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Flag Symbol of Shinsengumi — Character: Makoto (lit. sincerity)



Introduction

In 1853 Commodore Perry’s Black Ships arrived in Yokohama Bay triggering
a series of momentous events that between 1853 and 1867 shook the very
foundations of Japanese society, ending their enforced isolation under the
Tokugawa Bakufu (f&)115%Kf) and culminating in 1868 in the Meiji Restoration,
(Meiji Ishin BR;A#t#r), the abdication of Tokugawa Yoshinobu (#)IIEZ), the
fifteenth and last of the Tokugawa Shoguns (f&)I[4%$E), both of which heralded
the end of the Japanese feudal era and its associated societal structure and
the beginning of the industrial modernisation of Japan.

The Meiji Emperor Tokugawa Yoshinobu Commodore Matthew
BRaXE EIEE Perry, USN

Old enmities can sometimes fester for a long time and this is evident in the
way that during this, the Bakumutsu period (%), the factions and coalitions
aligned themselves, either with the Meiji Court (B8;&) or the Tokugawa Bakufu
(f&EN1ERF). These alliances had been forged nearly 300 hundred years before
in the triumphs and defeats of the crucible of the Battle of Sekigahara (B8 # |&,
known as Shinjitai B~ [RDE;LY) . Fought on 21 October 1600 (Keichd 5, 15th
day of the 9th month) it established the Tokugawa as the supreme rulers of
Japan for the next 265 years, from 1603, when Tokugawa leyasu ()11 E&)
was appointed Shogun (%), until 1868 when the Meiji Restoration was
declared.

Supporters of the Meiji Court, the National Patriots, Ishin Shishi (##& L),
were formed mainly from the Tozama Daimyo (s+#kKX4), the Oustide Lords,
those who had submitted to the Tokugawa only after their defeat at the battle
of Sekigahara (Bf # J&) and who were predominantly made up of Choshl Mori

(RMDEFIK), Satsuma Shimazu (FEEEE » B2 K), a minority of radical Tosa
(1 1£5%), other han leaders and revolutionary courtiers. Their slogan was
‘Revere the Emperor, Expel the Barbarians’, (Sonnd joi E £ =)

The Pro Shogunate supporters were comprised mainly of Satsuma Aizu
(FEEEZE N £ZE) and Ise Kuwana (£%5%) hans and the Shinsengumi, (Newly

Selected Corps #1i##H), a militia group made up of rénin (B.A) and peasants
turned warriors



Satsuma samurai during Boshin War (J%/=#:4+ Boshin Sens6) period (Hand-coloured
albumen silver print by Felice Beato, 1860s)

Many people who may have otherwise remained unknown to history emerged
from this period either as heroes or villains, depending on your perspective.
Recently the subject of a major television series, the dramatisation of the
activities of the Shinsengumi, and their lives and deaths, by NHK
(BARBuEHS, Nippon Hoso Kyokai, the Japan Broadcasting Corporation)
has taken Japan by storm. This popular series has seen a resurgent interest

in the Shinsengumi (¥7##H) not only amongst Japanese but also amongst non
Japanese interested in the history and the lives of the warriors of Japan.

This guide is not an in depth historical narrative of the Shinsengumi (¥7##H).

Rather, it is an attempt to bring to life, in the English language, the various
characters and locations around Kyoto that are associated with the
Shinsengumi.

A couple of areas have Shinsengumi (¥7i##8) associated sites that are within
walking distance of each other, around the district of Mibu (F4) for instance,
where the Shinsengumi (¥1:##f) had their headquarters, around Kiyamachi

Street (REHET@, Kiyamachi Dori) near Pontochd (5t3HET) and Gion (FRE),
and also in the Higashiyama district (2LLU[X). However, one or two locations
are fairly isolated but can be accessed using public transport.

