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Part 1

The Fatherless Boy in Rebellious
Japan, 1835-59



1

Nakatsu and Nagasaki: Feudal Lords
and Dutch Interlopers

In the spring of 1855, Yukichi Fukuzawa’s master, Iki Okudaira, dis-
patched Fukuzawa from Nagasaki, where he had assiduously been learn-
ing Dutch studies, back to Nakatsu, the castle town of Okudaira’s
domain. Fukuzawa, a rebellious twenty-year-old, furious over his
removal from learning about European countries, joined his brother in
Osaka rather than return to Nakatsu domain. He felt that he could not
put up with living in feudal Nakatsu again. Perhaps Fukuzawa had a
more positive motive for his rebellion. Now that he had sensed the
wonders of the West through the open window at Nagasaki, he could
not bear to be deprived of learning more. Was it only by doing some-
thing extraordinary like, say, going to the West, that he could distance
himself from feudalism? Ambition was born in Fukuzawa and this gave
him no choice but to defy his feudal master. This act of insubordination
in Nagasaki set Fukuzawa apart from other lower ranking samurai.
Fukuzawa’s act of defiance was never punished and it became clear to
him that the old rules and regulations which controlled old feudal Japan
were no longer workable.'

Yukichi Fukuzawa was born on 10 January 1835, to Ojun and Hyaku-
suke Fukuzawa. Yukichi’s father was a lower class samurai receiving a
stipend from the domain of 13 koku 2 men buchi yearly, the net income
of which was about 8 koku.” Hyakusuke’s marriage with Ojun was prob-
ably arranged in 1820 when his father, Hyozaemon, became ill. In 1822,
Hyakusuke was sent to Osaka to serve as chief accountancy officer at the
Nakatsu domain office to which a rice warehouse was attached. In the
spring of 1826, he brought his wife Ojun to Osaka.® Yukichi Fukuzawa,
born in Osaka but raised in Nakatsu, came to maturity during the dying
years of the old regime, a period of Tokugawa military ascendancy. The
regime had imposed a system of hundreds of regulations, which, in
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theory, kept everyone within a rigid system of social control. But, as
Fukuzawa fully understood, as he grew up in Nakatsu, it was all point-
less. At Fukuzawa’s lowly samurai level, his family could not have even
gateposts or a gate to protect their property. What did this matter?

What did matter was that Fukuzawa grew up in Kyushu, the south-
ernmost island of Japan, which had access to exciting western ideas that
reached Japan through the port of Nagasaki where a few Dutch traders,
kept virtually imprisoned on the artificial island of Deshima, were
allowed to trade. Through this one open port to the West, occidental
knowledge of advanced technology and science crept into Japan.
Because of this unique situation, Nagasaki became a Mecca for curious
Japanese samurai infuriated by the ridiculous restriction of Edo-period
life. Because of its location in Kyushu Island, nearly a month’s travel by
foot from Edo (now Tokyo), the Shogun's seat of power, Nagasaki was
more easily accessible to ambitious Kyushu samurai than it was to those
from other parts of Japan. In addition, there were no sekisho, or bakufu
barriers, west of Osaka, and accordingly none on Kyushu Island. People
could move around freely in western Japan. The only exceptions were
heads of samurai families who had to report when they left their
domains and duties. Nagasaki was undoubtedly the Achilles heel of
the closed Tokugawa Japan.

