first “Virtuous Admin-
istration” (tokusei) edict, canceling
debts of vassals

Lady Nijo completes her diary called
Towazugarari (“Unrequested Tale”;
also known in English as the “Con-
fessions of Lady Nijo”)

Imperial Prince Morikuni appointed
shogun

Hojo Munenobu becomes regent to
the shogun

Go-Daigo becomes emperor
Shochu Disturbance: first plot by
Emperor Go-Daigo to overthrow
bakufu revealed

Official embassy sent to China
Yoshida Kenko completes Tsurezure-
gusa

Shoin architectural style starts to
gain prominence

Genko Disturbance: second plot by
Emperor Go-Daigo to overthrow
bakufu revealed

Ashikaga Takauji seizes Kyoto in
Go-Daigo’s name

End of Hojo regency and the
Kamakura bakufu

Muromachi Period (1333-1573)

1333-1336

1335

Kemmu Restoration: imperial rule
restored by Emperor Go-Daigo
Ashikaga Takauji leads rebellion
against Emperor Go-Daigo

Nitta Yoshisada destroys Kamakura

Northern and Southern Courts (Nanbokucho)

(1336-1392)

1336

Ashikaga Takauji seizes Kyoto
Emperor Go-Daigo flees Kyoto;
establishes Southern Court at
Yoshino

1338

1339
1354

1358

1359

1365-1372

1368

1378

1384
1392

1394

1397

1401

1402

1404

1429

1428

1441

1443
1450

Ashikaga Takauji appointed shogun
"Takauji enthrones Northern Court
emperor in Kyoto; establishes the
Muromachi bakufu

Death of Emperor Go-Daigo
Death of historian Kitabatake
Chikafusa (1293-1354)

Nijo Yoshimoto compiles Tsukubashu,
first linked verse (renga) anthology
Ashikaga Yoshiakira appointed
shogun

Prince Kanenaga and Imagawa
Sadayo fight in Kyushu

Ashikaga Yoshimitsu appointed
shogun

Ashikaga Yoshimitsu constructs the
Hana no Gosho (Palace of Flowers) at
Muromachi in Kyoto

Death of Noh dramatist Kanami
Unification of Southern and North-
ern courts; Go-Kameyama (South-
ern Court emperor) returns to
Kyoto and surrenders imperial
regalia to Go-Komatsu (Northern
Court emperor)

Ashikaga Yoshimochi appointed
shogun

Yoshimitsu constructs the Golden
Pavilion (Kinkakuji) at Kitayama in
Kyoto

Ashikaga Yoshimitsu establishes
diplomatic and trade relations with
Ming China

Yoshimitsu given title “King of
Japan” by the Ming emperor
Beginning of trade with Ming China
Ashikaga Yoshinori appointed
shogun

Shocho peasant uprisings (zsuchi
ikki): peasants in capital area demand
that the bakufu cancel debts

Kakitsu Uprising: Akamatsu Mit-
susuke assassinates Yoshinori
Ashikaga Yoshikatsu appointed
shogun

Death of Noh playwright Zeami
Zen temple Ryoanji established in
Kyoto
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1454

ca. 1460

Ashikaga Yoshimasa appointed
shogun

Death of Zen monk and landscape
painter Tensho Shubun

Warring States (Sengoku) (1467-1568)

1467

1477

1481

1483

1485-1493

1488

1506

1525

1541

1543

1547

1549

1559

1560
1568

Start of Onin War; marks the begin-
ning of the Warring States (Sen-
goku) period

Ashikaga Yoshihisa appointed
shogun

End of Onin War; much of Kyoto
destroyed during the 10-year distur-
bance

Death of Buddhist priest Ikkyu
Ashikaga Yoshimasa constructs
Ginkakuji (Temple of the Silver
Pavilion) at Higashiyama in Kyoto
Peasant uprisings in Yamashiro
province

Ikko Uprising (ikko ikki) in Kaga
province

Death of painter-monk Sesshu Toyo
(1420-1506)

Painting of the oldest extant scenes
of daily life in Kyoto, known as
rakuchu rakugai zu (“scenes inside
and outside the capital”), by an
unknown artist

Ashikaga Yoshiharu appointed
shogun

Portuguese vessel shipwrecked at
Tanegashima; introduction of Euro-
pean-style firearms to Japan
Ashikaga Yoshiteru appointed
shogun

Last licensed trading ship sent to
Ming China

Introduction of Christianity to
Japan: Portuguese Jesuit missionary
Francis Xavier arrives in Kyushu at
Kagoshima and begins missionary
activities

Death of Kano-school painter Kano
Motonobu (1476-1559)

Battle of Okehazama

Ashikaga Yoshihide appointed shogun

HisTORICAL CONTEXT

1569

1570

1571

Oda Nobunaga seizes Kyoto; begins
process of national unification
Nobunaga grants permission for
Christian missionaries to carry out
their work

Ashikaga Yoshiaki appointed shogun
Battle of Anegawa: Oda Nobunaga
defeats Asai Nagamasa and Asakura
Yoshikage

Nagasaki port opened to foreign
trade

Oda Nobunaga destroys the Tendai
Buddhist temple complex on Mt.
Hiei

Portuguese merchant ship arrives at
Nagasaki

Azuchi-Momoyama Period (1573-1615)

1573

1575

1576-1579

1579

1580

1582

Ashikaga bakufu ends: Oda
Nobunaga defeats the shogun,
Ashikaga Yoshiaki; Nobunaga in
control of the government
Nobunaga destroys opposition
daimyo families of Asai Nagamasa
and Asakura Yoshikage

Battle of Nagashino; use of firearms
by armies of Oda Nobunaga and
Tokugawa leyasu; Takeda clan
defeated

Oda Nobunaga constructs Azuchi
Castle at Azuchi near Lake Biwa
Supervisor of Jesuit missions in Asia,
Alessandro Valignano, arrives in
Japan

Oda Nobunaga defeats Jodo-shinshu
“League of the Single Idea” (Ikko
ikki) at Ishiyama Honganji in Osaka
Kyushu Christian daimyo send en-
voys to Rome (envoys return in 1590)
Nobunaga orders land survey
(kenchi) for Yamashiro province; this
is later expanded to include the
entire nation

Oda Nobunaga (b. 1534) assassi-
nated by Akechi Mitsuhide at Hon-
noji in Kyoto; succeeded by
"Toyotomi Hideyoshi



1583
1585

1586

1587

1588

1590

1591

1592-1593

1597-1598

1597

1598

1600

Hideyoshi avenges Nobunaga’s
death; kills Akechi Mitsuhide at Bat-
tle of Yamazaki

Construction of Osaka Castle begins
Hideyoshi appointed imperial regent
(kampaku) to Emperor Ogimachi
Hideyoshi appointed prime minister
(Dajodaijin) to Emperor Go-Yozei
Hideyoshi given surname Toyotomi
by Emperor Go-Yozei

Hideyoshi takes control of Kyushu;
tries to suppress pirates

Hideyoshi issues edict restricting
practice of Christianity and orders
expulsion of missionaries

"Toyotomi Hideyoshi issues “sword
hunt” order; confiscates swords held
by peasants, farmers, and religious
institutions

Hideyoshi defeats Hojo forces at
Odawara Castle; unifies control over
Japan

Hideyoshi assigns control of Kanto
region to Tokugawa leyasu

Death of painter Kano Eitoku
(1543-90)

Death of tea master Sen no Rikyu
(1522-91)

Bunroku Campaign: Hideyoshi
invades Korea

Keicho Campaign: Hideyoshi’s sec-
ond invasion of Korea; defeated by
Chinese and Korean forces in 1598
Twenty-Six Martyrs, first Christian
persecution: crucifixion of 26 Christ-
ian missionaries and Japanese Chris-
tians at Nagasaki

Hideyoshi issues ban on Christianity
Death of Toyotomi Hideyoshi
(1536-98)

Japanese troops withdrawn from
Korea

"Tokugawa Ieyasu victorious at the
Battle of Sekigahara; gains control
over entire country

Dutch ship Liefde arrives in Bungo;
William Adams and other crew
members taken to Edo

1603

ca. 1603

1606

1609

1610

1614

Tokugawa Ieyasu appointed shogun;
establishes Tokugawa bakufu at

Edo

Izumo no Okuni begins Kabuki
dance performances performed by
women in Kyoto

"Tokugawa Hidetada appointed
shogun

Dutch granted permission to estab-
lish trading office and factory at
Hirado

Construction of Himeji Castle com-
pleted

Construction of Nagoya Castle com-
pleted

Battle of Osaka Castle (Osaka Win-
ter Siege): Ieyasu attacks Toyotomi
Hideyori at Osaka Castle
Christianity banned throughout

Japan

Edo Period (1615-1868)

1615

1616

1617

1620

1623

1635

Battle of Osaka Castle (Osaka Sum-
mer Siege): Ieyasu captures Osaka
Castle; Toyotomi clan destroyed;
death of "Toyotomi Hideyori
(1593-1615)

Promulgation of Ordinances for
Military Houses (Buke shobatto) and
Ordinances for Court and Courtier
Families (Kinchu narabini kuge
shobatto)

Death of Tokugawa Ieyasu
(1543-16106)

Yoshiwara pleasure district estab-
lished in Edo under government
control

Construction begins on the Katsura
Detached Palace (Katsura Rikyu)
"Tokugawa Iemitsu appointed shogun
Persecution of Christian missionar-
ies and believers begins

Bakufu establishes system of alter-
nate attendance of daimyo at Edo
(sankin-kotar)

Foreign ships forbidden to enter all
ports except for Nagasaki; overseas
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1636

1636

1637-1638
1638

1639

1641

1643

1655
1657

1688

1688-1704

1693

1694

1697

1702

1703

Japanese forbidden from returning
to Japan

Japanese banned from traveling
abroad

Portuguese residents relocated to
Dejima in Nagasaki

Construction of Nikko Toshogu
completed

Shimabara Rebellion in Kyushu
Christianity strictly prohibited
Decree issued forcing Portuguese to
leave Japan

Expulsion of Portuguese traders (last
of Exclusion Decrees)

Closing of Japan to outside world
(sakoku)

Dutch factory relocated from
Hirado to Dejima at Nagasaki;
Dejima only port where foreign
trade is allowed