Mibu (F )
When they first arrived in Kyoto (FR#F) Mibu (E4) was the location chosen by
the Roshigumi (;R1t#H), a large group of ronin (JR.A) and peasants turned

warriors employed by the Tokugawa Bakufu (f&JIIEFF) to work with the
‘Revere the Emperor, Expel the Barbarians’ (Sonné joi B £1&5%) faction and

to protect Tokugawa lemochi (&)1l &) on his visit to Kyoto (FR#8). When

Kiyokawa Hachird (;&:"/\BR) revealed to the group and that they would be
returning to Edo (L7, modern day Tokyo B IR) thirteen chose to stay behind

and formed the Shinsengumi, (Newly Selected Corps #i##H) to counter the
Sonnd joi (ELE1E ) faction.



Starting point — Kyoto Station (FX#&BER Kyoto-eki)

Walk towards Nishi Honganji (FEAFE3F). Aburanokoji-cho (if/MERHET) cuts
across Shichijo (£58) from north to south parallel with and one street east of

the nearest main road running north-south, Horikawa-Déri (3JI13&), which
runs past the entrance to Nishi Honganiji (Fa &FE3F)

(1) Aburanokoji Jiken (iii/MEEZE44)

A TR oo T )
N T Y Lghitorachd
- il b JELT
e
1°) i¥i i Tt .
B EUISUGUYSENS. L aantwakamalauch ",
! 1Lkl o7 e
| T ax
e ] Nishi Honganiji # ®ajlyacht |
1 TEAREES i WMETHR Kagymonn T!l:l'lﬁzl acd
I H W] "
5 [ v Fukumps#cha ;
- L Tataumichs,  Sakieagicht
Iangakuchsy b Ly i
H.1!|-'|£:J|;.1llfnr.1n A L) .:I::s_lgr.\.:.'lﬂ- N's__"n““l.m__‘ﬁ
[ iz w8 s i
i i g HigashishiokBachd ool
o Hamayachi Ty L, ; Shigkogehe R
by eppllil, T ORIRIE WORCRRT Tl
TFoEuia kg = TINNa
|| Kanepaschi wiafudtistchd | © Frmmm  FEFI-L
& L] LR o = m
= b £ i R Tali
Shrmusht T e TN Higashishakegmuiaibai
ROTTERNL | | STy il s
A !

- ST (]

On the 18th November 1867 Itdé Kashitard ({REREBFAXEFEER), who earlier
that year had left the Shinsengumi (¥7:##H) to form Goryo Eji (fHIfE&L),
Guards of Emperor's Tomb, was invited to the house of Dayu Miyuki
(RE KK), the mistress of Kondo Isami (3% 5 ) supposedly to pick up the
money Ito had requested from Kondo to fund a spying campaign against the
Chosha. Ito proceeded to get drunk and as he left and was walking south
along Aburanokoji (;H/ME&HE]) towards Shichijo (%) he was ambushed by
other Shinsengumi (F1:&#H) members including Oishi Kuwajiro (X% 2 ER),
Miyagawa Nobuyoshi (EJ11{§3& aka Nobukichi @& %) and Saitdé Hajime
(Z#%, who is one of the two main characters in the award winning film, ‘When
the Last Sword is Drawn’, ‘Mibu Gishi Den T-4:#51/="). He collapsed and
died by the gate of Honko-ji Temple (AJt:<F), further along Aburanokgji
(JH/)N#), south of Shichijo (£58). His body was dragged to the crossroads of
Aburanokoji (JH/)NEHE]) and Shichijo (£%). When others from Goryo Eji
(e L) attempted to retrieve the body they were attacked by a group of
between 30-40 Shinsengumi (#1:##H). Three of the Goryo Eji ({EIfE&L),
Hattori Takeo (RREFEHE), Monai Kanmotsu (H—% LY AAAEH D aka Ménai
Arinosuke £—7% LY HDF(F) and Tédd Heisuke Yoshitora (BEETFEIEFE),
were killed. All four are buried in a small cemetery near Kaikoji Temple

(BRFEF)