What was equally important was that Kyushu Island was a home of
several powerful clans, which were traditional enemies of the ruling
Tokugawa family. Tozama daimyo, or the outer daimyo, were so
named after the Sekigahara battle of 1600 where they took the side of
the Toyotomi clan. As a result, the tozama daimyo remained outside the
shogun’s administration. Of some 230 clans existent under the late
Tokugawa bakufu regime, 34 were in Kyushu. Among them were five
formidable tozama, the Shimazu clan of Kagoshima, the Hosokawa of
Kumamoto, the Kuroda of Chikuzen in Fukuoka, the Nabeshima of Saga
and the Arima of Kurume.* The aggregate rice production of the big five
tozama clans amounted to nearly two-thirds of the total for Kyushu.
These domains tried hard to gather information and accumulate know-
ledge of western science and technology through Nagasaki, particularly
in the dying years of the Shogunate regime. They thus came to pose a
potential threat to the bakufut well before the opening of the treaty ports
in 1859. The combination of the availability of western ideas coming in
through Nagasaki and the powerful non-conformist clans was to prove
fatal to the bakufu. Adjourning these Kyushu tozama, Choshu clan,
another powerful tozama on the extreme southwest of Honshu, bene-
fited from Nagasaki.
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Fukuzawa was a lower ranking samurai from the clan Okudaira, of
Nakatsu, situated in northern Oita adjacent to Fukuoka to the west and
facing the Setonaikai, or the Inland Sea in western Japan, to the north.
The Nakatsu domain was one of Kyushu nine fudai, or hereditary vassals,
who were so named because they were allies on the winning side, that is
the Tokugawa clan in the battle of 1600. They, as fudai of the ruling
regime, were deployed in Kyushu so that they could keep a watchful eye
on the activities of the dangerous fozama daimyo. Nonetheless, even
members of the Okudaira family, the guards of the Shogun in Kyushu,
were not unaffected by the fever of ideas coming into Japan through
Nagasaki. Iki Okudaira, head of one of the seven prestigious Okudaira
families, assuaged his curiosity by removing himself to Nagasaki. Fortu-
nately for Fukuzawa, and for Japan as a whole, Okudaira chose to take
Yukichi Fukuzawa with him to Nagasaki as a young man. This extra-
ordinary appointment was sufficient to launch Fukuzawa on to a career
which was to benefit both Fukuzawa and Japan.

The Nakatsu domain was small, one of the minnows compared to the
sharks of huge domains such as a Shimazu’s. The rice production of the
Nakatsu domain was 100000 koku, less than one-seventh of Shimazu’s,
and the population was 79 704 in 1867, a little more than 8 per cent of
Shimazu’s, of whom some 1500 families were in the samurai class. But
the Nakatsu domain was merely an average-sized clan of hereditary
vassals under the Tokugawa regime, and thus in many ways represented
the state of Japan in the middle of the nineteenth century. It had, for
example, hundreds of rules and regulations affecting daimyo control
over his own people, as could be seen elsewhere in Japan. Fukuzawa
himself wrote a marvellous critique of his native Nakatsu domain life.®

The Nakatsu samurai hierarchy, based strictly on military practice, was
composed of five classes, each of which was divided into three grades.
Samurai in the first class were generals and senior commissioned offi-
cers. Samurai in the second class were lower ranking commissioned
officers. Samurai in both classes were called joshi, or the upper class
samurai. Domain ministers were appointed exclusively from those in
the first grade of the first class. First grade samurai in the second class
were termed tomoban, or followers, because they literally had to follow
the lord and the first class samurai on sankinkotai, that is the periodic
required attendance in Edo. All the high ranking officers in the domain
administration were appointed from tomoban and they always sought
promotion to the first class, which was not difficult. The rest of second
class samurai worked under the direction of fomoban, and even these
samurai could seek promotion to the first class. Although Confucian
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and medical doctors were placed in the first and second grades of the
third class, respectively, those who could attend to the upper samurai
were included in the upper class. In Nakatsu the number of upper class
samurai themselves, that is heads of upper ranking samurai families,
amounted to fewer than 400.°

The rest of samurai in the domain, that is, the rest of Confucians and
medical doctors in the third class and those in the fourth and fifth
classes, were called kashi, or the lower class samurai, that is, heads of
lower ranking samurai families, totalling more than 1,100. The fourth
class samurai were non-commissioned officers and the fifth samurai
were ashigaru, that is light infantry, the main body on the battlefield.
These light infantry men had chance of being promoted to the fourth
class. Furthermore, even sons of peasants could seek opportunities to
find ways up to the fourth class. What was absolutely impossible was to
surmount the barrier between upper and lower class samurai. In the case
of the Nakatsu domain there were fewer than half a dozen samurai who
were promoted from the lower to the upper class during the whole Edo
period.

The rigidities of the system were reflected physically in the Nakatsu
street plan. Nakatsu Castle, built along the right bank of Yamakuni
River, was well situated to guard against an enemy approaching land-
ward. It overlooked the town’s four residential districts. Towards the
south of the Castle, there were two moats, the inner and the outer,
and in between them lived the upper class samurai. All the Nakatsu
elite came from this part of the castle town. Towards the southeast
beyond the inner moat, the merchants, craftsmen and shopkeepers
had their homes. Two residential sections remained; one north of the
townsmen residence and the other south of the outer moat. This was
where the lower class samurai lived. Rusuicho, where the Fukuzawa
family had their residence, was in the northern part of lower samurai
district, near the townsmen’s enclave.