Prohibition on buying and selling
land

"Tokugawa Ietsuna appointed shogun
Great Edo Fire

Tokugawa Mitsukuni begins compi-
lation of Great History of Japan (Dai
Nihon Shi)

Death of Neo-Contucian scholar
and shogunal adviser Hayashi Razan
(1583-1657)

Number of Chinese trading ships
calling at Nagasaki limited to 70 per
year

Genroku Period: flourishing of Edo
popular culture

Death of writer Thara Saikaku
(1642-93)

Death of poet Matsuo Basho
(1644-94)

Dojima rice exchange (Dojima kome
ichiba) established in Osaka

Revenge of 47 ronin (masterless
samurai): Ako daimyo ronin kill Kira
Yoshinaka to revenge the death of
their lord

Playwright Chikamatsu Monzaemon
writes The Love Suicides of Sonezaki
(Sonezaki shinju)

HisTORICAL CONTEXT

1707
1709

1715

1716

1720s
1720

1723

1724

1732

1758

1770

1772

1774

1779

1782-1787
1783

1786

1787

19

Mt. Fuji erupts

Arai Hakuseki becomes adviser to
the shogun, Ienobu

Order restricting Nagasaki trade: 30
ships per year for China and two
ships per year for the Dutch
"Tokugawa Yoshimune appointed
shogun

Yoshimune inaugurates Kyoho
Reforms

Kyoho Reform implemented
Permission given for import of Chi-
nese translations of Western books
except for those concerning Chris-
tianity

Introduction of tashidaka system that
changes payment system for bakufu
officials

Plays dealing with love suicides for-
bidden

Death of playwright Chikamatsu
Monzaemon (1653-1724)

Kyoho Famine in southwestern
Japan

Aoki Konyo publishes first Dutch-
Japanese dictionary and introduces
the sweet potato

Death of woodblock artist Suzuki
Harunobu (1725-70)

Tanuma Okitsugu becomes a senior
councilor (roju)

Kuitai Shinsho, first Japanese transla-
tion of a Dutch book: Sugita Gem-
paku and Maeno Ryotaku translate
Tabulae Anatomicae, a Dutch work on
dissection

Death of scholar Hiraga Gennai
(1728-79)

Temmei famines

Mt. Asama erupts; massive destruc-
tion to Kanto agricultural land
Death of shogun Ieharu; Tanuma
Okitsugu dismissed as senior coun-
cilor

"Tokugawa Ienari appointed shogun
Matsudaira Sadanobu becomes a
senior councilor (roju); initiates Kan-
sei Reforms
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1853

1854

1854-1858
1856

1858

1859

1860

1860s

1862

1863

"Tokugawa Iesada appointed shogun
Commodore Matthew Perry arrives
in Japan at Uraga; presents official
letter from U.S. president Millard
Fillmore requesting establishment of
diplomatic and economic relations
with Japan

Commodore Perry returns to Japan
Treaty of Kanagawa: friendship
treaty with the United States
Unequal treaties imposed on Japan
Consul General Townsend Harris,
first U.S. consul to Japan, arrives at
Shimoda

Office for studying barbarian books
established

Ansei Purge: Ii Naosuke has Yoshida
Shoin assassinated

Ii Naosuke appointed great coun-
cilor (tairo)

Treaty of Amity and Commerce
between Japan and the United
States; first of the Ansei treaties;
similar treaties later concluded
between Japan and England, France,
the Netherlands, and Russia
Fukuzawa Yukichi founds the Dutch
School (Rangaku Juku) in Edo
Death of woodblock artist Ando
Hiroshige

Ports at Yokohama, Nagasaki, and
Hakodate opened to foreign trade
First Japanese embassy to the United
States sent to ratify trade treaty
Assassination of Ii Naosuke for sign-
ing Japan-U.S. treaty without imper-
ial approval

Tokugawa Iemochi appointed
shogun

Unity of Imperial Court and Toku-
gawa bakufu (kobu gattai) movement
Japanese students sent to Europe
Namamugi Incident: Satsuma samu-
rai murder Englishman for blocking
procession near Yokohama; results in
the Satsuma-England War
Shimonoseki Incident: Choshu
domain fires on foreign ships

British warships bomb Kagoshima
(Satsuma capital) in retaliation for
Namamugi Incident

Choshu forces expelled from Kyoto
U.S., British, French, and Dutch
ships bombard Choshu positions at
Shimonoseki in retaliation for 1863
attack; Straits of Shimonoseki
opened

Foreign treaties ratified

Satsuma and Choshu form alliance
against the Tokugawa shogunate and
in support of restoration of imperial
rule

"Tokugawa Yoshinobu appointed
shogun

Mutsuhito enthroned as Emperor
Meiji

Assassination of Sakamoto Ryoma
and Nakaoka Shintaro in Kyoto
"Tokugawa Yoshinobu resigns as
shogun; end of Tokugawa shogunate;
governance restored to imperial
court; start of Meiji Restoration
Edo renamed Tokyo (“Eastern Capi-
tal”); Edo Castle becomes the new
imperial residence

Proclamation of imperial restoration
Shogun’ forces surrender at
Fushima and Toba

1864
1865

1866

1867

1868

BIOGRAPHIES OF
HISTORICAL FIGURES

Abe Masahiro (1819-1857) Daimyo and states-
man. From 1843 to 1857 he served the Tokugawa
shogunate as a senior councilor (rgju). In the wake
of Commodore Perry’s visits to Japan, Abe or-
chestrated the opening of Japan to foreign trade
with the United States and other Western nations.
In 1854 he signed the Kanagawa Treaty with
the United States, followed by peace agreements
with other countries. These actions represented a
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significant policy shift from the shogunate’s former
isolationist stances.

Abe Shoo (ca. 1653-1753) Physician and botanist.
Abe specialized in medicinal herbs (bonzogaku) and
studied the cultivation of sugarcane, cotton, carrots,
sweet potatoes, and medicinal plants in the Edo
region. His written works that detail his research
include Saiyaku shiki and Sambyaku shuroku.

Abutsu-ni (unknown-1283) The nun Abutsu.
Court lady, poet, and, eventually, a Buddhist nun
whose travels from Kyoto to Kamakura are
recounted in her poetic diary called the Izayoi nikki
(Diary of the waning moon, 1277). She was married
to Fujiwara no Tameie of the Fujiwara literary family.
After her husband’s death in 1275, she became a nun.

Adams, William (1564-1620) English navigator.
After Adams’s crippled ship landed in Kyushu, he
was ordered to go to Osaka where Tokugawa leyasu
was so impressed by Adams’s immense knowledge of
ships that he welcomed him to live in Japan. Adams
was responsible for instituting an English trading
factory for the East India Company and resided in
Japan for the remainder of his life.

Aida Yasuaki (1747-1817) Mathematician. Aida
was the founder of the mathematical school known
as Saijo-ryu which focused on the study of system-
atic algebra. Among his accomplishments, Aida cre-
ated the first symbolic demarcation of “equal” in
Japanese mathematics.

Ajima Naonobu (ca. 1732-1796) Mathematician
and fourth head of the Seki-ryu mathematical
school. Ajima’s accomplishments included work on
logarithms and his advancement of retsu-jutsu induc-
tive methods.

Akamatsu Mitsusuke (1373-1441) Warrior and
military governor (shugo). Akamatsu was the focal
point of the Kakitsu Incident in which he assassi-
nated the Ashikaga shogun, Yoshinori, when Yoshi-
nori tried to reallocate Mitsusuke’s land. For his
precipitous actions, Mitsusuke was forced to commit
suicide.

Akechi Mitsuhide (1526-1582) Warrior. He was
Nobunaga’s military official and the liaison between
Nobunaga and Ashikaga Yoshiaki. Mitsuhide is
known for the Honnoji Incident, where he betrayed
Nobunaga and murdered him for reasons that are
still unknown. Mitsuhide was killed in the Battle of
Yamazaki.

Alcock, Rutherford (1809-1907) British consul.
The first British minister of Japan, Alcock was
responsible for promoting and establishing trade
between Britain and Japan in 1859. After the
Choshu domain assaulted Western ships that were
passing through the Shimonoseki Strait, Alcock
urged the British, French, Dutch, and American
ships to attack the Choshu coast.

Amakusa Shiro (1621-1638) Peasant and political
activist. Shiro died defending Hara Castle during
the Shimabara Rebellion, a peasant uprising against
oppressive taxes.

Ando Hiroshige (1797-1858) Ukiyo-e print-
maker. Among the most famous of his many wood-
block prints is the series of 53 prints known as the
Fifty-three Stations of the Tokaido Road (Tokaido goju-
samtsugi) that record his impressions of everyday life
and customs along the road between Edo and
Kyoto.

Aoki Mokubei (1767-1833) Ceramicist. Mokubei
studied pottery under Okuda Eisen (1753-1811).
He was noted for his reproductions of Chinese-style
ceramics, including Ming three-color ware and
celadon. Along with Nonomura Seiemon and Ogata
Kezan, he is known as one of the “three great potters
of Kyoto.” Mokubei introduced porcelain tech-
niques to Japan.

Arai Hakuseki (1657-1725) Historian and Confu-
cian philosopher. Hakuseki began his career in 1682
as a samurai tutor employed by the family of Hotta
Masatoshi. Starting in 1694, Hakuseki acted as Con-
fucian tutor and adviser to the sixth Tokugawa
shogun, Ienobu, and later to Ienobu’s son. In an
effort to align the shogunate with Confucian princi-
ples he urged that the title “king” be used in place of
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“shogun” in interactions with Korea. In addition, he
sought treasury and judicial reforms. Hakuseki
wrote a number of historical works as well as his
autobiography.

Arakida Reijo (1732-1806) Also known as Arakida
Rei. Poet and writer. First a writer of renga (linked
verse) poetry, and later a master of waks, haiku, and
verse written in Chinese, she is best known for two
historical novels. She also wrote short stories, travel
diaries, and scholarly works.

Arima Harunobu (1567-1612) Daimyo. One of
the first Christian daimyo of the latter 16th and
early 17th centuries, Harunobu governed the
Takaku region of Hizen province, which due to his
influence became primarily Christian. He was active
in the invasion of Korea and in the vermilion seal
ship trade in the South China Sea. Due to a scandal
involving bribery, he committed suicide and sparked
anti-Christian sentiments in Japan.