. Saitd Hajime (&%)

hgininibchi



Itd6 Kashitard Suzuki Mikisaburo Kondo Isami
FERFPFAKEPEEA oy N/ N £ by X2

Ito Kashitaro's younger brother, Suzuki Mikisaburo #5A = =H[, survived the
Aburanokoiji Incident (Aburanakoiji Jiken (GH/NSZE )

(2) The memorial of the assassination of Ité6 Kashitaré (;l/NEEZEH) in
front of Honko-ji where It6 died 18th November 1867 Keid 3 (FAaTD ARG
-EERE)

From the north side of Shichijo (£5&) cross to the south side and carry on
walking south down Aburanokoji-cho (;H/]NE&HET)

Honko-ji Temple (4%:=F) is a couple of hundred meters south of Shichijo on
the left hand side
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A stone monument by the gate of Honko6-ji Temple (4%:<F) remembering that
it was here that 1t6 Kashitard6 (fFEHFFAXEBEBA) collapsed and died after
being attacked by members of the Shinsengumi (F7:8#8)



(3) Nishi Honganiji (FaA&EgF)
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In 1864 the Shinsengumi (#1:&#H) moved their headquarters to Nishi Honganji
(FAARFETF). Yamanami Keisuke (LUEF#Bh), buried in Koenji (F£#&<F) was the
Vice Commander of the Shinsengumi (¥7:E#H). Early in 1865 He tried to leave
the Shinsengumi (¥3%f after the lkedaya Incident (GttEEZEZE4) having
disagreed with the way the policies and ideology the Shinsengumi ($7:E#)
were developing and apparently unhappy with the Shinsengumi (¥7:E#8)
intimidating the priests of Nishi Honganji (FAAF&3F) into allowing them to
move their headquarters there. He fled to Otsu (X;£T) on the western shore
of nearby Lake Biwa (EEEi#fl Biwa-ko). Kondo Isami (I E) sent Okita Soji
;4 #37]) to retrieve him. After Yamanami Keisuke (LUFE#%Bh) returned to
Mibu (E£4), he was ordered to commit seppuku (Y1f§) which took place in

the Maekawa Shoji house (IB#IJIIER); Okita Soji (480 #&7]) served as his

second
\ -

Okita Soji (;H#7))



(4) Shimabara Gate (Shimabara Omon IER M KF9)
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After leaving Nishi Honganji (FEAFE=F) by the front gate turn north along
Horikawa-Dori (3J11:8) and then left at the corner of the temple compound
onto Hanayacho Do6ri (TEEHET:8) . When you reach the next main road, Omiya
Déri (K= &), running north to south at the rear of Nishi Honganji (T A E&3¥F),
cross over and take the road running west which is slightly south, a
continuation of Hanayacho Dori (fEEHT:#), and continue along this road till
the Shimabara Gate (Shimabara Omon B[R @M XF9) is reached. This marks
the entrance to the old Pleasure Quarter of Shimabara (I&J&). It is called the
Shimabara Omon (IER®MKF9) because of its resemblance to the gate of
Shimabara Castle (&R Shimabara-jo) in Bizen ({&#iE Bizen no kuni). The
Shimabara (I&/&) Pleasure Quarters used to be surrounded by a moat and a
wall with this great gate serving as the eastern entrance

The nearness of the old Pleasure Quarter of Shimabara (UEJ&) to the area
where the Shinsengumi (¥7:E#H) where based, Mibu (E4), just north of
Shimabara (IBJ/&), meant that this was the area where the Shinsengumi
(Fr#E#fH) spent most of their leisure time. Historical records contain
descriptions of their activities and visits to Wachigaya Tea House (&)
and Sumiya Restaurant (& E)



