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Kyoto Shugoshoku in The Coup on August 18, 1863
Abstact

Kyoto Shugoshoku(Fi#R~F5#k; the Military Commissioner of Kyoto) was
created as the higher commander of Kyoto Shoshidai(F{#lFT #1L; the ambassador of
Bakuhu in Kyoto), for keeping the peace in the city of Kyoto and recovering the
authority of Bakuhu(#%/fF; shogunate). Matudaira Katamori(#a-2:£%), the lord of
the Aizu clan(& ), was installed as Kyoto Shugoshoku on September 24 1862,
and deployed massive amounts of troops to Kyoto by the end of the year. He was not
only responsible for policing the city of Kyoto, but was also expected to unify
Chotei(5/14E; the imperal court) with Bakuhu.

From June 25, 1863, the Choshu clan(&/#), which insisted on expelling
aliens immediately, shelled foreign ships that crossed the Kanmon Cclannel(B4 P17/
) and was at war with western countries. However, Bakuhu and the other clans
didn’t want to open hostilities, the Choshu clan therefore became isolated. In order to
cclange the miserable condition, the Choshu clan proposed that the emperor should
defeat the enemy by himself, and forced Emperor Komei(Z%H] X &) to announce it
on August 13. Because of this, Emperor Komei and the other nobles who opposed this
announcement, for example, Udaijin(45 KXE; the second prime minister of Chotei)
Nijyo Nariyuki (474 and Zen-Kanpaku(fiiBE [5; previous superior regent)
Konoe Tadahiro (JTf#/AE8) | decided to exclude the Choshu clan and young nobels
like Sanjyo Sanetomi(=25<5€3%) who took its side. On the other side, as the
representative of Bakuhu in Kyoto, Matudaira Katamori had to prevent the
announcement becoming true. Because he was afraid that Bakuhu shell lose the the
legitimacy to reign over Japan from Chotei. That is the reason why he decided to
exclude the Choshu clan and Sanjyo Sanetomi’s party. He leagued together with
emperor Komei, Nijyo Nariyuki and Konoe Tadahiro, and mounted a coup on August
18. Finally, Sanjyo Sanetomi’s party ran away with the troops of the Choshu clan to
Choshu domain.

This study attempts to explore the position of Kyoto shugoshoku in the coup by
analysis of the preparation and the movement of the administers of the coup. Because
the schedule of the coup in existence was proposed by the samurais of the Satsuma
clan(FE/AETE), who was associated with the Aizu clan, in prior studies, the coup was
led by the Satsuma clan, and successed by using the troops of the Aizu clan. But
according to the literature, the plan made by the samurais of the Satsuma clan was
intending to mount a coup on August 16 and was repealed by Emperor Komei on that
day. Those samurais of the Satsuma clan were frustrated and so they drunk together



until the next morning. On August 18, they just ordered to guard the gate of the palace,
and to forbid Sanjyo Sanetomi’s party get into the palace and let the other nobles get
through the gate with using the black list of nobles which delivered by the Aizu clan.
In the mean time, the Aizu clan, which recalled the troops going back to the domain
and so doubled the force before August 17, was the commander for the all gates
control of the palace. Moreover, Matsudaira Katamori attended the royal court for the
exclusion of the Choshu clan and Sanjyo Sanetomi’s party. By these evidences I
should make the assertion that the Satsuma-lead coup was ended up on August 16,
and the Aizu clan was the one which having great effect in the coup on August 18. As
the result, the Aizu clan had taken the leadership in the political scene for Bakuhu, so
as Emporer Komei and the others retrieved their voice in Chotei.

[ Keyword] : The Coup on August 18, Kyoto Shugoshoku( 5L &l <F#1#%), Matsudaira
Katamori(#2 -2 £x%), Emperor Komei(Z:H] K &), unify Chotei with Bakuhu
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