The residential regulations were but one example of the class rigidities
in Nakatsu and elsewhere in Japan. Ashigaru were obliged to sit barefoot,
regardless of weather, and to prostrate themselves to express their obedi-
ence to any upper class samurai who passed them on the road. Relatively
lower ranking samurai, when visiting the upper, could not proceed
immediately into the room where his superiors were. They had to wait
until they were told to enter, and then they had to leave their swords
behind. The class differentials were also discernible in language. The
four classes of people, that is, the upper samurai, the lower samurai, the
merchants, and the peasants, spoke so differently that everyone could
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easily identify by listening who belonged to which class. The severity of
class discrimination was so strong that marriage between upper and
lower samurai was strictly prohibited. The marriage prohibition, which
lasted nearly three hundred years, resulted in a situation where ‘there
existed two separate human races in one domain’, as Fukuzawa
observed.”

The class discrimination had decisive economic effects upon the
domains samurai households. The nominal rice production of 100000
koku gave the Nakatsu domain a net income of 50000 koku,® of which
30000 koku was appropriated by the lord and his family and domain’s
official expenses. Of the remaining 20 000 koku, ministers took 1,000 to
2,000 koku each and high officials from the upper class samurai took 100
to 250 koku each, leaving only a small portion to the lower class samurai
of more than 1,100 households. The lower samurai and their families
had no choice but to take on side jobs of every possible sort. All family
members, male or female, so long as they were able to work, took on
jobs, day and night, including weaving and craft work. As Fukuzawa
concluded in his observations, the reality was that:

They pretended to do side jobs, but in fact they did it as their main
jobs and regarded the official domain jobs as the side jobs. Therefore,
they were not samurai but in a sense, artisans.’

What were the official duties of lower ranked samurai? Their basic
duties were services on the battlefield as foot soldiers and guards for
higher ranked samurai. But there was no serious rebellion or war in
Kyushu Island or elsewhere in Japan after the Shimabara Uprising of
1638. The century-long peace totally changed the situation. The mili-
tary duties were reduced to guard duty in and around the castle. Instead,
lower samurai did all sorts of clerical tasks. The most important was
accountancy, which the upper class samurai hated but to which they
appointed talented and trustworthy samurai selected from the lower
ranks. The upper class samurai nominally superintended the accounting
business, but could never understand what was happening in their
accountancy offices and could easily be deceived. Ordinary lower
samurai were also engaged in miscellaneous duties including the super-
vision of horsemen, carpenters and shipwrights and even cooking for
the upper class samurai in the castle.

Two entirely separate human races co-existed in the domain, as
Fukuzawa rightly recognized. In his eyes, the upper class samurai were
unproductive ‘aristocrats’ leaving all the dirty jobs to the lower class
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samurai while devoting themselves to domain politics, fencing, riding
and reading Chinese literature. In turn hard-working lower samurai
created their own world outside the samurai society. As Fukuzawa
noted:

In the last two to three decades, the so-called side jobs of lower
samurai eventually started to prosper. Those who had made cabinets
and trays from cedar bark and paper cords for tying hairs, gradually
increased the varieties of their products. There were people making
clogs and umbrellas, sticking papers on lanterns, adding value by
lacquering plain wood cabinets, and making sliding doors and paper
screens which were as good as those produced by professional carpen-
ters. In addition lately, people have emerged who trade as well as
manufacture. They build ships and buy goods to send them to Osaka,
even going on board the ships themselves. Of course not all lower
samurai were engaged in manufactures and commerce, but once
some started to do so, their friends invested their funds too. No
money was hoarded and money circulated quickly so that substantial
profits resulted. Once commerce was prevalent among domain
samurai the upper samurai could not overlook it, and in many cases
invested their funds secretly. However, because of the nature of their
educations they were poor in accounting and knew nothing about
finance so that they had to rely on lower samurai in business and
either had to lose money in vain or to be satisfied with the remnants
of the profits.'®

As Fukuzawa observed, the reality was that in its last days, during which
the ancient regime was on the brink of collapse, the surge of a market
economy was changing the lower samurai social class. It would be safe
to say that the upper-ranked samurai in Nakatsu domain and perhaps in
many other domains were losing out as the ruling class in the 1840s and
1850s.