(5) The Sumiya Restaurant (&), now a museum, was established in 1641

e A 1 TRyt ol = SR
4 ks 4%
hikishimonochd Gl F\k i 1 )
LR Ip ishishinyashikinakanochd
VG Bl o 2 iy Kos:
iR A )
\ \ REHRE Yakff
HTTEE AT 5[4
i il i
pava— 5D
BREEER b
: REE A X }
e 1, Shimabara Ninin
BESTEL : 2 !
AEs AL Gate IB[FM
i =) .
; Nishishifyashikiageyacho = Nishishinyashikitaylchd
* 6 7t By V6 57 Jat K A
¥ olfER

I Nishishinyashikikaminocho

et dan dlondn aefPnos zEnRIN | Terms of Use [

Passing under the Shimabara Gate (IB/R®MKFH) continue west along
Hanayacho Dori (fEEHETi&). The entrance to Sumiya (AZ) is reached by
turning left just before a north turning L junction

Sumiya

32 Banchi, Ageyacho, Shimogyoku
AN AERFRT600-8828

RETH T REAHERIGES2
TEL.075-351-0024.FAX.075-343-9102

http://www16.0ocn.ne.jp/~sumiyaho/page/english.html

Tours, in Japanese only, run at 10:15, 13 : 15, 14 : 15and 15 : 15 and take
approximately 30 minutes. They are limited to 20 people. You will need to
arrive 15 minutes before the tour is due to start

To visit Sumiya (FE) you will need to phone ahead and make an
appointment. The best way to do this if you do not speak Japanese is at the
Kyoto Tourist Information office located on the 9™ floor of the Isetan
Department Store in JR Kyoto Station Building which is open from 10am until
6pm. You may need to arrange for a volunteer interpreter; though this service
is free the expectation is for you to pay their expenses. This can be arranged
via http://Kyotofreequide.sakura.ne.jp/

Sumiya Restaurant (/) is an ageya, an elegant restaurant where lavish
banquets and dinner parties were held, and where guests were entertained by
Geisha (%%, called Geiko =F in Kyoto IR#R) and the highest ranking
courtesans called Tayi (AX)

Saigdb Takamori Takanaga (&%} P£E%¢ P£7k) and Sakamoto Ryoma (A
#EE) used to meet merchants here to raise funds for their cause
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Saigd Takamori aka Takanaga Sakamoto Ryér-ﬁa

(P48 PEER aka PEK) (RA FEE)

In June 1863 one of the three leaders of the Shinsemgumi (#1:##H), Serizawa
Kamo (FiRB&) reputedly an extremely bad tempered man and a violent
drunk, lost his temper here when he was refused service for not paying his
bills and smashed the place up. His sword marks can still be seen on either
side of the tokonoma (EKMFE) in the Fan Room, (F®f Ogi no Ma),
upstairs

% Serizawa Kamo (EiRHE)

On September 18th 1863 Kondo Isami (if# %) and Hijikata Toshizo
(£A®=) held a party here for Serizawa Kamo (5:RE&), and Serizawa's
supporters.

Hijikata Toshizd (X A& =) Vice Commander of the Shinsengumi



In the meantime a party of Shinsengumi (¥7:E#H) had gone to the house of
Yagi Gennojo (/\KRiJRzZZXItH) where Serizawa was staying. Meanwhile
Kondd Isami ((E#&E) and Hijikata Toshizo (XA ® =) tried to get Serizawa's
group so drunk they would not be able to fight back when ambushed at the
house of Yagi Gennojé (/\RifzZ ZKI&H). On his return there Serizawa Kamo
(FFiRHB) was assassinated with his mistress Oume (&#) and Hirayama
Goryo (ELUFER). Both Serizawa Kamo (FiRE8) and Hirayama Goryo
(ELLFER) are buried at Mibudera Temple (E43F). A sword cut can still be
seen in the room where Serizawa Kamo (7R f&) was assassinated

Harada Sanosuke ([ # 2Z Bf), who took part in the assassination of Serizawa Kamo, along
with Okita Soji (;4H #28]), Hijikata Toshizo (£ A =) and Yamanami Keisuke (LLFE#Bh)

(6) The Wachigaya Tea House (#:& ), established 1688 and still operating
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The Wachigaya was frequented by the Shinsengumi (#7:##H). [t6 Kashitard
(FEREBFAKEFEBA aka Suzuki Okura), Shinsengumi Staff Officer and
eventually Goryo Eji (f#1#%iL) Leader, had a mistress here; a Tayd (AX).
Though still operating after 320 years it is also open as a museum of Tayu
(AX) culture though as with other older established teahouses still in
operation access is as a customer and by introduction only.

