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“Ryoma Sakamoto: hero at the dawn of a new era”

In January 2010, NHK isgoing to broadcast a period drama depicting thelife of Kochi’slocd hero, Ryoma Sekamoato (1835-1867). Also, with the
“Encounterswith Ryoma” Expo being hed a the sametimein Kochi, wewould liketo takethis opportunity to place focus on aman who crisscrossed
the country and struggled to bresk down an andient regimein order to develop aroed for the nation’s modernization, during atime when Japan dosd
itsdoor on foreign countries a the end of the Edo Period (1603-1868). ; ¥

Outline of Ryoma - chihiro Fukuoka for KIA

Ryomaisanaiondly popular hero who lived around the end of the Samurai period, and dways ranks high
in surveysthat ask “who do you likethe mogt among Japan’shigtarica figures?”

He was born a Kamimachi in Kochi City on 15" of November 1835. As a child he was often bullied a
schod and s0 hewas enrdled in a fencing schod by his dder sgter. By adulthood he had become a mager
svordsmean.

A regpectful and intdligent man, Ryoma had passonate pdliticd bdiefs. He had a dear foresght, and
through his involvement with atherswho shared his bdliefs he was dde to make a gret contribution to Japan’s
rapid modernization.

At that time, Japan’s central government, caled Bakufu, was losing its power over the dans and did nat know how to ded with demands from
foregn countries. Ryomahad bean thinking about how to reform the nationd palitica and economic system. After twice flesing Tosa (now Kochi Pref.),
without officid permisson, he saw that in order for Japan to achieve nationd unity it would have to depend on the cooperation of the two strongest
anti-Bakufu dans & the time — the Satsuma (Kagoshima) and Choshu (Yamaguchi) dans. In 1866, he sucoeeded in forming an dliance (the “Saccho
Domei ) between thesetwo traditiona enemies.

Hefinaly redized “Taiseihokan” (returning power to thethrone) and the Bakufu turned over its power to the emperar. It was abloodless revolution.
Hedso formulated an “Eight-Paint Program,” for themodernization of Japan, apadliticd guiddinefor thenew government and cabingt.

Moreover, Ryoma Sskamato’s sucoessful stting up of the “Kaenta” highlights his remarkable shrewdness as a busnessman. All too aware of
Japan’s patential wesknessss and limitations as an Idand Nation, he could aso see the importance of srengthening its nava force and of invedting in
maitimetrade

His dream was to “work in earnest with worldwide perspective”’, but just before the Mdji restoration was neer a hand, he was assassinated a the
Jepanese Inn “Omiya” in Kyato. It was 15" of November, the same date ashe was born.

There are countless books about Ryoma, and the mogt well-known book isRyoma ga yuku by Ryataro Shiba, Also there are severd books written in
English. Why don’t you take al ook and disoover these fascinating times?

Books Ryoma: Life of a Renaissance Samurai; Sakamoto Ryoma and the Meiji Restoration

Ryoma’s Dappan — Secession from his Fief - Steven Yuen, Kencho CIR

During the Edo period, a young man named John Manjiro (1827-1898) was shipwrecked and saved by an American whading boet. Later, hewould
becomethefirg Japaneseto sattlein Americaand return to Japan towork toward opening up Japan to foreign trade. Ryomahad heerd about thisfantagtic
tale, and was surprised to learn of the equadlity of dtizensand rapid modernization in America. Hehad decided then that rather than being just subservient
to theemperar it was far moreimportant for Japan to be focusing on production and trade as the foreignerswere daing. In order to influence that himsdf
heknew hehad to do something drastic. On the 24" of March 1862, Ryomafled the Tosa Domain to act on hispdliticd visons

Ordinarily, onewould haveto get permission to leave the Domain for adtivities such as““Learning Swordsmanship” and “Academic Sudy” in places
such as Edo (dd term for Tokyo). Dappan isthe crime Ryoma committed when heléft hisfief without permisson. It is a serious arime in those days,
affecting pendties upon those rd ated to the perpetratar, and is Smilar to smuggling onesdlf out of acountry intoday’sterms.