The combination of the fading and failing upper samurai and the
rising market economy had an inevitable repercussion on lower samurai
families. Busy side jobs involved every member of the family, regardless
of gender and age. Perhaps for the first time in the samurai society, the
mother and women of a lower samurai family could attain earning
status, which the head of the family could not ignore because their
income was indispensable. The economic base inevitably enhanced
the status of the mother who could even interfere in specific samurai
matters. Fukuzawa’s mother was typical in this.' In this way the lower
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samurai family was in a sense increasingly ‘modernized’ towards the end
of the early modern era.

Once the rice economy, to which the Shogunal system was so crucially
tied, began to give way to the rising market economy, the balance by
which the upper class samurai ruled the domain was lost. Fukuzawa
described an amazing incident of 1863 that strikingly underlined the
chaotic Nakatsu situations:

At that very moment, several dozen lower samurai, in the prime of
manhood but out of work — they were not entirely out of work but
were excluded from important domain jobs — secretly planned to
assassinate a minister then in power. This was an unprecedented
incident in the Nakatsu domain. If this had happened three decades
earlier, there is no doubt that all parties would instantly have been
arrested and killed. The situation in those days, however, obliged the
administration not only to refrain from these executions but also to
dismiss the minister in order to calm public opinion. This was the
first revelation that 250 years of stable power was failing.'?

The minister, the target of the attempted assassination, was Iki Oku-
daira.'® This Nakatsu rebellion reflected the unsettled political climate
which hung over the dying regime in the early 1860s. Naosuke Ii, Great
Councillor of the bakufu, was assassinated in March 1860. Senior Coun-
cillor Nobuyuki Ando was attacked in 1862. The Richardson Incident in
September 1862 culminated in the British Bombardment of Kagoshima
in August 1863. In September of that year, the coup at the Kyoto Court
expelled a group of reformist aristocrats. Even remote Nakatsu could not
remain unaffected by this changing atmosphere. Fukuzawa’s earlier act
of defiance of his master’s order in Nagasaki in 1855 reflected this
emerging rebellious atmosphere.

In the first half of 1830s, the Fukuzawa children were enjoying the
urban atmosphere of Osaka, the most important commercial and finan-
cial centre of Tokugawa Japan. In the spring of 1831 with his ten-year
tenure in Osaka about to end, Hyakusuke Fukuzawa, Yukichi’s father
and the domains chief accountancy officer there, requested a return to
Nakatsu. This was refused. The clan ordered him to stay in the Osaka
office for another year for which he received a bonus of three ryo in gold
coins.'® In the spring of 1832, when the extra year was almost over,
Hyakusuke’s request to return to Nakatsu was again refused. Once again
he was persuaded to continue his duties in Osaka for another year, with
a bonus of 200 monme in silver coins, equivalent in value to 3 ryo.
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Between the two requests to return to Nakatsu, Hyakusuke Fukuzawa
recorded in his own family genealogy, which is de facto his curriculum
vitae, the following passages:

While in Kyoto..., I received on 4 November [1831] an urgent order
to return to Osaka and arrived back there in the evening of 5 Novem-
ber. Then I was told that I should immediately proceed to Edo at the
request of two lords there. I left Osaka on 9 November arriving in
Edo on 22. The dear old master himself kindly met and gave me his
confidential business. In November I left Edo arriving back in
Osaka.'®

Hyakusuke’s CV was highlighted by this extraordinary incident. The
‘two lords’ in Edo were undoubtedly the ruling Lord of Nakatsu domain
and the retired Lord, both of whom resided in the Shogun’s seat of
power, Edo. The dear old master or goinkyo sama, the most respectful
expression towards the retired lord, was also undoubtedly Masataka
Okudaira, the fifth Lord of Nakatsu, who had retired in 1825. The former
Lord Masataka obliged Hyakusuke to make a quick return journey to and
from Edo which took four weeks on foot. What then was the important
business?