As a location subject it is featured in the Japanese TBS two part drama,
‘ltosato of the Wachigaya — Women of the Shinsengumi’, (Wachigaya Itosato -
Onna-tachi no Shinsengumi B 2R B ~7c 7= B O Fr##4H), of 2007 based on
the novel ‘Wachigaya ltosato’ (¥mi# /=R H) by Jird Asada (7 HKER). It tells
the story of Itosato, a young Tayid (A *x) who falls in love with Hijikata Toshizo
(A=), the deputy leader of the Shinsengumi (¥m:&#H). Jird Asada (7 H
KER) also wrote, ‘When the Last Sword is Drawn’, (Mibu Gishi Den



T/ % I1r), a fictionalised account of the last days of the Shinsengumi
(Fr58fH) which was made into an award winning film and a mini series about

the lives of Shinsemgumi members Saito
Kanichiro (54 B—ER)

(7) Mibudera Temple (E 4 3F)
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Some of the Shinsengumi are buried here in the Mibu-tsuka cemetery
(F&£RTEDOE LK) the entrance to which is via what looks like a shop on the
right after you pass through the main entrance gate. There is a small turnstile
on the far side of the counter...

Plot 3 - Nimi Nishiki (or Shinmi Nishiki ¥7R#%) was the right hand man of
Serizawa Kamo (7:R#&). Nishiki was forced by the Shinsengumi (¥1:&#8) to
commit seppuku (VIfE) in a Gion (#K[E) pleasure house for extorting
protection money which he then spent on his activities in the pleasure
quarters

Plot 8 - Kawai Kisaburd (;fl&%& = BB) was ordered to commit seppuku (LIf8)
for an apparent accounting fraud

Plot 6 - Serizawa Kamo (5iRE&) who is buried with his head pointing north
and his feet pointing south, Hirayama Goro (FELLUFER). Serizawa Kamo
FriRBE was assassinated at the house of Yagi Gennojd (/\ KRz ZK5H)
along with his mistress Oume and Hirayama Gord (*ELLUEER) on September
18th 1863. A sword cut can still be seen in the room at the Yagi Gennojo
house (/\Ki& 2z R5:H) where Serizawa Kamo (FFiRE&) was assassinated



(8) Shintokuji (E1{E3) - former Shinsengumi (¥7:3#8) headquarters
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As you exit Mibu Dera (E43F) turn left on Bojo-Dori (545:#) and Shintokuiji
(F1{EF) is on the opposite side of the road at little further north. Entry is not
permitted though they do run Zen meditation classes on the 8" of every
month from 6.30-8pm. Call ahead on 075-811-6569. The best way to do this if
you do not speak Japanese is at the Kyoto Tourist Information office located
on the 9™ floor of the Isetan Department Store in JR Kydto Station Building
which is open from 10am until 6pm.

After arriving in Kyoto (3R#R) on the 23 February 1863, (Bunkyd 3C/A 3),
Serizawa Kamo (7 iRE&) and his group set up residence in the house of Yagi
Gennojo (/\ KRz ZR[d). Kondd Isami #i#&E and his group set up
residence in Maekawa Shoji's house (IBHIIJIIER) which also served as a dojo
and where Yamanami Keisuke (LLUE#5Bl) committed seppuku (Y1E8), both of
which are located in Mibu (T=4)