Asada Goryu (1734-1799) Astronomer. Asada
studied astronomy and mathematics through Chi-
nese translations of Western scientific works. He
attempted to synthesize Western and Chinese
astronomical systems. In his studies Asada developed
several principles fundamental to the field of astron-
omy. He is particularly noted for his independent
discovery of Kepler’s third law of planetary motion.

Asai Nagamasa (1545-1573) Warrior. Nagamasa
served Oda Nobunaga during the successful 1564
campaign to take possession of Omi province. In
return, Nagamasa was granted a domain in the
northern part of Omi. Soon thereafter he married
Nobunaga sister, Oichi, in 1568. Two years later, in
1570, Nagamaasa joined with others in opposing
Nobunaga, who had aligned himself with the
shogun. Eventually defeated by Nobunaga’ forces,
Nagamasa was forced to commit suicide thus bring-
ing an end to the Asai family line.

Ashikaga Takauji (1305-1358) Ruled 1338-58 as
first Ashikaga shogun. In 1333, Takauji formed an
alliance with Emperor Go-Daigo to oust the ruling
Hojo family. Later, Takauji turned against Go-

Daigo, drove him from Kyoto, and appointed Kom-
yo emperor of what became known as the Northern
Court. Komyo promptly named Takauji shogun. In
exile, Go-Daigo claimed to be the legitimate
emperor of what came to be called the Southern
Court. The years of two claims to imperial authority
have come to be called the period of the Northern
and Southern Courts. Takauji spent much of his
reign trying to reconcile the split between the
Northern and Southern Courts but without success.
A devout Buddhist, Takauji commissioned the con-
struction of temples throughout Japan.

Ashikaga Yoshiaki (1537-1597) Ruled 1568-73 as
15th and last Ashikaga shogun. A former priest,
Yoshiaki became a military dictator when he over-
threw his cousin Yoshihide and became shogun. Due
to contention between Yoshiaki and Oda Nobunaga,
Oda removed Yoshiaki from power in 1573 and
expelled him from Kyoto.

Ashikaga Yoshimasa (1436-1490) Ruled 1449-74
as cighth Ashikaga shogun. Yoshimasa is known
both for his promotion of the arts and other cultural
pursuits, and for his lack of political acumen that
resulted in the deterioration of Muromachi power.
Many of the political matters of his shogunate were
taken care of by his wife, Hino Tomiko. Without an
heir, Yoshimasa decided to appoint his younger
brother, Yoshimi, to be his successor. Before this
transfer of power occurred, however, Tomiko gave
birth to a son named Yoshihisa, whom she desired to
become Yoshimasa’s heir. With the help of powerful
Yamana family leader Sozen, Tomiko’s efforts pre-
cipitated a fight for control over the shogunate that
resulted in the Onin War which raged from
1467-1477. In 1474, in the midst of this struggle,
Yoshimasa decided to turn power over to Yoshihisa.
He then retired to the Higashiyama area of Kyoto
where he built his Silver Pavilion (Ginkakuji) and
immersed himself in the arts. He made significant
contributions to medieval culture through his
patronage of the tea ceremony and Noh drama.

Ashikaga Yoshimitsu (1358-1408) Ruled 1367-95
as third Ashikaga shogun. The Muromachi shogu-
nate reached the height of its power under the rule of
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dorsed repossession of land. Masamune was also
adamant in his opposition to foreign relations with
the West.

Dogen (1200-1253) Zen Buddhist monk. Dogen
studied Tendai Buddhism on Mt. Hiei but was dis-
satisfied with what he learned. After studying with
the Zen monk Eisai, Dogen traveled to China and
there reached enlightenment after studying Soto (in
Chinese, Caodong) Zen. Returning from China, he
established the Soto Zen school in Japan. Dogen’s
assertions about the correctness of Soto teachings
and practices angered the traditional Tendai school,
and Dogen was forced to flee to Echizen, where he
established the Eiheiji, a Soto temple, in 1246.
Dogen’s magnum opus, Shobo genzo (Eye treasures of
the right Dharma), includes instructions for his dis-
ciples as well as sermons explaining his Soto per-
spective.

Eifuku Mon’in (1271-1342) Empress and waka
poet. As empress to Emperor Fushimi (r. 1287-98),
Eifuku was the most notable woman writer of waka
poetry and patron of the Kyogoku poetic style.
Much of her work focuses on the seasons and the
ephemerality of nature, as well as on love and other
complex human emotions. The bulk of her work
(around 150 poems) is represented in the Gyokuyo
wakashu (Collection of jeweled leaves) and the Fuga
wakashu (Collection of elegance), as well as other
imperial anthologies.

Eisai (1141-1215) Zen Buddhist monk. Restless
with the lack of discipline emerging in the Tendai
Buddhist school, Eisai embraced the principles of
the Rinzai school of Zen Buddhism and brought
them to Japan in 1191 after a period of study in
China. Preaching this new form of Buddhist practice
in Kyoto and Kyushsu, Eisai drew much criticism
from Tendai leaders, facing charges of heresy. In
1199 he traveled to Kamakura where Hojo Masako
embraced him, making him abbot of Kenninji
monastery in 1202. There he taught his unique mix-
ture of Zen, Tendai, and esoteric Buddhism until his
death in 1215.

Eison (Eizon) (1201-1290) Ritsu school Buddhist
monk. Eison studied Buddhism at the Daigoji in

Kyoto. Secking a more accessible form of Bud-
dhism, Eison eventually embraced the ideals of the
Ritsu (Vinaya or Precepts) school. Eison also
labored to improve the situation of marginalized
social groups such as lepers, and engaged in work to
improve the community by repairing roads and
bridges. At the invitation of Hojo Tokiyori in 1262,
Eison spent a brief time establishing a number of
temples in and around Kamakura. Eison was the
author of numerous religious texts.

Ema Saiko (1787-1861) Painter and poet. Ema
Saiko was one of the first female scholars of Chinese
arts and letters to receive recognition for her tal-
ents. Her father, a doctor and scholar of both Con-
fucianism and Western studies, lost both his wife
and son when Saiko was three years old. Thereafter
he doted on his daughter, encouraging her to de-
velop her artistic talents by teaching her himself and
later arranging for her to study painting under the
Kyoto monk Gyokurin (1751-1814). During her
lifetime, Saiko occupied an important place in the
Japanese art world, thanks to her celebrated Chi-
nese-style artwork, including verse, calligraphy, and
ink paintings.

En’i (fl. late 13th century) Yamato-e painter. The
details of En’i’s life are unknown. Possibly a priest-
painter or a professional artist, he may have
belonged to a group of painters who specialized in
images related to the Jodo school of Pure Land Bud-
dhism. His name appears on an inscription at the
end of one of the Ippen shonin eden scrolls, a famous
work that illustrates the life of the priest Ippen.

Enku (ca. 1632-1695) Tendai Buddhist priest and
sculptor. Enku traveled throughout Japan as an itin-
erant priest and beggar, preaching to the people he
met along the road. He is particularly noted for his
carvings of Buddhist images. His style is known as
“hatchet carving” because the carvings are rough
with the appearance of being unfinished.

Eshin (1182-1270s) Pure Land Buddhist nun. Also
known as Eshin-ni (the nun Eshin). Eshin was the
wife of Shinran Shonin, founder of the Jodo-shinshu
school of Pure Land Buddhism and the first Bud-
dhist priest to marry. Eshin is famous for her active
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support of her husband’s Buddhist teachings. Many
of her letters survive, indicating both her learning

and her literary ability.

Fabian (ca. 1565-after 1620) Japanese author and
Christian apostate. After studying Zen in Kyoto,
Fabian converted to Christianity in 1583 and entered
the Jesuit order as a brother three years later. While
teaching at the Jesuit school in Amakusa, he authored
a Christian-influenced version of the famous warrior
narrative, Heike monogatari (Tale of the Heike). He
spent a number of years at the Jesuit mission in
Kyoto, where he gained a reputation for being an
impassioned preacher. After he was denied promo-
tion to the priesthood, Fabian suddenly left the
Jesuits in 1608. He spent much of the rest of his life
speaking out against his former Jesuit brothers, writ-
ing the famous work Ha Daiusu (Deus Destroyed) in
1620. This text became foundational for the anti-
Christian movement of the Edo period.

Frois, Luis (1532-1597) Jesuit missionary. Frois,
born in Portugal, was sent to Japan in 1563. He is
important for his careful record keeping of life in
16th century Japan. His writings included mission-
ary reports and a history of Japanese Christianity
(Historia de Fapam) that covers the years 1549 to
1593. He died in Nagasaki.

Fujiwara no Kanezane (Kujo Kanezane) (1149-
1207) Statesman. Kanezane was a Kamakura-period
aristocrat who started the Kujo family line. He
served as an imperial regent and struggled to control
retired emperors from continuing to try to direct the
affairs of state from behind the scenes. This activity
was the cause of his downfall in 1196, after which he
became a Buddhist priest. Besides some poetry,
Kanezana is known for his court diary, the Gyokuyo.

Fujiwara no Takanobu (1142-1205) Yamaro-e
painter and poet. Takanobu lived in Kyoto as a court
noble and painted several portraits including Mina-
moto no Yoritomo, Fujiwara no Mitsuyoshi, and
"Taira no Shigemore. He first developed the style of
portraiture called #ise-e, which incorporated a de-
tailed, realistic approach to depicting facial features.
He was also one of the first to produce portraits in
the secular Yamaro-e style.

Fujiwara no Toshinari no Musume (Shunzei no
Musume) (ca. 1171-1254) Poet. Fujiwara no Toshi-
nari no Musume, literally, “Fujiwara no Toshinari’s
daughter” was also known as Shunzei no Musume
(“Shunzei’s daughter”). Despite these names, she was
in fact the granddaughter of the renowned poet Fuji-
wara no Shunzei (Fujiwara no Toshinari). She was
one of the foremost women waka poets. Her poetry
includes themes of romance infused with symbolic
language that utilizes images of the changing sea-
sons. Her work is preserved in imperial poetry
anthologies and other poetry collections.