Throughout the Tokugawa Shogunate regime, rice was the staple
product of Japan. The importance of a feudal lord’s domain was repre-
sented by the amount of rice which it could produce yearly. When rice
was harvested in the autumn, it was brought to the market to be sold.
Otherwise, feudal lords had no monetary income. There were rice mar-
kets all over Japan, but Osaka eclipsed the rest in size. It is said that some
3 million koku of rice wear carried by ship to Osaka and traded on the
Osaka rice market annually.'® This was huge when one considers that all
300 domains together on average produced some 18 million koku during
the 1790s, and of that, only 40 per cent of the total was collected as tax
rice by the feudal lords and their vassals.!” The rice trading centre,
Osaka, naturally became the primary market for most other commod-
ities, and more importantly as a financial centre in which even various
sorts of derivative transactions took place. Merchants of all kinds
became ryogae, or exchange merchants or merchant bankers.'® Ryogae
were the richest merchants and ruled the commercial world of Osaka;
they stood as the symbols of the commercial development of proto-
industrialized Japan.

Many feudal domains, particularly those situated nearer to Osaka
than to Edo, placed their warehouses in Osaka so that they could sell
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rice and other products to Osaka ryogae and other merchants on this
large market. At one time the number of clan warehouses there totalled
80.' During the early years of the Tokugawa era in the seventeenth
century, both the administration of the warehouse in Osaka and the sale
of rice and other products depended entirely on the duty of the lower
ranking samurai. The samurai code developed in the early Tokugawa
period placed the merchant class at the bottom of the social class
structure with samurai at the top, peasants second and artisans third.
This social order reflected the Confucian idea that any money-earning
business and all pecuniary activities were to be despised as parasitical.
But money was indispensable to the samurai, so the ruling upper rank-
ing samurai obliged the lower ranking vassals to do the ‘dirty’ job of
monetary business both within the domain and in Osaka, Edo, Kyoto
and elsewhere.

Towards the end of the seventeenth century, Osaka ryogae and other
merchants gradually took over this rice-selling business. Rice was
usually forwarded from local domains to Osaka during the course of
the spring or summer after it was harvested for sale, but increasingly
clan lords needed money sooner because of fiscal urgency. Thus Osaka
ryogae regularly advanced money to domains and in exchange started to
superintend domain warehouses, becoming known as kuramoto, or
warehouse agents. By the end of the century, almost all the domain
warehouses in Osaka were under the control of warehouse agents, whose
emergence reduced the lower samurai’s Osaka duties to serving as med-
iators between ryogae and higher ranking domain officers. Hyakusuke
Fukuzawa, as the chief accountancy officer for the Nakatsu domain was
such a mediator, and his ryogae contacts were the merchant houses of
Konoike and Kajima, both prestigious, rich merchants in Osaka.?°

Hyakusuke’s most important mediating work was to negotiate with
Konoike and Kajima to postpone repayment of the domain’s debts to
them. Yukichi Fukuzawa remembered his mother regularly saying that
his father complained from time to time about long-drawn-out negoti-
ations with ryogae. However tedious the jobs were, more than a decade’s
tenure in Osaka was the evidence that Hyakusuke was regarded as highly
competent in his office and indispensable to Nakatsu domain. Masataka
Okudaira, resident in Edo, undoubtedly heard of his reliability in the
Osaka office, and confidentially called Hyakusuke to Edo to meet the
lords. For a lower class samurai like Hyakusuke Fukuzawa, it was vir-
tually impossible to meet personally even the retired lord. Nonetheless
for Masataka, who indulged himself in an expensive hobby, that is
Dutch studies and collections,?! there was no choice but to ask his
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competent accountancy officer to engage himself in an important con-
fidential business. The task that Masataka commissioned Hyakusuke to
do was almost certainly to borrow additional funds for the dear old master
of Nakatsu. Therefore, it is highly plausible that the business trip to
Kyoto in the early 1832, shortly after this meeting and specially
recorded in the family genealogy by Hyakusuke himself, was to make
contact with and persuade ryogae who had their offices in Osaka, Kyoto
and perhaps also in Edo, to lend Nakatsu domain money.*?