On February 24, a day after their arrival in Kyoto (3R#R), Kiyokawa Hachiro
(FAAJ\BR) summoned the Shinsengumi ($1:#E#H) to Shintokuji (FT{&3F) to go
over their aims and objectives. When Kiyokawa Hachird (;&:f/\ER) revealed
to the group and that they would be returning to Edo (;L =, modern day Tokyo
B R) after the visit of Tokugawa lemochi ()1l %) to Kyoto (3R#F) thirteen
chose to stay behind and formed the Shinsengumi, (Newly Selected Corps
#1iE4) to counter the Sonnd joi (BEE£#=) faction led by Kondd Isami
(GEBEE), Nimi Nishiki (or Shinmi Nishiki # R£8) and Serizawa Kamo (FiR#g)

(9) House of Yagi Gennojoé (/\K JRZ XK Ii&iR)
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From Shintokuji walk north along Bojo-Dori (Yi¥i#). The entrance to the
house is on the right hand side of the road just before the next crossroads.
There is a shop on the right as you enter. The ticket includes green tea after
your visit. You can take photographs up to the entrance to the house grounds
but not in the house. Once again you may need to arrange for a volunteer
interpreter via http://Kyotofreequide.sakura.ne.jp/ as tours here are in
Japanese

(10) Maekawa Shéji house (IB#iJ11ER)
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Leaving the house of Yagi Gennojo (/\AJ&EZ RI&R) turn left and walk a little
bit futher north to the first cross roads. Turn right at the crossroads onto
Ayanokouiji Dori (#/Mi&&) and the entrance to the Maekawa Shgji house
(IBR1JIIER) is the first entrance on the right. The entrance is closed at
weekends. There are no tours here but you will find an information plaque in
Japanese. Walk into the courtyard and to the left of the group of well pruned
trees is a door outside of which is some information, once again in Japanese,
and here you can purchase postcards and a detailed diagram of the house
and its functions. Occasional bakumatsu exhibitions are held here. This is
now a family home so please respect the privacy of the family.

Pro Imperial Ishin-shishi (##& 1) ronin GERA) from Chdshi han (F/3%)
were using the lkedaya Inn (G#tEHE) as a meeting point. It was here they
planned to set fire to Kyoto ((R#R). Before this could happen, on the 5 June
1864, Takeda Kanryasai (EH##I%) of the Shinsengumi (#1:E#H) captured
one of them, Furutaka Shuntaro (&5 &8 XER), who was taken to the Maekawa
Shoji House and interrogated under torture by Hijikata Toshizd (A=)
who hung him upside down and drove five inch wooden spikes into his heels
and dripped hot wax into the wounds. Furutaka Shuntaro (&1 KER)
eventually revealed the plans and the meeting place, the lkedaya Inn
(G Z), which led to the famous Ikedaya Incident Jiken ;i EHEZE 4 Ikedaya
Jiken) (Ikedaya Incident: see Walk Two — Around Kiyamachi Street)

Furutaka Shuntaro (& & # A ER)



Yamanami Keisuke (LLUEI#Bl), who is buried in Kéenji (¥#3Z) was the Vice

Commander of the Shinsengumi (#7:E#H). Early in 1865 He tried to leave the
Shinsengumi  (¥m&EHA) after the lkedaya Incident (GiEEZE#) having
disagreed with the way the policies and ideology Shinsengumi (#1:##H) were
developing and apparently unhappy with the priests of Nishi Honganiji
(FAAREEF) having been intimidated into allowing the Shinsengumi (#7:##4H) to
move there headquarters into Nishi Honganji (Fa&JFE3). He fled to Otsu

(K:ET). Kondd Isami (I E ) sent Okita Soji ;4 #7]) to retrieve him. After
Yamanami Keisuke (LLUFG#%BY) returned to Mibu (F£4), he was ordered to
commit seppuku (YIfE) which took place in the Maekawa Shoji house
(IB81JI|ER); Okita Soji (FH #27]) served as his second