Furuta Oribe (1544-1615) Warrior and tea mas-
ter. Oribe was a tea master who distinguished him-
self through patronage of a ceramic type known as
Oribe ware. A student of tea master Sen no Rikyu,
Oribe became Japan’s foremost figure in tea circles
after Rikyu’s death. Oribe was originally a retainer of
Oda Nobunaga and Toyotomi Hideyoshi.

Geiami (1431-1485) Ink painter. Geiami, son and
student of Noami and father of Soami, was an ink
painter who worked in the suiboku style. He inher-
ited the role of doboshu from Noami and passed the
position to Soami. Doboshu retained responsibility
for the connoisseurship and display of art works and
other valuables owned by the Ashikaga shoguns. As
doboshu, Geiami contributed to a catalog of Chinese
works in the Ashikaga collection. He also helped
compose the Kundaikan sayu choki, Japan’ first vol-
ume of art criticism. Geiami was an established
painter whose style demonstrates the influence of
Chinese Southern Song masters Ma Yuan and Xia
Gui, as well as the suiboku artist Shubun.

Gido Shushin (1325-1388) Zen Buddhist monk.
Gido Shushin studied Tendai Buddhism on Mt. Hiei
before embracing the teachings of the Rinzai school
of Zen Buddhism in 1342, becoming a disciple of
Rinzai’s Japanese founder, Muso Soscki. Gido
became a leading proponent of Gozan (Five Moun-
tains) Zen literature and is considered one of the
Gozan tradition’s most accomplished poets.

Go-Daigo (1287-1339) Reigned 1319-39 as the
96th emperor. Go-Daigo was relentless in his oppo-
sition to Kamakura rule. After his foiled 1324
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Shoshu Conspiracy to overtake the shogunate, he
launched a second unsuccessful attempt in 1331,
known as the Genko Incident, when he marched his
imperial army on Kamakura and was soundly
defeated by Hojo Takaoki. He was subsequently
exiled to the Oki Islands, leaving his throne in Kyoto
to be filled by the first Northern Court emperor,
Kogon. He regrouped two years later, and with the
support of the famed warrior Kusunoki Masashige
and the recently defected Hojo general Ashikaga
"Takauji, he was finally successful in bringing an end
to Kamakura rule by ousting Kogon and ushering
in the Kemmu Restoration of 1333. Go-Daigo re-
turned to Kyoto to restore imperial power but was
forced out by an unsatisfied Takauji in 1335.
Retreating to Yoshino, he established a Southern
Court in opposition to the Northern Court, revived
when Takauji installed Kogon’s brother, Komyo, as
emperor in Kyoto. This began a long and intense
period of civil war known as Nambokucho (North-
ern and Southern Courts) lasting until 1392. The
conflict finally ended when the Muromachi shogu-
nate convinced the Southern Court to recognize
Northern emperor Go-Komatsu as a legitimate
ruler. The day before his death in 1339, Go-Daigo
handed control of the Southern Court over to his
son, Go-Murakami.

Go-Kameyama (1347-1424) Reigned 1383-92 as
the 99th emperor. As the last emperor of the South-
ern Court, Go-Kameyama negotiated the reunifica-
tion of the Northern and Southern Courts. Under
this agreement the imperial rule of Northern
emperor Go-Komatsu was to be accepted, with suc-
cession alternating between the Northern and
Southern lines. Upon the death of Muromachi
shogun Ashikaga Yoshimitsu, Go-Kameyama tried
to ensure that the Northern Court would honor this
arrangement. Failing to capture the attention of
the Northern Court, Go-Kameyama eventually re-
turned to Kyoto, allowing the Northern Court lin-
eage to continue to occupy the throne.

Go-Saga (1220-1272) Reigned 124246 as the
88th emperor. Son of Tsuchimikado, Go-Saga left
his life as a Buddhist monk and was aided by the
Kamakura shogunate in taking the throne from the
court-supported heir, Prince Tadanari. While Go-

Saga allowed his son Go-Fukakusa to assume the
throne after the father had ruled only four years, Go-
Saga continued to be a strong presence in the court
for 26 years, forcing Go-Fukakusa to relinquish con-
trol to his younger brother Kameyama in 1260. This
created intense rivalry between the two brothers,
which was not resolved until after Go-Fukakusa
sought the Kamakura shogunate’s help in establish-
ing his lineage’s succession. The shogunate estab-
lished a compromise by alternating succession
between the two lines, starting in 1287 with emperor
Fushimi, Go-Fukakusa’s son. The two lines of suc-
cession are known as the Jimyoin (Go-Fukakusa’s
line) and the Daikakuji (Kameyama’s line).

Go-Toba (1180-1239) Reigned 1183-98 as the
82nd emperor. Ascending the throne at three years
of age, Go-"Toba handed over his position to his son
Tsuchimikado after just 15 years in power. Despite
this, Go-Toba continued to govern, maintaining
control of the emperorship during the reigns of his
second son, Juntoku, and his grandson, Chukyo. An
accomplished waka poet, Go-Toba established a
number of poetry contests and wrote an essay on
poetry. Despite these interests, Go-"Toba was partic-
ularly concerned with trying to oust the Kamakura
shogunate and reestablish direct imperial rule. Go-
"Toba’s opposition to the shogunate culminated in his
failed attempt in 1221 to overthrow the warrior
regime in an event known as the Jokyu Disturbance.
Afterward Go-"Toba was forced to live out the rest of
his life in exile on Oki Island.

Gyokuen Bompo (1348—ca. 1420) Zen monk,
painter, poet, and calligrapher. As a painter, Bompo
worked in the suiboku ink style. He served as abbot
of two major monasteries in Kyoto, Kenninji and
Nanzenji.

Gyonen (1240-1321) Buddhist monk. Gyonen was
ordained in 1257 at Todaiji in Nara where he
learned Kegon Buddhist doctrine, Pure Land princi-
ples, and Shingon Buddhism. Gyonen was a prolific
writer and is especially noted for the Hasshu koyo
(Outline of the eight Buddhist schools, 1268).

Hakuin  (Hakuin Ekaku) (1686-1769) Rinzai

school Zen priest. Hakuin lived as an itinerant monk
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before achieving enlightenment at the age of 24. In
1716, he set out to reform the Rinzai school by
introducing the practice of contemplating paradoxi-
cal questions called koan. His reforms were so suc-
cessful that many of his rituals are still used in
modern Zen practice. In addition to being a prolific
writer, Hakuin took up painting and calligraphy in
the twilight of his life, creating works that are still
praised as significant artistic contributions.

Harunobu (ca. 1725-1770) Ukiyo-e artist. Com-
plete name was Suzuki Harunobu. Harunobu is
noted for producing polychrome woodcut prints
using four to 10 colors in addition to black outlines
and interior details. His subjects included young
courtesans, noted beauties, actors, classical and con-
temporary poems, scenes of domestic life, and erotic
prints called shunga.

Hasegawa Tohaku (1539-1610) Painter. Tohaku
identified himself as successor to Sesshu Toyo after
studying the Kano style in Kyoto from ca. 1570. He
tirst worked in the Kano studio but later revolted
against Kano style and founded the Hasegawa
school. Late in life he served Tokugawa Ieyasu in
Edo. Tohaku created daring monochrome ink land-
scapes in suiboku style, but also produced gold-
screen paintings more typical of Momoyama style.

Hayashi Razan (1583-1657) Neo-Confucian
scholar. The first in a line of Hayashi family advisers
to the Tokugawa shogunate, Razan’s early intellec-
tual development was shaped by his study of Zen
Buddhism and the Confucian philosophy of Zhu Xi
(Chu Hsi). Razan created his own unique view of
Neo-Confucian thought. He became one of the
shogunate’s most prominent advisers and scholars
until his death in 1657. Using his political influence,
Razan promoted Neo-Confucian ideals within the
government and among the populace. He did this by
drafting a number of legal codes for both the mili-
tary class and shogunal vassals as well as lobbying for
anti-Christian legislation.

Hayashi Shihei (1738-1793) Scholar and politi-
cian. An authority in military science, Hayashi criti-
cized and drew attention to the inadequacy of
Japanese military protection. He became adamant

about the stabilization of domestic affairs and began
to advocate various political and economical re-
forms. Due to the Japanese fear of Western interest,
Hayashi became more determined to improve
domestic military and maritime forces. His fervor
for change proved ill-advised, and he was placed
under house arrest.

Hino Tomiko (1440-1496) Like Hojo Masako,
Hino Tomiko exerted a strong influence on Japanese
politics during the Kamakura period. The wife of a
shogun, she held virtual control of the shogunate.
She was known for raising taxes to support the arts
and temple building. Tomiko later ruled through her
son, after forcing her husband out of power.

Hiraga Gennai (1728-1780) Botanist. Hiraga
first studied medicinal herbs in Osaka but moved to
Edo around 1757. There he wrote the Butsurui hin-
shitsu (Classification of various materials) in 1763
and two satirical novels, Nenashi-gusa (Grass with-
out roots) and Furyu Shidoken den (Brave story of
Shidoken). These novels served, in part, as the
foundation for the comic literature known as
kokkeibon. Hiraga performed experiments such as
making asbestos cloth, thermometers, Dutch-style
pottery, and static electricity. Additionally, he
learned weaving methods, ceramics, and painting
techniques.

Hirata Atsutane (1776-1843) Shinto and Koku-
gaku (National Learning) scholar. Atsutane studied
the work of Motoori Norinaga and other Kokugaku
scholars. He embraced Kokugaku ideas about locat-
ing Japan’s spiritual center in ancient texts that
recounted the “way of the gods,” and which sought
to excise foreign thought, such as Buddhism and
Confucianism, in order to return the Japanese to
their true spiritual heritage. Atsutane established a
movement known as Fukko (Restoration) Shinto to
promote his nationalist agenda. Atsutane believed
that Japan was a superior nation because it was the
land of the gods with the imperial line directly
descended from the kami. These nationalist ideas
influenced the leaders of the movement to replace
the shogunate with direct imperial rule. Atsutane
was the author of numerous volumes that articulated
his Shinto perspective.
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Hishikawa Moronobu (ca. 1618-1694) Ukiyo-e
painter, print artist, and illustrator. Moronobu first
worked in the family textile business, then went to
Edo to apprentice in painting around 1658. He stud-
ied several styles, including Tosa, Kamo, Hasegawa,
and genre painting. Moronobu helped to elevate
woodblock prints from illustrations to full-fledged
works of art. Moronobu’s works eliminated text and
were designed to be appreciated for their skill and
artistic merit, and he was the first to include his
name on his printed images.