Hyakusuke’s special service to the dear old master seemed to be success-
ful. In the spring of 1834, he was called up to Edo and was given a
promotion, together with an order to serve another five-year tenure in
the Osaka office. When Hyakusuke Fukuzawa succeeded his father as the
head of the family, he had been placed at the third grade of the fourth
class, called koyakunin, or humble officer. After the satisfactory comple-
tion of the confidential business for the dear old master Masataka, Hya-
kusuke was promoted by two grades to the top of the fourth class,
termed chukosho, or the guards on the battlefield. Shortly after this
promotion, Hyakusuke was allowed a short leave to Nakatsu. The Fuku-
zawa family was allowed to return to Nakatsu for three months of holi-
day. At the beginning of 1836, when Yukichi was one year old, his father
Hyakusuke was appointed acting caretaker of the Osaka office. This was
in fact the position of deputy representative of the Nakatsu clan in
Osaka. Furthermore he was de facto a financial aid to the Nakatsu Lord.
This was a remarkable achievement for a lower class samurai like Hya-
kusuke Fukuzawa and was no doubt the zenith for the Fukuzawa family’s
success before 1868. Shortly thereafter Hyakusuke died on 31 July 1836
from a stroke, bringing to an end his family’s life in Osaka.?*

Barely a month after Hyakusuke’s sudden death, in September 1836,
the Fukuzawa family returned to Nakatsu. For the children, except
Yukichi, this was the second, sad journey to their parents’ native prov-
ince. The Fukuzawas settled down in a house in Rusuicho, where there
were some thirty houses running along both sides of a narrow lane,
some two metres wide and a hundred metres in length. The house,
which had sat empty for fifteen years, was shabby and small; Yukichi
had to sleep in a closet when guests visited in the evening. In Osaka the
Fukuzawa family had had a male servant, but back in Nakatsu they
could no longer afford help.?* In the meantime, Sannosuke, Yukichi’s
older brother, became head of the family and continued to receive 13
koku 2 men buchi as a stipend, which meant that the net receipts of rice
were a little above 8 koku. When Sannosuke married and a baby girl was
born, the number of Fukuzawa family became eight. The Fukuzawa
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household had to come terms with poverty, a poverty which, however,
was common for every household of lower ranking samurai.”> The death
of Hyakusuke and the subsequent move back to Nakatsu were trying for
the Fukuzawa family.

Shortly after his return to Nakatsu, Yukichi was adopted, nominally,
by his uncle, Jutsuhei Nakamura, Hyakusuke’s younger brother, but
continued to live with his mother and siblings in Rusuicho.?® The
adoption was a formality. For practical purposes, Yukichi Fukuzawa
grew up as a fatherless boy. What was life like for the Fukuzawa in
Nakatsu domain?

Without doubt the Fukuzawa family suffered as strangers because they
spoke Osaka dialect, entirely different from that of Nakatsu. As Fuku-
zawa wrote in the beginning of his autobiography, because of this
difference, Yukichi and his sisters shied away from playing with other
boys and girls in their neighbourhood, even with their cousins. Their
Osaka accent was underlined by their style of living, for example, the
way they wore their kimono and hair which their mother prepared for
them entirely in Osaka style. In this sense the Fukuzawas were outsiders
in their home province.?” This isolation resulted in family closeness.
Their mother talked often about their father. Mother’s reminiscence of
father must have been somewhat dramatized but Yukichi remembered
them very well.?® Fukuzawa’s maxim that feudalism was their father’s
enemy was no doubt the chief result of his mother’s stories.

Inside the family, Yukichi Fukuzawa could behave with freedom
because he was the second son. Yukichi even expressed to Sannosuke
his ambition to be rich. While playing in the house he once even
stepped on papers on which the name Daizen no Taifu Okudaira, the
official title of the Lord of Nakatsu, was written. These kinds of actions
ran contrary to the samurai code and Confucian ideas. Sannosuke, loyal
to his lords and masters, was vexed with Yukichi in both cases, but could
not discipline his younger brother.?” If Yukichi had behaved like this in
front of his father, he certainly would have been reprimanded or even
punished. The fatherless son, Yukichi Fukuzawa, could take risks which
would otherwise have been impossible.