Towards the end of September Kondd Isami (GZf%ZE) uncovered a plot
involving four Chosha (&%) men who had infiltrated the Shinsengumi
(##EH) and ordered them killed. Nagakura Shinpachi Noriyuki
(FkE#/\& ), accompanied by two colleagues, discovered two of them on
the veranda of the Maekawa Shoji house (IBHJIIEB) and killed them on the
spot. Okita Soji (FH#87T]) and Todo Heisuke Yoshitora (BE=FEBIEE)
discovered the other two, one of whom escaped. On top of the four already
discovered by Nagakura Shinpachi Noriyuki (K 2#/\& ), two more were

discovered one of whom escaped, the other was captured and beheaded by
Todo Heisuke Yoshitora (&= FBIET) when he refused to cooperate

(11) Koenji (G£#&=F) burial place of some of the Shinsengumi (F7:E#H)
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On leaving the Maekawa Shgji house (IHHIJIIER) turn right and continue
walking along Ayanokouji-Dori (#%/IMi&3#). Crossing back over Mibu Dori

(E4J8) keep going east along Ayanokouiji-Dori (#%/Mi&:#@) for another two
blocks on the left hand side of Ayanokouji-Dori (#8/]Mi&:#). The entrance to

Koenji (G#&=F) is at the beginning of the third block. Sometimes the gate is
closed but you can enter via the door on the left. Pay a small fee at the
priest’s dormitory and head to the cemetery through the Hondo, the main hall.
Records can be found in the Hondo, the main hall and the stables the
Shinsengumi (¥7:##H) used to use were situated in the south west corner of
the temple



Graves:

Tani Sanjurd Tomokuni (A=1EB#E). It is not known if he joined the

Shinsengumi (¥1:##H) but he was in the list of those paid for the Ikedaya
Incident (GttEEZE#). Found dead near the Yasaka Shrine (/\iR#*%t,
Yasaka-jinja) in Gion (fK[&)

Matsubara Chji aka Tadashi (AR f£77]). Attempted seppuku (YIfE) after

Hijikata Toshizd (A =) accused him of having an affair with the wife of a
man he had killed. He later died of his wounds

Yamanami Keisuke (LLEF#BY), buried in Koenji (H#&k3F) was the Vice

Commander of the Shinsengumi (#7:E#H). Early in 1865 He tried to leave the
Shinsengumi 13l after the Ikedaya Incident (ittEHEZE44) having disagreed
with the way the policies and ideology Shinsengumi (¥7:##H) were developing
and apparently unhappy with the priests of Nishi Honganji (FaZ<FE3F) having
been intimidated into allowing the Shinsengumi (¥7m:##H) to move there
headquarters into Nishi Honganji (FaA&RFE3) . He fled to Otsu (Ki#T1). Kondd

Isami GEZEEE) sent Okita Soji (4 #47]) to retrieve him. After Yamanami
Keisuke (LLEF#B) returned to Mibu (E4), he was ordered to commit seppuku
(Y1BE) which took place in the Maekawa Shdji house (IB#IJIIEB); Okita Soji

(FE#2 7)) served as his second

(12) Kyoto Nijo-jo Karamon Gate (& =530 EFT)

On leaving Koenji (J:#&=F) turn left and walk east along Ayanokouji Dori
(#8/NE&18) until you reach the main road of Horikawa Déri (J&)1138) which runs
north-south. Turn left and walk north till you reach the corner of Oshi Koji Dori

(F1/)\%38). The entrance to Nijo-jo (=2&3) is just here
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The power base of the Tokugawa (&)Il) in Kyoto (3R#F). In January 1863
Tokugawa lemochi (f8)I|ZR ), the penultimate Tokugawa Shogun (#8)I:/F &)

had visited here to discuss support for the Kobugattai Movement (A E & 1K)