Hojo Masako (1157-1225) Political activist. Ma-
sako was the wife of Minamoto no Yoritomo, the
founder of the Kamakura shogunate, and mother of
Minamoto no Yoriie and Minamoto no Sanetomo.
Although Masako took Buddhist vows after the death
of her husband in 1199, she became increasingly active
in shogunal politics, earning the nickname “nun-
shogun” (ama shogun). Her influence and control
began with the removal of the politically inept shogun
Yoriie, whom she replaced him with Sanetomo. Fur-
ther exerting her political prowess, Masako exiled her
father upon the discovery of a plot to establish his son-
in-law (from a second marriage) as shogun. As the vir-
tual controller of the shogunate, she traveled to Kyoto
in 1219 and appointed Kujo Yoritsune (1218-56) as
heir to the childless Sanetomo. Masako’s political
influence continued until her death in 1225.

Hojo Takatoki (1303-1333) Ruled 1311-33 as
ninth and last Hojo regent. Takatoki took office when
he was just eight years old and was therefore assisted
by his grandmother and minister in running shogunal
affairs until he came of age. Takatoki’s nominal
involvement in government left the administration
weak and vulnerable to attack by forces loyal to the
imperial court that were clamoring for a restoration
of direct imperial rule. After a thwarted attempt
launched by Emperor Go-Daigo to take over the
government in 1325, Takatoki fell ill and spent time
as a Buddhist monk while retaining his position as
regent. In 1331 Go-Daigo succeeded in taking over
the government and ending the shogunate. Takatoki
and his family were forced to commit suicide.

Hojo Tokimasa (1138-1215) Ruled 1199-1205 as
first Hojo regent. From 1192 to Minamoto no Yorit-

omo’s death in 1199, Tokimasa worked hard to stabi-
lize the newly created Kamakura shogunate. When
his grandson Yoriie took on the shogunal title in
1199, Tokimasa assumed greater control of the gov-
ernment by creating the office of regent and
appointing himself to it. In 1204, however, Tokimasa
had Yoriie murdered, installing his younger grand-
son Sanetomo in his place. In spite of Tokimasa’s
ambitions, his daughter Masako and son Yoshitoki
relieved their father of his duties as regent when
"Tokimasa’s plot to replace Sanetomo as shogun was
discovered in 1205. After being ousted, Tokimasa
was forced to return to the Hojo family land in Izu
where he spent his final years living as a Buddhist
monk.

Hojo Tokimune (1251-1284) Ruled 1256-84 as
sixth Hojo regent. In 1274 Tokimune faced the first
Mongol invasion of Japan after refusing to submit to
the rule of Mongol China. Luckily, violent storms
severely hampered the Mongol attack and they were
forced to retreat, giving Tokimune time to fortify
the coast of Kyushu in preparation for a second
attack that occurred in 1281. During this second
attack Japan was saved yet again by violent weather
conditions, prompting the Mongols to retreat and
allowing Tokimune to issue a counterattack. This
attack, however, proved very costly for the shogu-
nate, leaving the government in a state of fiscal dis-
tress, a condition that plagued the Kamakura until
its final collapse in 1333.

Hojo Tokiyori (1227-1263) Ruled 1246-56 as
fifth Hojo regent. As regent of the Kamakura shogu-
nate, Tokiyori instituted the Hikitsuke (High Court)
in 1249, which dealt with shogunal vassals. Even
though he abdicated his position to enter the Bud-
dhist religious life, he still exercised power over the
regency.

Hojo Yasutoki (1183-1242) Ruled 1224-42 as
third Hojo regent. Commander of the forces that
brought the imperial court under Kamakura rule,
Yasutoki rose to the office of regent upon the death
of his father, Yoshitoki, in 1224. During his rule,
Yasutoki established the groundwork for a system of
warrior government that was to rule Japan for the
next five centuries. In particular, he took strides to

HisTORICAL CONTEXT

29



construct a constitution, establish the State Council,
and draw up a legal code for the warrior class, efforts
that brought stability to shogunal rule. A Buddhist,
Yasutoki employed the Zen monk Myoe as his
adviser and constructed a number of temples.

Hojo Yoshitoki (1163-1224) Ruled 1205-24 as
second Hojo regent. After fighting alongside
Minamoto no Yoritomo in the Gempei War, Yoshi-
toki became the leader of the Kamakura shogunate.
In 1213 Yoshitoki succeeded in destroying his most
powerful military rival, Wada Yoshimori. After the
assassination of Sanetomo in 1219, Yoshitoki
became de facto shogun. He quieted the 1221 Jokyu
Disturbance led by retired emperor Go-Toba and
forced the imperial court to fully submit to shogunal
authority. In doing so, he united the entire nation
under Kamakura rule.

Hon’ami Koetsu (1558-1637) Artist. Koetsu is
especially noted for his skills at painting, pottery,
lacquerware, calligraphy, landscape gardening,
poetry, and mastery of the tea ceremony. Koetsu,
who came from a distinguished family of sword con-
noisseurs, was granted a large piece of land in Tak-
agamine, northeast of Kyoto, where he established a
colony that included craftsmen, artists, papermak-
ers, lacquerers, and brushmakers. Considered the
finest calligrapher of his time, Koetsu studied a vari-
ety of styles, including Heian courtly arts, the early
14th-century Shorenin style of calligraphy, and the
calligraphic style of the fourth century Chinese aris-
tocrat Wang Xizhi. Koetsu published the 10th-cen-
tury Tales of Ise and the 12th-century Hojoki, both
inscribed with his own calligraphy. Additionally,
Koetsu published songbooks from the Noh theater.
All of his works shared the common theme of link-
ing the present to the past through style. He is
known as one of the Kan'ei mo sampitsu (Three
brushes of the Kan’ei era); the other two were
Konoe Nobutada and the monk Shokado Shojo.

Honda Toshiaki (1744-1821) Mathematician, as-
tronomer, and political economist. A trained mathe-
matician, astronomer, and ship navigator, Honda
opened his own school of mathematics and astron-
omy in Edo and began to study Western scientific
writings. Also a political economist, he maintained

that Japan could not solve its economic crises unless
it emulated Western models, such as England. In his
1798 work Keisei hisaku (A secret plan for governing
the country), Honda recommended the colonization
of Hokkaido. In Saiiki monogatari (lales of the
West), published that same year, he proposed mov-
ing the capital from Edo to Kamchatka, and strongly
favored reopening Japan to foreign trade and over-
seas colonization.

Honen (1133-1212) Pure Land Buddhist priest.
Honen studied Tendai Buddhism at Mt. Hiei but
was unhappy with what he perceived to be the
degenerate state of Buddhist practice in his own day.
He discovered the Pure Land Buddhist teachings of
the Chinese monk Shandao. As a result, Honen em-
barked on a religious career preaching the spiritual
benefits of nembutsu practice. These efforts led to
the establishment of Jodo-shu, or the Pure Land
Buddhist school in Japan. Over the next several
years, Honen gained many followers for his move-
ment. Established Buddhist schools such as Tendai
were wary of Honen’s teachings and success. They
lobbied the government to curtail Honen’s preach-
ing activities. In response, the government forbade
the membutsu practice in 1207. Found guilty of dis-
rupting the public peace, Honen and his disciples
were forced to flee to Shikoku. Eventually pardoned,
Honen returned to Kyoto in 1211, one year before
his death. Honen was the author of numerous
works. Especially famous is his 1198 treatise, Sen-
chaku hongan nembutsu-shu.

Hosokawa Katsumoto (1430-1473) Warrior and
governor. From the middle of the Muromachi
period, members of the Hosokawa family were
favored by the Ashikaga shoguns for their loyalty
and were given influential positions in the shogu-
nate. Katsumoto was no exception. Beginning his
career as shugo of the provinces of Settsu, Tamba,
"Tosa, and Sanuki, Katsumoto soon rose to the office
of kanrei, which he occupied on and off until he was
appointed guardian of heirless shogun Ashikaga
Yoshimasa’s adopted successor Yoshimi. However,
when the shogun’s wife, Hino Tomiko, suddenly
gave birth to a son in 1465, just a year after the
adoption of Yoshimi, Katsumoto’s military prowess
was tested when he was pitted against Tomiko’s
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Ino Tadataka (1745-1818) Geographer. Ino Tada-
taka was an important Edo-period cartographer and
geographer who accurately measured the length of
the meridian using Japanese methods. Ino’s most
important work was a compilation of maps on Japan
based on his own personal surveys of the entire
country.

Ippen (1239-1289) Pure Land Buddhist monk.
Ippen began his study of Buddhism at age nine when
he entered the Tendai monastery of Enryakuji at Mt.
Hiei. Three years later, he traveled to Kyushu to
take up the study of Pure Land Buddhism. After a
brief time out of the religious life, Ippen became an
itinerant preacher. After a deep religious experience,
he founded the Ji-shu (Time school) in 1276. Later,
Ippen developed an ecstatic form of dance honoring
Amida. Despite resistance from the Tendai school,
Ippen taught this form of religious dance to his dis-
ciples. Before his death, Ippen is said to have
destroyed all of his written works, leaving nothing
behind for future generations.

Ito Gemboku (1800-1871) Physician. Gemboku
was a prominent physician who studied Western
medicine under Philipp Franz von Siebold. In 1826
he founded a school for Western science where he
trained many scholars and physicians. In 1858 he
was appointed the shogunate’s physician. Gemboku
created a vaccination center in Edo and was the first
Japanese doctor to use the smallpox vaccine.

Ito Jakuchu (1716-1800) Painter and printmaker.
The son of a wealthy grocer, Jakuchu lived and
worked in Kyoto near the markets. He was a special-
ist in elegant images of the birds that roamed his
garden. Although a Kano school student, he was
influenced by Chinese academic painters of the Yuan
and Ming dynasties in the collections of the
Shokokuji. Residing at this temple after 1788,
Jakuchu produced images of Buddhist subjects as
well as life at Shokokuji. He remained relatively
unknown until rediscovered in the late 19th century.