Perhaps what mattered most for the development of Yukichi’s future
career was that he began to learn Chinese literature at the age of 15, a
late age in the 1840s and 1850s.3° In general, young lower class samurai
rarely had the opportunity to receive proper educations. The Nakatsu
domain had an official school called Shinshukan, founded in 1796 by the
powerful Lord Masataka Okudaira. In theory any young man in Nakatsu
— without regard to his class, even if he was a peasant — could attend
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classes in the school. But in practice it was almost impossible for boys,
other than those in the upper samurai, to enrol at the school, which was
situated in the middle of the upper class residential area. More import-
antly, as Fukuzawa himself wrote in his book Old Domain, lower class
samurai sons could not afford to learn Chinese literature because their
day jobs did not leave them time to do so. Many of them could not even
spare time for fencing practice. Thus, there was no place for Yukichi to
read Chinese literature until he was a teenager. Sannosuke, though nine
years his senior, could not look after his brother because of his busy
official tasks. But less time spent learning Chinese literature turned out
to be advantageous to Yukichi. Before he left Nakatsu for Nagasaki in
March 1854, Yukichi had spent less than half a decade learning Chinese
literature. Although he proudly wrote that he was clever enough to read
some Chinese literature very quickly,®' his brief engagement in the
literature made it easier for him to move on to new subjects like Dutch
when he came to see a bright future in them.

For Fukuzawa in Nakatsu, remote from the major urban areas, there
seemed to be no access to Dutch studies. He wrote:

Western learning has been in urban areas for more than one hundred
years, but in provincial areas like Nakatsu, there were neither alpha-
bets nor western books.*?

But did Nakatsu domain really have nothing to do with western learning
and Dutch studies? Or was it merely that Fukuzawa, as a lower class
samurai, could not have access to circles where Dutch could be taught,
even within his own domain, without going to Nagasaki?

There was in fact a tradition of Dutch studies in Nakatsu. The Oku-
daira clan had moved to Nakatsu, Kyushu, from Miyazu, north of Kyoto,
in 1717, and ruled the domain through the rest of the Tokugawa period.
Although it was a small clan, the Okudaira built an extraordinary trad-
ition of Dutch studies beginning in the late eighteenth century. In 1770,
the third Lord of Nakatsu, Masaka Okudaira, dispatched Ryotaku
Maeno, a doctor in Chinese medicine, to Nagasaki to study Dutch
medicine. A year after, in 1771, Maeno went up to Edo, where he
collaborated with Gempaku Sugita and Hoshu Katsuragawa on translat-
ing Ontleedkundige Tafelen, the Dutch version of Anatomische Tabellen
(1722) by Johan Adam Kulmus. The book’s accurate portrait of the
human body so impressed Maeno and Sugita that they published it as
Kaitai shinsho or New Book of Anatomy, in 1774, a landmark work in
Japan’s long history of western learning.
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The Okudairas’ interest in Dutch studies persisted during the leader-
ship of Masataka, the fifth Lord of Nakatsu. Masataka had an extraor-
dinary family background. He was the second son of Lord Shimazu of
Satsuma and was adopted, at the age of six, by the Okudairas who had
no heir. Masataka’s eldest sister, that is the daughter of Lord Shimazu,
was the wife of Ienari Tokugawa, the eleventh Shogun, whose 50-year
reign was the longest among the fifteen Tokugawa Shoguns. Masataka'’s
younger brother was adopted by Lord Kuroda of Chikuzen (Fukuoka)
and became Lord Nagahiro Kuroda in 1834. Raised in Edo, Masataka’s
enthusiasm for Dutch studies was kindled by Maeno who was now
permanently resident in the Shogun'’s seat of power. Masataka moved
down to Nakatsu in 1795 to succeed the late Lord of Nakatsu.

After the succession, Masataka’s enthusiasm for Dutch studies seemed
to gain strength. In the aftermath of the death of his teacher, Maeno,
in 1803, Masataka took up his late teacher’s work of editing a Japanese—
Dutch dictionary, which was published in 1811 as Rankgo yakusen,
or Select Dictionary of Japanese-Dutch. He then proceeded to edit a
Dutch - Japanese dictionary, and this was published in 1822 as Basutar-
uto jisho or Bastaardt Dictionary. The two dictionaries, which together
were called the Nakatsu dictionaries, contain more than 7,000 entries.
Masataka’s interest in editing the dictionaries was stimulated by his
Dutch friend, Hendrik Doeff, 153rd Dutch Representative in Deshima,
Nagasaki.** In the spring of 1826, Philip Franz von Siebold, who arrived
in Nagasaki in 1823 and founded Narutakijuku or Narutaki School, joined
the Dutch diplomatic company to pay a courtesy visit to Shogun lenari.
Masataka took this opportunity to speak personally to Siebold in Dutch.
Masataka and his father Shigetake Shimazu, the father-in-law of the
Shogun, welcomed Siebold and the Dutch company in Omori, on the
east bank of River Tama, on 9 April 1826. Masataka himself then invited
Siebold to the lower house** of the Nakatsu domain in Edo, situated in
Shinagawa near Satuma’s, and renovated as Oranda yashiki or Dutch-
style house.>®