Union of Court and Shogunate, with Tokugawa Yoshinobu (f&JI[EB =), who
became the 15th and last Tokugawa Shogun (f8)I'F%E), and the Daimyd
(X#) Matsudaira Katamori (A& 1R) of Aizu (£3%), Matsudaira Shungaku
(WA ER) of Fukui (F8H ), Yamanouchi Toyoshige (LLURNE{E aka Y5do
ABE) of Tosa (L1£5%), Date Munenari (ffiZR#) of Uwajima (FHM &), and
Prince Shimazu Hisamitsu (B2 A X B K) of the Shimazu clan (B2K) of

Satsuma (iEEEE) but with no agreement was reached and the talks ended in
March. The lack of a definitive plan to expel the foreigners gave Kondo Isami
(JEFEE) second thoughts about continuing with the Shinsengumi (F7i2#8)

ltakura Katsukiyo (#x7=#%%), Prime Minister (Roja EH) of the Tokugawa
Bakufu (f8JII% /) ordered the Shinsengumi (¥7i&#H) to guard Nijo-jo
(Z%3,). However, on the 13 December 1867 Tokugawa Yoshinobu (#&)I|
B E) ordered the Mito Han (KF3#) to guard Nijo-jo =Z&3. Kondo Isami

(JEBE) confronted the Mito Han (7K F3&) and very nearly drew his sword on
them after he had lost the argument with them about who should guard Nijo-jo

(=%H)

(13) Kyoto Imperial Palace (Kyoto Gosho) East Gate and
Shinmikurumayosen Carriage Entrance (RERMH T 1 E )
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On leaving Nij6-j6 (=%3) go to Horikawa Dori (J2)II:8) and turn left. Walk

north until the next major intersection and turn right onto Marutamachi Dori
(FLAETHI). Keep walking east until you reach the entrance to Ky6to Imperial
Park. Enter the park and walk north to the Imperial Palace Enclosure
(FRERTHZE Kyoto Gyoen)

The Forbidden Gate Incident, Hamagurigomon no Hen (334815 @ Z)

On the 5th June 1864 (Genji Jti& 1), Chosha (RM5&) Sonnd Joi (BEER)
Revere the Emperor, Expel the Barbarians radicals aka Sonjé R&shi
(B#ERT), were attacked at the Ikedaya Inn, known as the lkedaya Incident



(Ikedaya Jiken StiEHEZE#), forcing them to take action against the Aizu
(£3F) and Satsuma (FEEE)

On the 18th August Aizu (£3#) and Satsuma (FE&) troops seized the Nine

Forbidden Gates of the palace from the Chdsha (F4MN5#). 1,400 armed
Loyalists, including one thousand ronin (JR.A), took over the Sakaimachi

Gate, which until then had been guarded by the Chasha (N 5&)

On the morning of the 19th August 1864 Chdshia (&M &) radicals, who had
accused the Satsuma (FEEESE) and Aizu (£3#) of manipulating Emperor

Kémei (Komei-tenné ZBI K £), attacked Kydto Imperial Palace (Ky6to Gosho
REDGEVFT)

The pro Shogunate force, commanded by Saigdo Takamori aka Takanaga
(FaBPEER aka PEk), Commander of the Satsuma (FEEEE) forces in Kydto

(=R #B), who had formed an alliance with the Aizu (£3#) were guarding the Inui

Gate and forced the Chashi (FM3#) to retreat but the Choshia (R 4M5%) broke
through the Hamaguri Gate. They were rescued by reinforcements from Aizu
(£3#) and Satsuma and members of Shinsengumi (¥1i&#H); Matsubara Chiiji
(aka Tadashi #AJR £ 8]), a captain in the Shinsengumi (¥1:&#8) who is buried

in Koenji Temple (}#&=F) was nicknamed Benkei (FI&EK#i1h 7 &) because
of the way he was dressed at the time. Because of the attack on the Palace
the Choshi (/M 5%) were branded as Imperial enemies

Note: The sword of Matsubara Chaiji (FAJR £ 8] aka Tadashi), called

Fujishima Tomoshige (BB & &), can bee seen at
www.tsuruginoya.com/mn1_3/f00032.html

Location photographs by the author
Acknowledgement — Maps by Google