Ito Jinsai (1627-1705) Confucian philosopher.
Jinsai embraced the Neo-Confucian philosophy of
Zhu Xi (Chu Hsi) and added his own ideas and com-
mentaries that he recorded in several works. Later

he founded the Kogigaku school of Confucian
scholarship in Kyoto, which focused on the inter-
pretation of classical texts. This school was responsi-
ble for introducing the ethical principle of makoto
(sincerity) characteristic of Edo-period values.

Ito Keisuke (1803-1901) Physician and botanist.
Ito specialized in the study of medicinal herbs (hon-
zogaku). Using Carl Peter Thunberg’s Flora faponica,
a gift given to him from Philipp Franz von Siebold
as a model, he wrote Taisei honzo meiso in 1829. This
volume utilized the Latin name for plants placed
within the Linnaean plant classification system.

Jien (1155-1225) Buddhist priest. Jien became
abbot of the Hosshoji temple in 1178. In 1181 he
accepted the highest title given to a Buddhist monk
by the court: Hoin or Seal of the Law. After this
honor, Jien became palace chaplain under Emperor
Go-Toba, whose efforts to overthrow the shogunate
were discouraged by remarks Jien made against such
action in his famous work Gukansho. In addition to
being a skilled politician, Jien was also an accom-
plished poet who viewed poetry as an essential part

of the path toward enlightenment. Jien’s poetry is
included in the Shinkokinshu.

Jiun Onko (Jiun Sonja) (1718-1804) Shingon
school Buddhist priest and scholar. In his youth, Jiun
studied Confucian principles and was sent by his
Shingon abbot to learn the Chinese classics under
the direction of master Ito Togai. An accomplished
calligrapher, Jiun is best known as a preeminent San-
skrit scholar who published a 1,000-volume lan-
guage study, Bongaku shinryo.

Jokei (fl. 1184-1212) Kei school sculptor. Jokei
was a student of Unkei but little else is known about
the details of his life. Works attributed to him dis-
play a realist style influenced by Chinese Song
sculpture.

Josetsu (active early 15th century) Painter and Zen
monk. Little is known about the life of Josetsu
except for the fact that he was a monk-painter living
at Shokokuji in Kyoto, and that he was employed by
shogun Ashikaga Yoshimochi as a stonecutter to
carve an inscription on a stone stela in memory of
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the Zen master Muso Soseki (1275-1351). He is tra-
ditionally regarded as the originator of mono-
chrome ink painting (suibokuga). The inscription on
his most famous painting, Carching a Catfish with a
Gourd (ca. 1413) states that it was painted in a “new
style” (presumably meaning the suibokuga style) for
Yoshimochi. Josetsu was also Shubun’s teacher.

Kaempfer, Engelbert (1651-1716) German phy-
sician and writer. Kaempfer worked as a physician on
the island of Dejima in Nagasaki Harbor. He accom-
panied the annual Dutch mission to the Edo court in
1691 and 1692. His account of his experiences in
Japan is recorded in his two-volume History of Japan
(1727-28) that served as the standard European work
on Japan until the 19th century. He left Japan for
Europe in 1692 and in 1712 published Amoenitatum
exoticum, a book of observations on medicinal plants
he studied while in Asia.

Kaiho Yusho (1533-1615) Painter who founded
the Kaiho school. Born in a warrior family in Omi
province, early in life Yusho entered the Tofukuji in
Kyoto as a Buddhist novice. He eventually became a
lay priest and served the abbot at Tofukuji. He
turned to the study of painting with Kano
Motonobu or Kano Etoku. He worked as a painter
for Toyotomi Hideyoshi at Jurakudai and later
served Emperor Go-Yozu. Some Yusho images emu-
late the monochrome manner and restrained washes
of Chinese painter Liang Kai. Yusho later worked in
rich colors and gold leaf fashionable during the
Momoyama period. He is considered the equal of
Kano Eitoku and Hasegawa Tohaku.

Kaikei (1183-1236) Kei school sculptor. Kaikei
was likely the adopted son and pupil of Kokei. With
Kokei’s son Unkei, Kaikei is regarded as one of the
greatest Kamakura-era sculptors. Kaikei executed
many commissions for the Buddhist priest Chogen
for the rebuilding of Todaiji in Nara after the 1180
fire. Today more than 20 images he sculpted survive,
including the Nio guardians in the Great South
Gate (Nandaimon) at Todaiji, completed in collabo-
ration with Unkei. Kaikei distinguished himself
from Unkei through a heightened elegance and
grace also associated with late Heian period Fuji-
wara patronage.

Kamo Mabuchi (1697-1769) Scholar and essayist.
After receiving instruction from Kada no Azuma-
maro and teaching classics in Edo, Mabuchi served
as tutor to the son of the shogun, Tokugawa
Yoshimune. The crowning achievement of Mabu-
chi’s career was the work Man’yoko, a collection of
essays on the classic Japanese poetry anthology,
Man’yoshu. Besides poetic accomplishments, Mabu-
chi was a foundational figure in the Kokugaku
(National Learning) movement.

Kamo no Chomei (1156-1216) Buddhist monk,
poet, and literary critic. The quintessential literary
hermit, Chomei became a Buddhist monk in 1204
after he was denied his rightful position as a Kamo
Shrine Shinto priest. His most famous work, Hojoki
(An Account of My Hut), recounts his life as a recluse
in which he ponders the ephemerality of human
existence. Besides his poetry, Chomei is also known
for his literary treatise, Mumsyosho, in which he dis-

cusses the aesthetic ideal of yugen (mystery and
depth).

Kano Eitoku (1543-1590) Kano school painter.
Pupil and eldest son of Kano Shoei, Eitoku first
studied with his grandfather, Kano Motonobu.
Residing in Kyoto, contemporaneous diaries cite
Eitoku as the most sought after artist of his time. His
screens for Azuchi Castle and Jurakudai in Kyoto
were commissioned by Oda Nobunaga and "Toyo-
tomi Hideyoshi respectively. As one of Japan’s most
important artistic figures, he had an important role
in training pupils and influencing contemporaries.
Many of his works were destroyed in battles and
fires typical of his era. Eitoku worked in a grand
manner appropriate to the scale and status of the
structures he decorated. He blended ornamental
sensibilities with dramatic scale and bold line
heightened with gold ground and washes.

Kano Masanobu (1434-1530) Kano school paint-
er. Tradition identifies Masanobu as the founder of
the Kano school, although the style and lineage was
actually by his son, Motonobu. Raised in Kano vil-
lage in Izu province, Masanobu later traveled to
Kyoto to serve as official painter to shogun Ashikaga
Yoshimasa. Masanobu probably studied with Shoko-
kuji painter Shubun. His works reflect the Shubun
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influence although few of Masanobu’s paintings sur-
vive. A secular artist in an era of priest-painters, Ma-
sanobu is known for clarity of expression and
brushstroke in works incorporating Chinese sub-
jects, themes, and styles.

Kano Mitsunobu (1561 or 1565-1602 or 1608)
Kano school painter. Mitsunobu became the sixth-
generation leader of the Kano school after his father
and teacher Eitoku died in 1590. Living in Kyoto,
he collaborated with his father on Azuchi Castle
paintings. Later, he served Toyotomi Hideyoshi as
his father had, working at castles, temples, and
palaces—all destroyed today. After Eitoku’s death,
Mitsunobu’s style changed, becoming increasingly
ornamental and focusing on Yamaro-e themes that
were rendered with less drama than his father’s
images. Mitsunobu later served Tokugawa Ieyasu in

Edo.

Kano Motonobu (1476-1559) Kano school paint-
er. Motonobu was Kano Masanobu’s oldest son
and is considered the actual founder of the Kano
style. He followed his father as official painter (goyo
eshi) to the shogunate, and also headed the court
painting academy (edokoro). No signed works have
been discovered to date yet Motonobu’s style is
readily identifiable. His works integrate Yamato-e
influences with knowledge of Chinese bird-and-
flower and monochrome ink modes in an official
manner that appealed to imperial patrons, the
shogunate, and contemporaries alike. Motonobu
was especially noted for his work on large surfaces,
such as fusuma, heralding the rise of mural painting
in Japan.

Kano Tan’yu (1602-1674) Kano school painter.
Tan’yu was the grandson of Eitoku and the eldest
son of Takanobu. He studied with Kano Koi, and
was called to serve Tokugawa Hidetada in Edo in
1617 as goyo eshi (official painter). Considered the
foremost artist of his day, Tan’yu is credited with
revitalizing the Kano school and establishing the
Kano style at the court painting academy (edokorv).
He also worked in the Tosa style and Muromachi
suiboku manner. He changed his name from Mori-
nobu to Tan’yu in 1636 when he took the tonsure in
response to the shogun’s order.

Kao Ninga (fl. early 14th century) Buddhist sui-
boku painter. Kao is regarded as one of the founders
of the Muromachi suiboku style, along with Mokuan
Reien. His identity remains uncertain, but he was
probably affiliated with the Takuma school. Presum-
ably a high-ranking priest, he resided in China for
about a decade before returning to Kyoto. Kao was
one of the first Japanese artists to use spontaneous
and idiosyncratic strokes to depict Zen subjects in
monochrome ink, thus capturing the ineffable spirit
of the Zen tradition.

Kasuga no Tsubone (Fuku) (1579-1643) Shogu-
nal nurse. Also known by her given name, Fuku,
Tsubone served as nurse to the third Tokugawa
shogun, Iemitsu. She accepted the position only
after having divorced her husband. After Iemitsu
officially became shogun in 1623, Tsubone achieved
her greatest authority, controlling the entire
women’s quarters (0oku).