In 1861 when he was 27, Ryoma joined the Tosa Loydigt Party formed by Hanpeta Takechi (1829-1865). Its ultimate purpase was to bring doan
the Bakufu and make a new government for Japen that could stand up to foreign pressure. That autumn, Ryoma met a man named Genzui Kusska
(1840-1864) on asecret misson for Takechi. Theehewastad by Kusakathat it was time for common civilians with courage to ¢and up and act. He
returned to Tosathe next February, and subsaquently fled the Domain in March. After heleft, Takechi said “Ryoma’stoo big aman for Tosa.

At theage of 28, Ryomalleft Tosathrough an unascertained route, but it could be surmised that he had taken the Sakawa to Togano route, through the
Kuchiki dope to Hayama, then dong the HayamalHigashi-Tsuna/Yusuhara course (the current route 197). Passing through Dai, Shirckawa Town in
Ehime Prefecture, he then headed toward Choshu.

Today, there are various events dedicated to Ryoma’s heraism. Onesuch event is the “Walk the Ryoma Dappan Route in Sraw Sandals’ organized
by Ozu City in Ehime Prefecture. In Yusuhara, for the “Encounters with Ryoma” campeign, they have aso organized severd events and information
centersto teach about dappan. Check them out at: hitp:/AMwwi.dity.ozu.ehimejp/outer/evt/event_omaturi05.html and hitp./Aww.yusuhara-s.com/

Political state in Kochi during Ryoma’s life - susumu Yoshida for KIA

In the late and the end of Edo period when Ryoma lived, the centrdized adminigrative framework of the Tokugawa Shogunate (Bakufu) begen to
collapse asit migmanaged domedtic pdlitics. It was bogged down with how to dedl with foreign countries sesking for their diplomatic channd with Jepen
which was stuck to a pdicy of isdation. Meanwhile, some powerful local governments caled Yuhan, induding Satsuma and Choshu domains, gat to
meddeinthe centrd government’spalitics.

InTosa (now Kochi Pref.), thenew lord of Yamauchi dan and itsfollowers (superiar warriors) took thehdm of the adminigration from generation to
generdtion after the former lord of Chosogabe dan was defeated at the decigve battle of Sekigehara in 1600. Chosogabe's fdlowers and thar
descendants (inferior warriars) werenot Sncedlowed to enter the center of power in Kochi after the defeat.

The confrontation between the two dasses rose increasingly after the assassnaion of Toyo Yoshida (1816-1862), a superior warrior and a chief
retainer of the TosaDomain, by inferior warriorswho were opposed to his pdlitica reform. Theleader of lower samurals, Hanpeita Tekechi, wastaken to
jal and eventudly ordered seppuku, aritua form of suicide as a punishment. Ryoma from the lower dassfled the Tosa Domain shortly before Yoshida
waskilled

It was after 1862, the year of his excape, that Ryoma presented himsdf on center stage of Japanese higtory. He spent dmodt dl his ladt five years
before his assassnaion away from his matherland in places such as Kyato and Nagasaki. His degtiny might have changed if the land of Kochi at that
timehad been comfortadefor inferior warriorstolivein.
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How popular is Ryoma?  —eiko Sato, TW volunteer

What do John F. Kennedy, John Lennon and Leonardo da Vind have
in common?

In fact, they are higaricd figures whose names have been usad in
arparts It is of no exaggeration to say tha they are a few of the mogt
representative higtorical characters of the USA, UK, and Itdy.

It isnot unusud to use a persond name for the name of an arport in
foregn countries but there were no precedentsin Japan. Ryoma Sekamato
isthename of a person that was used for thename of an airport for thefirg
timein Japen in 2003,

So, how popular is Ryoma? It is difficult to represent popularity of an
higorica character by objective data, but as an example, let me show you
the number of webste returns when | seerched on Google: The result of
Ryoma Sakamoto was 1,190,000. Compared with the number of cther
people who were active a the end of the Edo period, such as Takamori
Saigo (1828-1877). 555,000, Isami Kondo (1834-1868): 408,000, Sqji
Okita (1842-1868): 232,000 and Takayoshi Kido (1833-1877) 78,300, itis
obviousthat the number of Ryoma Samamato is outsanding.