A year before the meeting with Siebold, Masataka retired from his
position as Nakatsu Lord. He apparently did so because he wished to
meet Siebold. To meet personally ‘barbarians’, to use the bakufu’s word
for westerners, while serving as a lord, was considered by Masataka to be
unduly offensive to the bakufu in spite of his background as a member of
the Shimazu family. Indeed, Shigetake had also retired before this event
in 1826. Masataka’s enthusiasm for things Dutch was definitely shared
by other members of the Shimazu clan men like Shigetake and Naga-
hiro.3°



16 Yukichi Fukuzawa, 1835-1901

Masataka lived for thirty years in retirement. Although it is not known
how strongly he exerted his influence over domain politics, one thing is
quite clear: that he could do whatever he wanted. It is assumed that he
lived in Edo for the rest of his life. His next two successors were his sons,
Masanobu and Masamichi, whom he outlived. Masamoto, the eighth
Lord of Nakatsu and a grandson of Masataka, succeeded his uncle as the
Lord. No one in the domain could rival Masataka, the dear old master of
Nakatsu, the father and grandfather of three successive lords, the
brother of the Shogun’s wife and a member of the influential Shimazu
family. Masataka must have been the real power behind Nakatsu politics
and responsible for all the affairs, particularly those related to things
western, till his death in 1855.%” For him the only problem was no doubt
finding the monetary resources to support and satisfy his enthusiasm for
Dutch and things western. Therefore it was most likely Masataka and
Masamichi that Hyakusuke Fukuzawa met in Edo in 1834.

In 1850, fourteen Nakatsu samurai entered a school founded that year
by Shozan Sakuma who learned gunnery from Tarozaemon Egawa, the
bakufu's authority.®® Sakuma was samurai of the Matsushiro domain
(Nagano) and well known by that time as one of the best teachers of
western gunnery in Japan. Sakuma not only admitted Nakatsu samurai
to his school, but also came to the Nakatsu compound in Shinagawa to
teach western gunnery and design field guns. He continued to teach
Nakatsu students until April 1854, when he was arrested and imprisoned
by the bakufu for his alleged involvement with the affairs of Shoin
Yoshida, who tried to travel abroad by stowing away on Commodore
M. C. Perry’s flagship.3® Thanks to Sakuma, the Nakatsu domain was
able to build a new western style army, though on such a small scale that
the regiment had no difficulties in drilling in the small Nakatsu domain
compound in Shinagawa.*’ The military reform, together with the
Dutch studies, can be ascribed to Masataka’s enthusiasm for western
science. Masataka’s enthusiasm was not only confined to the genuine
Dutch studies; his interests spread over just about everything western.*!
He was a very energetic man; his mistresses gave birth to thirty-three
children.*? But genuine Dutch studies, a western style army, things
western and a large number of princes and princesses were a heavy
financial burden for small Nakatsu domain. His spendthrift character
overshadowed his accomplishments. This is borne out by the cool treat-
ment of Masataka in the official history of the Nakatsu domain.**

After the retirement of Masataka in 1825, Dutch studies and military
reform were concentrated in the Dutch-style lower house in Edo, some
1,160 kilometres, or 725 miles away from Nakatsu. This physical
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distance prevented any knowledge reaching remote Nakatsu. Penniless
lower samurai like Fukuzawa were never able to benefit from what was
happening in Edo. However it should be remembered that Hyakusuke
helped Masataka raise money for his expensive Dutch studies that in
turn allowed the retired lord to build a base for Dutch studies in the
Nakatsu domain house in Edo. Probably without knowing of these
activities Yukichi Fukuzawa embarked upon a long journey via Nagasaki
and Osaka, and it was this base to which Fukuzawa was to reach in 1858.
Fatherless son Yukichi Fukuzawa would eventually enjoy the father’s
legacy to his lord.
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