Katsushika Hokusai (1760-1849) Ukiyo-¢ paint-
er and printmaker. During his long career, Hokusai
adopted many pseudonyms. He first used the name
by which he is best known, Hokusai, meaning
“northern studio” beginning in 1796. Mostly he
lived in Edo, where he trained to be an engraver and
also learned to carve wood blocks for making prints.
One of Japan’s best-known and prolific artists,
Hokusai was a skilled designer who was able to cre-
ate innovative images incorporating various influ-
ences—even Western perspective in which he
emulated the work of Shiba Kokan. His most cele-
brated works are series of prints, such as Fugaku san-
Jurokkei (Thirty-six Views of Mt. Fuji) and Fugaku
byakkei (One Hundyed Views of Mt. Fuji), as well as
numerous other landscapes, bird-and-flower sub-
jects, and ghosts.

Katsushika Oi (fl. 1850) Ukiyo-¢ painter and
printmaker. Hokusai’s third daughter, Oi worked in
a manner similar to her father but also used light and
dark contrasts to depict volume.

Kawamoto Komin (1810-1871) Scientist and
physician. Kawamoto studied “Dutch studies” (ran-
gaku) and medicine in Edo. He was appointed in-
structor of physics and chemistry at the Bansho
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Shirabesho—the shogunal school for Western studies
—and counseled Shimazu Nariakira, the Satsuma
lord, on the manufacture of such things as machinery
and arms. His writings include chemistry texts and a
15-volume encyclopedia on physics, Kikai kanran
kogi (Observing the waves of the sea, 1851-56).

Kenrei Mon’in (1155-1213) Imperial mother.
Kenrei Mon’in was the daughter of Taira no Kiy-
omori, the wife of Emperor Takakura, and the
mother of the child emperor Antoku. After the Taira
clan was defeated in the Battle of Dannoura (1185),
Kenrei Mon’in threw herself into the sea in an
attempt to save her son who had been cast over-
board. She survived but Antoku drowned. Devas-
tated by these events, she became a nun and lived the
rest of her life at the Jakkoin, a Buddhist convent
outside of Kyoto.

Kitabatake Chikafusa (1293-1354) Government
official and scholar. Chikafusa served as a high-
ranking court official. In 1333, he became an adviser
to emperor Go-Daigo. After Go-Daigo’s attempt to
restore direct imperial rule (known as the Kemmu
Restoration) failed, Chikafusa was instrumental in
establishing the so-called Southern Court at
Yoshino in opposition to the Northern Court at
Kyoto supported by the Muromachi shogunate.
Chikafusa wrote a famous text, the Finno shoroki
(Record of the Legitimate Succession of the Divine
Emperors; written in 1339, published in 1369),
which argued for the legitimacy of the Southern
Court on the grounds that it was the true imperial
line descended from the gods. This text also had
strong nationalist overtones because it asserted that
Japan was a divine country superior to all other
nations.

Kitagawa Utamaro (1753-1806) Ukiyo-e print-
maker. One of the most influential artists of the
ukiyo-e genre, Utamaro is best known for his ele-
gant, graceful prints of courtesans and ordinary
townspeople. In the late 18th century, he produced
several series of prints focusing on half-torso and
close-up views of women both in domestic scenes
and in the licensed quarter. Little else is known
about Utamaro except that he was put under
house arrest in 1804 by the shogunate after having

published a triptych that included Toyotomi Hide-
yoshi shown in a manner deemed disrespectful by
authorities.

Kiuchi Sekitei (1724-1808) Archaeologist. Kiuchi
collected and classified stones and other artifacts
that he obtained through his extensive travels
around the Japanese islands. He formulated a theory
that flint arrowheads were prehistoric weapons and
published this and other comparative theories in his
15-volume work Unkonshi (Treatise on rocks,
1773-1801).

Kokan Shiren (1278-1346) Rinzai school Zen
Buddhist monk. An important writer of the Gozan
literature school, Kokan wrote the first history of
Japanese Buddhism (Genko shakusho) that was widely
read and studied over the subsequent centuries.

Kokei (fl. late 12th century) Kei school sculptor.
Father of Unkei and teacher to Kaikei, Kokei’s work
fostered the development of the realistic style in
Kamakura period sculpture.

Komei (1831-1867) Reigned 1846—67 as the 121st
emperor. The last emperor under Tokugawa rule,
Komei was caught up in the turmoil surrounding the
transition from the Edo period to the Meiji Restora-
tion. A proponent of continuing the national seclu-
sion policies set in place during the early years of the
Edo period, Komei reluctantly agreed to treaties
that allowed for foreign trade with Japan. Komei
supported efforts to maintain the shogunate against
factions seeking to abolish military rule and a return
to direct imperial rule. In the end, the shogunate
collapsed under the pressure to restore the rule of
the emperor.

Kosho (fl. late 12th to early 13th century) Kei
school sculptor. Fourth son and pupil of Unkei.
Among Kosho’s works is a sculpture of the famous
Heain period monk Kuya Shonin housed at
Rokuhara Mitsuji in Kyoto. Working in the realistic
style typical of Kamakura period sculpture, Kosho’s
images exhibit a refined technical skill.

Koun (fl. early 13th century) Kei school sculptor.
Koun was Unkei’s second son. He worked with his
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Minamoto no Yoritomo (1147-1199) Ruled
1192-99 as first Kamakura shogun. Yoritomo came
to prominence as the commander of the Minamoto
troops that defeated the powerful Taira family in the
Gempei War (1180-85). With the victory, Yoritomo
established the Kamakura shogunate, thereby inau-
gurating warrior rule of Japan that lasted until 1868.
Yoritomo’s warrior government was headquartered
in the city of Kamakura, and in 1192 Yoritomo was
named shogun by the emperor. Yoritomo estab-
lished a number of governmental offices including
the samurai-dokoro, the kumonjo, and the monchujo to
oversee governance of Japan. He ruled as shogun for
seven years before dying of injuries sustained during
a horse-riding accident in 1199.

Minamoto no Yoshitsune (1159-1189) Warrior.
Yoshitsune was one of the heroes of the Gempei
War (1180-85) in which the Minamoto defeated the
Taira. His brother, Minamoto no Yoritomo, became
the first shogun as head of the Minamoto family.

1.2 Minamoto no Yoritomo (1147-99), founder of the
Kamakura shogunate.  (Illustration Kikuchi Yosai from
Zenken kojitsu, mid-19th century)

After the war, however, Yoritomo turned against his
brother, suspicious that Yoshitsune wanted to take
power for himself. Eventually, Yoshitsune was forced
to commit suicide. Yoshitsune’s expertise as a war-
rior and his tragic demise became the source for
later literature and drama that treated him as a tragic
hero.

Mincho (Kichizan Mincho) (1352-1431) Painter.
Mincho was a Zen monk based at temples in Kyoto
who painted in the Muromachi suiboku style. His
works include landscapes and portraits executed in
ink. In addition, he painted Buddhist images.

Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645) Warrior and
artist. Musashi was a noted sword master who devel-
oped a two-sword fencing technique called nito-ryu
(two-sword style). He is also the reputed author of
the famous book on swordsmanship called Gorin no
sho (The Book of Five Rings). This text details such
aspects of swordsmanship as proper posture and
dress, fighting techniques, and spiritual demeanor.
Musashi was also a well-known sumzi-e (ink painting
artist.

Mogami Tokunai (1755-1836) Explorer and sci-
entist. In 1785, after studying navigation and survey-
ing, Tokunai embarked on a series of expeditions to
Hokkaido, Sakhalin, and the Kuril Islands, where he
conducted geographic surveys. As a result, he pro-
moted the strategic importance of Hokkaido to
Japan’s national defense.

Mokkei (fl. 13th century) Painter. Mokkei is the
Japanese name for the Chinese Chan (Zen) monk
and painter Muqi. His paintings, executed in mono-
chrome ink, depict a wide range of subjects includ-
ing animals especially monkeys), birds, landscapes,
and flowers. His extant works only survived in Japan.
He is also significant for the influence he had on
subsequent Japanese monochrome ink painters.

Mokuan Reien (unknown—ca. 1345) Painter. Reien
is considered to be the founder of the Muromachi
suiboku style of painting, along with Kao Ninga.
Reien was ordained a Zen priest in Kamakura in
1323 and traveled to China in 1326 to further his
study of Zen. In China, he studied ink painting with
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was a strong advocate of the Nichiren doctrine that
explicitly denounced giving religious offerings to
non-Nichiren believers as well as receiving their
offerings. Nichio was eventually exiled for 12 years
as a result of his uncompromising views and his
unwillingness to yield to requests from the shogu-
nate for religious cooperation. Fuju Fuse was offi-
cially banned by the shogunate in 1691. Adherents
continued to practice clandestinely until the ban on
Fuju Fuse was repealed in 1879.

Nichiren (1222-1282) Buddhist monk. Nichiren,
the founder of the Buddhist school that bears his
name, began his study at the age of 12 and was
ordained at 16, but he was soon plagued with uncer-
tainty about the tenets of Pure Land doctrine. Thus,
after visiting many temples and spending time
studying esoteric Buddhism, Nichiren embraced the
Lotus Sutra, solidifying his dislike of Pure Land
teachings. Forced out of his Awa province birthplace
after speaking critically of the Pure Land (Jodo) and
Zen sects of Buddhism, Nichiren moved to Kama-
kura where he continued to develop his own reli-
gious ideology rooted in the wisdom of the Lotus
Sutra. Nichiren wrote “Ireatise on pacifying the
state by establishing orthodoxy,” which resulted in
his expulsion from the capital. Upon returning to
Kamakura in 1263, Nichiren became militant in his
opposition to other Buddhist schools, inciting
armed conflicts and provoking legal action aimed at
silencing him. Banished to the island of Sado in
1271, Nichiren wrote prolifically while his followers
appealed for his freedom, which was granted in
1274. Nichiren emerged from exile and took up res-
idence at Minobu, but the last five years of his life
were consumed by chronic illness.

Nijo, Lady (1258-ca. 1306) Writer. Lady Nijo
was an author and Buddhist nun who penned a well
known autobiography called the Towazugatari
(Confessions of Lady Nijo). This work recounts her
life as an aristocratic woman during the years
1271-1306. It includes details about her love
life and her decision to become a Buddhist nun, a
result of court intrigues. Lady Nijo’s writing is sig-
nificant for its view of aristocratic life at a time
when it was being eclipsed by warrior culture and
values.