. The hero that Kochi is proud of will be loved dl over Jgpan now and
orever.

Japan’s First Honeymoon  —Lisa Yasutake, Kochi City CIR

After the Saccho-Domei dliance in 1866, il
Ryoma was atacked in Teradaya Inn and &
wounded. Encouraged by athers, he decided to §
take a trip to rdax and let his wounds hedl. §
Along with his new wife Oryo, Ryoma and
athers induding Takamori Saigo and Kosuke (&
Yoshii (1828-1891) sdled from Oska to S
Satsumaaboerd the “Mikuni-maru”. e

The nem yweds went to hot sarings such as
Hinatayama, Shidhitashi, and Kirishima. The &
beth a Shiobitashi that Ryoma and Oryo were &
sadtohave used ill remainsto this day. 4

They d dimbed the famous % .
Mt. Takachiho (Takachiho-no-mine), one of the Monument of the couple in
volcanoes of the Kirishima Mountains which Shiobitash
areknown asthel ocation of Japan’scregion mythology.

At the pesk of Mt.Takachiho is Ama-no-sakahoko, a pike thought to
have been dropped from the heavens by the god Ninigi-no-Mikato. In his
Iettersto hissger Otome, Ryoma writes that the Sght made him and Oryo
laugh out loud because it reminded them of a tengu (Jgpanese demon with
along Pinoochio-like nose). He dso writes that the two of them pulled the
pike out from the ground, but it |looked to have no vaue so they put it back.

After descending from the mountains, they prayed and dayed a night
a theKirisnima Shrine

In an a@a when women—regardess of whethe or nat they were
married—were expected to St quidly at home Oryo’'s accompaniment
throughout Ryoma’s trip was unheard of and thdr intimate travels were
probably looked down upon by many. It was nat for another 50 years
(aound the Taisho and Showa eas) that honeymooning became
cugomary in Japan. Asthe earliest recorded ““vacation” taken by Japanee
neMyweds, Ryoma and Oryo’s little trip is conddered Jpan’s fird
honeymoon.

Exams to know about Ryoma

“Sekamato Ryoma Kente” is an Internet certificate exam which was
introduced by the Sekamato Ryoma Memarid Museum in 2008. The
musaum wishes to use the exam to hep young people who will become
future contributors to Japanese sodiety learn mare about Ryoma, and to
promote Ryomato anyonewho isinterested.

This program indudes Beginner, Intemediate and Advanced levels
Beginner levd isprovided free of charge, condds of 25 questions basad on
his lifetime and anyone is gpproved if he or she gets mare than 80 paints
out of 100. Intemediate and Advanced levd condgs of 50 quedions
induding difficult ones which only those who have visted Kochi can
answer. They cogt 1000yen to takeand are updated every month.

There are many ardent fans of Ryoma in Kochi and ather areas who
have been trying out this program. Examples from the Beginner levd are
asbdow:

QL WhenwasRyomaborn?  A: Seeatide
Q2: Whowas Ryoma'sbdoved niece?  A: Harui
Q3: Wha wasthe name of thepdliticd group that Ryomajoined at 27?

A: Seatide
Q4. Wha was Ryomagoing to et right beforehewas killed?

A: Shamo chicken hat pat
Q5: Where dd Ryomaand hiswife Oryo go for ther honeymoon?

A: Seatide

Try thiscatificae examif you areinterested in Ryomaand thisprogram.
http:/Amwwv.ryoma-kinenken.jp/ —Miizue Takahashi, TW volunteer
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I’maBIG FAN of Ryoma! —Etsuko Soeda, TW volunteer

Therearemany Ryomafansdl over Japan and aoroad. 120 groupsare
regisered as Ryoma Fan Club homepages. Each group hddsseminarsand
study toursrdated to the higory of Ryomawith broad networks thoughout
JzapaLnrOi ISinoe 1989, “The Nationd Conference of Ryoma” has been hdd
annualy.