Ninomiya Sontoku (1778-1856) Agrarian reform-
er and philosopher. With both his parents dead
when he was just 16, Ninomiya spent his early years
restoring the wealth of his family through discipline
and frugality. This lifestyle was noticed by shogunal
reformer Mizuno Tadakuni, who soon employed
Ninomiya for a variety of tasks ranging from book-
keeping to complex civil engineering assignments.
His success in increasing rice production on the
farms of his domain earned him a post in the Toku-
gawa government as head of land development, but
he died shortly after assuming it. He is also cele-
brated for his ethical virtue and for inspiring the
hotoku movement, which his disciples furthered after
the Meiji Restoration.

Nitta Yoshisada (1301-1338) Warrior. Yoshisada,
along with his compatriot Kusunoki Masashige,
fought in support of emperor Go-Daigo during the
Kemmu Restoration that sought to restore direct
imperial rule. After the defeat of the imperial cause
by the Muromachi shogunate, Yoshisada was hunted
down by shogunate forces and was eventually killed
in 1338.

Noami (1397-1471) Painter. Noami was a Muro-
machi suiboku painter who studied with Shubun. He
was the first painter appointed as doboshu, or curator
responsible for the connoisseurship and display of
art works and other valuables owned by the Ashikaga
shoguns. In this capacity, Noami created a catalog of
the shogunate art collection. As a painter, Noami
was influenced by the Chinese painter Mugqi (in
Japanese, Mokkei) and by Chinese-style landscapes.
In addition to his artistic skills, Noami was expert in
incense and tea ceremony.

Nomura Motoni (1806-1867) Poet and political
activist. Motoni was the wife of a samurai, but after
her husband’s death in 1859, she took the tonsure
and became a Buddhist nun. She wrote poetry with
a political emphasis, supporting the late Edo-
period movement seeking to end warrior govern-
ment and restore direct imperial rule. As a result of
her political activism, she was arrested by the
shogunal authorities and spent 10 months in exile.
Her poetry is published in the anthology Koryoshu
(1863).
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Nonomura Ninsei (Nomomura Seiemon) (fl. mid-
17th century) Potter. Ninsei is considered one of
the three great Kyoto potters, along with Ogata
Kenzan and Aoki Mokubei, and is the founder of
Kyo, or Kyoto, ware (Kyo-yaki). He started his career
crafting tea bowls and other objects in a subdued
style that were for use in the tea ceremony. His sub-
sequent work, however, utilized brightly colored
enamel as well as silver and gold, evincing the con-
temporaneous aesthetic found in Kano and Rimpa
school painting.

Noro Genjo (1693-1761) Physician and Dutch
learning scholar. Noro became the official physician
to the shogun Tokugawa Yoshimune in 1739. He
began the study of Dutch in 1740 on Yoshimune’s
order. He later translated a Dutch book on medical
botanicals into Japanese.

Oda Nobunaga (1534-1582) Warrior and mili-
tary leader. Along with Toyotomi Hideyoshi and
Tokugawa Ieyasu, Nobunaga was one of the mili-
tary leaders responsible for the unification of
Japan in the latter half of the 16th century. He was
known as a ruthless warrior, but he also patronized
the arts. Though Nobunaga came from a family
of local domain officials, he became lord of Na-
goya castle and from there began his military cam-
paign to take control over all of Japan. By 1568 he
had taken control of Kyoto and named Ashikaga
Yoshiaki as shogun. It was Nobunaga, however,
who was controlling the affairs of state. Nobunaga
relentlessly destroyed his enemies. These included
other powerful lords and warriors, and powertful
Buddhist schools who owed allegiance to his rivals.
With central Japan under his control, he built a cas-
tle at Azuchi on the east shore of Lake Biwa near
Kyoto. This served as his official headquarters after
1579.

Nobunaga enacted a number of policies meant to
secure his rule by weakening his rivals. He abolished
road tolls that were a means of income for local lords
and he engaged in “sword hunts” as a means of dis-
arming farmers and the peasantry. Militarily, Nobu-
naga was among the first warlords to use Western
firearms in battle.

In 1582, while engaged in further campaigns to
seize additional territory in western Japan, Nobu-

naga was unexpectedly attacked by one of his own
military leaders, Akechi Mitsuhide. Realizing that he
would be captured by his former ally, Nobunaga
committed suicide. At the time of his death,
Nobunaga controlled nearly half of the country and
had set in motion the possibility of national unifica-
tion that was realized only some 20 years later.

Ogata Kenzan (1663-1743) Potter. Kenzan was
the younger brother of the artist Ogata Korin. He
studied pottery with Nonomura Ninsei. Along with
Ninsei and Aoki Mokubei, he is considered one of
the three great Kyoto potters. In 1699, Kenzan
established a kiln called Inuiyama that was located
northwest of Kyoto. At one point, Kenzan was
joined by Korin and the two collaborated with Ken-
zan directing the creation of ceramic works that
Korin would then decorate.

Ogata Korin (1658-1716) Painter. Korin is con-
nected with the Rimpa painting school which
derives its name from Korin: the term Rimpa means
“Rin school.” Despite this association between
Rimpa and Korin, the school traces itself further
back to the painting styles of Hon’ami Koetsu
(1558-1637) and Tawaraya Sotatsu (d. c. 1643). Ko-
rin studied Kano school ink painting style with
Yamamoto Soken. Korins own work reflects both
the decorative painting style of Koetsu and Sotatsu
combined with aspects of the Kano style. He painted
themes taken from Heian period literature, then in
vogue among elite warriors. Korin is especially
noted for his colorful screens set against a gold
ground.

Ogyu Sorai (1666-1728) Confucian scholar. Son
of an exiled shogunal physician, Sorai had a difficult
childhood, leaving him disillusioned by medicine
and attracting him to other pursuits such as Confu-
cian philosophy, linguistics, poetry, music, and polit-
ical and military science. Sorai’s mastery of the
Chinese language made him an expert in the classi-
cal Confucian texts and an intimidating critic of
Neo-Confucian scholarship. He dedicated much of
his life to restoring the prominent status of the clas-
sical Chinese texts in Japanese Confucian dialogue,
and he is credited as a foundational influence on the
development of modern philosophical discourse in
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Kyushu to a samurai family of low rank, was a lead-
ing figure in the overthrow of the Tokugawa shogu-
nate during 186768 and the subsequent restoration
of imperial rule. Prior to 1864, Saigo served the Shi-
mazu family, lords of Satsuma, in various capacities
and with varying degrees of success, and he was
exiled on two different occasions. In 1864, once
again in favor, he was dispatched to Kyoto by the
Satsuma domain to command the Satsuma troops
stationed there. During this time, Saigo was
involved in negotiations between supporters of the
shogunate and imperial loyalists in an attempt to
defuse the growing tensions between these two fac-
tions. In November 1867, imperial rule was restored
when Tokugawa Yoshinobu resigned, thus bringing
the Tokugawa shogunate to an end. Saigo’s fame,
however, came when he led imperial loyalist troops
against shogunate forces resisting the restoration of
imperial rule. Saigo arranged for the surrender of
shogunate supporters in Edo and finally routed the
remaining resistance in November 1868. Saigo
received honors for his service on behalf of the new
imperial government. Saigo, however, ended up
rebelling against the Meiji government over issues
of the role of samurai in the new Japan. He died
leading a force of samurai insurgents against the
imperial army.

Sakai Hoitsu (1761-1829) Rimpa school painter.
Hoitsu, born into a high-ranking warrior family in
Edo, studied a number of different painting styles,
including Kano, Maruyama, nangs (Southern
school), and Rimpa. In 1797, at Kyoto, he took the
tonsure as a True Pure Land monk because of ill
health. In 1809, he returned to Edo and started a
painting studio called Ukaan (Rain flower her-
mitage). He spent the rest of his life in relative seclu-
sion, devoting himself to the study of the decorative
artistic style of the Rimpa master, Ogata Korin. In
1815, on the 100th anniversary of Korin’s death,
Hoitsu published two books, Korin byakuzu (One
hundred paintings of Korin) and Ogata-ryu ryakuin-
fu (Album of simplified seals in the Ogata style) that
sparked a renewed interest in the work of Korin.
Hoitsu’s painting style reflects the Rimpa interest in
depicting flowers, plants, and other natural objects.
His most famous painting is a screen titled Natsu
akikusa-zu (Summer and autumn grasses).

Sakaida Kakiemon (1596-1666) Potter. Kakie-
mon originated the Kakiemon style of decoration
which involved multicolored painting over glazed
porcelain. Although disputed, Kakiemon family
genealogy places him in Nangawara, west of Arita in
Kyushu, where he first made Karatsu wares under
his father’s supervision. Later he worked among
Kyushu potters who developed Imari ware featuring
underglaze blue decoration. The precise date for the
invention of multicolored porcelain painting is dis-
puted, although the traditional association with
Kakiemon is confirmed by the fact that the tech-
nique has long borne his name. Typically, Kakiemon
ware includes brilliant colors, such as blue, green,
yellow, purple, black, and orange-red, painted atop a
clear glaze that reveals the porcelain ceramic body
beneath the pigments.

Sakamoto Ryoma (1836-1867) Political activist.
Sakamoto was a samurai from the Tosa domain
on Shikoku who was a noted swordsman. He was
living in Edo in 1853 when Perry arrived in
Edo Bay demanding that Japan open its ports to
Western economic and diplomatic interests.
Sakamoto became staunchly antiforeign and pro-
imperialist, and involved himself in a plan to re-
store imperial rule by overthrowing the Tokugawa
government. Sakamoto was murdered by forces
loyal to the shogunate just prior to the Meiji
Restoration.

Sakuma Shozan (1811-1864) Warrior and scholar.
Also known as Sakuma Zozan. Shozan studied
Western Learning (yogaku) and opened a private
school that taught Western artillery principles. He
became a strong proponent of studying the West as
a means of advancing the cause of Japanese modern-
ization. He was known for the slogan “Eastern
ethics, Western techniques” (toyo no dotoku, seiyo no
gegutsu). This referred to Shozan’s belief that em-
bracing Western technology within the framework
of traditional Japanese values was necessary for
Japan to take its proper place among modern
nations. Shozan became an adviser to the shogunate
but he was assassinated in 1864 by imperial loyalists
who rejected the shogunate’s willingness to sign
treaties with Western nations and open Japan to
outside influences.
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