In Kamimachi 3-chome, Kochi City, there is a coffee shop where
Ryoma fans get together. The cafe “SAITANIYA” was built & the ruins of
the house of the Saidani family, which was the head family of Ryoma. In
the 30+ year-dd cafe, there are many maeaidsrdaed to Ryoma, and the
wal isdecorated with drawings of Ryoma presented by fans You mugt try
the “Ryoma coffes”” then perhgps you will becomea Ryomafantoo...?

Ryoma Fan Club (Japanese only)

http:/Amww.ryoma-d ub.conmvlink/zenkoku ryoma kai.htm

Japan Ryoma Shachuu (Jgpanese only) — http://zenkoku-ryomanet/

Museums of Ryoma and “Encounters with Ryoma” Expo

Here are lrief explanations about three museums in Kochi about
Ryomaand the “Encounterswith Ryoma” Expostion.
ISakamoto Ryoma Memorial Museurm| (TEL : 088-841-0001)
Houses essy-to-understand exhihits of vauable higarica documents
about Ryoma and explanations of his pasondity, achievements and his
vidons The huilding is located near the Kaisurahama beach and the
observatory lendsapanaramic view of the horizon and Pacific Ocean.
Open: 9am- 5p.m.
Directions: Get on a Kenkaotau bus bound for Katsurahama, then get off
the Ryoma Kinenkan-mae sap and then walk oneminute
Entrance fee: ¥500 for 18 and dder, free for high schod and younger
sudents, ¥400 for groups of 20 and over
HP http:/mmw.ryomarkinenkan.jp/en/ (in English)

Ryoma’s Childhood-Town Memorial Museurr (TEL: 088-820-1115)
The wooden museum indudes eight exhibition zonesin part of which
you can experience moments in Ryoma’s life from his hirth to dappan
with virtud redity devices. It dso provides locds and others with
Japanese-gylerooms and adigolay gpace for thar use
Open: 8am-7p.m (exhibition zones)
Directions: Get off & Kamimachi 1-chome tramcar station and walk two
minutes
Entrance fee: ¥300 for 18 and dder, free for high schod and younger
sudents, ¥240 for groups of 20 and over
HP: http:/Avww.inforyoma.or.jpfhometowry/ (in Japanese only)

Ryoma History Museur (TEL: 0887-56-1501)

The musaum offes redidic rgroduction of his eventful
thirty-three-year life and higoric soenes assodated with it usng wax
figures It dsohasroomsthat display figures of important personsfrom the
Méiji eratothe modern age, screen paintings by artist Ekin and sdl Ryoma

goods.
Open: 9am-5p.m (opensuntil 6p.min July and August)
Directions: Get off & Noichi gation inthe Gomen-Nahari Lineand walk
10 minutes,
Entrance fee: ¥1050 for adults ¥730 for odlege and high sthod
sudents, ¥470 for junior and dementary schod students
HP: http:/Amww.baobab.or.jpi~ryomalguide-ehtml (in English)
Encounters with Ryoma Expd (TEL: 088-823-9043)

In pardld with the broadcagting of NHK period drama portraying
Ryoma, “Encounterswith Ryoma” Expoisbeang hddtointroducevisitors
to the local hero and the charms of Kochi with Kochi City asaman ste
and satdlite Stesin Aki City, Tosashimizu City and YusuharaTown.

From Jan. 16 in 2010 through Jen. 10in 2011
Open (main dte): 8:30am-6p.m (opensuntil 7p.m from 7/17 to &31)
Directions (main site): South gate of JR Kochi Sation
Entrance fee (main Ste): ¥400 for adults, ¥200 for junior and dementary
schod students
HP: http:/Amww.ryomardesihaku.jp/index.html (in Japanese only)

Locations where Tosa Wave magazines are available

Sation of Foregn Regidration of each municipdlity, Immigration Office,
Prefecturd  Library, Prefecturd Musaum, Rekiminkan, Kochi Cadle
Hirome Ichiba, Tourig Information in Kochi Sation and Kochi Airport,
Nonna(ltdian Restaurant), Nakgimacho Cathdic Churdh, Kochi Youth
Hostd, Macou’sBagd Café Karaoke Big Echo Centrd Park Brandh, Irish
Pub, etc
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